Get a double dose of jazz artistry
when legendary jazz pianist
Chick Corea and vibes master
Gary Burton team up for a con-
cert 8 p.m. in the Mu:hxgan The-
ater, 603 E. Liberty St.

Arbor. Tickets $30 to 820 ( 734)
764-2638 or (800) 221-1229.

SATURDAY

A special "South Parkideo will
be shown during Comedy Cen-
tral’s "Stand-Up For Sani R
which also features mrhedmns
Jon Stewart and Reggie McFad-
den, 7 p.m. at the MajJestic, 4140
Woodward Ave., Detroit. Tickets
88 in advance for the all-ages
show. Call (313)'833-9700 or
http:/ [www.99music.com

Dance Theatre of Harlem per-

forms 3 ’{J.m, at Music Hall Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts, 350
Madison Ave., Detroit, Range
from $31.60 t0 841, 50, call (313)
963-2366, or (248) 645-6666.
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UNBEATABLE

STORY LINE

"STORY BY LINDA AI.INA!!M.DMIN o STAFF WRITER

ardon Michaels is a lot like tho lead character
he plays in the film “Unbeatable Harold*~ -

ed against all odda to bring the story
to the big mn.

Michaels sat in the Cnnbou Caﬂ'eo Shop in Royal

nnotl:cr play, but nct this one.”

Elvira Karmine no hint her son would oven-
tunlly :hnose acareer in film and thoater. Ho wanted
to be a chiropractor. So it was only natural she war-
rlud whon Gordnn told hnr ubnuf. applying to the

Oak undsunted by the lack of funds
duce his film. Michaela was here visiting hls mol.her.
Elvira Karmineke, in Westland bvl'oro leaving for
Reno, Nev, to shoot tho film.

*T like comedy,” said Michasls, whnu nl&a divecting
and producing the film, “There's 80 many action and
shoot-em-up movies out thero so why not focus on a
love story and throw in a dgnce numbur ond some
slapatick.”

-A mduuw of John Glonn High School in Westland,
Michacls wrote the screenplay for-*Unbeatablo
Harold® after a one-act play by Randy Noojin.
Michaela originated the role of the Elvis wannabe Off-
Broadway. Bringing the play to film marks a nino year
commitmont for Michaels, who's also acted the part on
Los Angelos and Miami stages.” -

“Unbestable Harold' is about o dreamer and hope- ¢

19702 clothea and platform |
shoes, who's fallen. in. Iovn

with Wanda (Christine ~
Cavanaugh, the voice of
"Babe” the pig),” said
Michaels your bny B

* méots’ girl;"boy loatayirl;

boy finds girl nnd lives hap-
pily every after.”

Fﬂmiug is complete
except for a few scones
postponed until March
bocause Dylan McDeor-
mott’s shooting schedulo for
the popular ABC.TV show
*“The Prac.co” conflicted

, with filming "Unbeatable

Harold.” McDermott plays
Wanda's ex-boyfriend.
Michaels has appenred in
several opisodes of “Tha
Practice” with McDermott
and {s currently in negoﬁa~
tions to extond his part in
tha show.

'Dy]au s a friend, it's a
favor for him to do the
film,” oxplained Michaels,
“Hie salary would equal
half our budget.”

Although this is Michaels
first attompt at directing, - |
he's no atranger to the -
screen, having acted in . |8
filma auch as “Air Force -
One" with Harrison Ford,
“Jurassic Park: The Lost
World" directed by Steven’
Bpielberg, “Leaving Los
Vogas,” “Destiny Turns on i
the Radio" and “Hacka” -
K{ith Tom Arnold and John

tter.
*I have such a vested

Unbeatable love story: Gordon
interost, 1 couldn’t lot. Michaels writes, directs, produces, and
!nmeona olse diroct,” sald  @cts in @ film about an Elvis

of the school's’
prestigious mpuumun When Ahe saw him porform on
the stage of tho New York playhouse, Karmineke real-
ized the talent which lay buried all those years.

“He was very funny whon he was a child, but I
never had any idea even though he played in the band
and he could sing,” said Karmineke. “When I saw him
in the plny. I couldn't believo this was my son, It was
beautiful.”

Michaels never let on to his mother, but by the time

he was playing varsity baskethall at John Glenn High

School, and even before injuring o knee, the bright
lights were his future. After graduating'from the
Westland high school, Michaels moved to Arizona in
1981 where he attended acting school in Phoenik
before maving to New York,

“It really hit me when I was a junior,” snid Michaels,

lesa romantic, living 20 yonn behind lhe timos in <1 nlwnys song in choir at school and was in rock

bands in high school (Flash
Experlencs) ”.

' Even though tho theater
in New York holds special
memeries for Michael
... B W o.acted in

firat production, “Pippin,
he eventually left in search
of golden opportunities in
California's film industry.
For the last eight years he's
lived in Venice on the
Beach.

Local talent
line up for

They camo from Miami, Cincinnati,
Windsor, Ann Arbor, Grand Rapids,
Detroit and tho suburbs. They wore
black leather, black spandex, black
cords, black velvet, black polyeater,
black jeans, black fis shnets, black che~
nille, Kenneth -
Cole belts and
chunky silver
ball necklaces.
‘They were sport-
ing Doc Martens
and Spice Girl
platforms from
beneath their
used Lovi 571
bell  bottoms.
They had pierced  natalia Ross
oars, navels and .
tongues, They wore Hard Candy ~
Superman blue metallic neil polish,

C Aluminn lipstick and glitter eye
maokeup. It was Eaat Village retro all
around. ..

What seemed more like a precursor
to a fashion shoot for the Salvation
Army on the streets of Royal Onk, was _
really 700 hopefuls looking for a new
lease on life. Or just looking to “Rent.”

When the rock opera “Rent” comes to .
the Fisher Theatre April 8 to May 31,
perhaps one or more of these 700 aspir-
ing actors will be a part of the ensem-
ble, That's what the production team of
“Rent” was hoping for when they ached-
uled a one-day open casting call at the
Detroit Opera House Thursday, Jan.

“We're sceking authentic kick-nss
singers in Detroit
because we heard Rent
it's the most |=~—— ——

rockin’, hip-hop- | When: Show

pin', stompin’, |opensWednee-
soul-searchin’ | day. Aprli 8, end. -
city in the coun- | continues

try,” stated the | through Sunday, |

casting notice, | May 31
which was blan- | Where: Fisher
keted throughout | Theatre, 3011 W.

the state and out- | Grand Boulevard,

lying areas. - Detrolt.

h iA“ dh D""k"‘ v | Tickets: Ronge in
p-hoppia price from $60 to

atompin’ nnd
1 hi

“T wanted to get involved
with film 80 1 had to move
to LA,” anid Michaels. “To
make some money you have
to go into film. I didn't want
to be a atruggling actor in
theater”

Michacls is planning to
proemicre “Unboatable
Harold” in early summer at
oither the Royal Oak or
Birmingham theators.
Although far from home
now, Michaels visits Michi-
gan often and has no plans
to write tho state out of his
life. In fact, he plans some-
day to produce in Detroit a

one-act play written in New
" York.

“Becauso I'm from
Detroit, I thought it would
be nice to bring the pre-
miere of ‘Unbeatable
Haorold® here,”. =gaid
- Michaels. “Even though I
BuryProroBroxaamy  don't miss the Michigan
winters and ‘scraping two
inches of ice off the wind-
shields, I do miss the
and my

ls. *Maybe if it wore _and t_he girl of his dreams. family”

. "Children begin by loving their par-

ents. After a time they judge Hu.'m. .

_Rarely, if ever; do they forgive them.”
~ Oscar Wilde
“A Woman of No Importance”

BY HUGH GALLAGHER
BTAYY WRITER .

Irish playwright Oscar Wilde was

.the master of the epigram, the bon *;

mot, the pithy, sardonic phrase.
Manpy of these epigrams have
becoma a'part of the languagoe, noted
for their rueful truths or their outra-
* geousnoss. But to produco an Oscar
Wilde play, you have to make tho epi-
grams secm natural even though
- Wilde himss)f admitted ho novar let a
story got in the way of a good opi-

Director gives heart to ‘A Woman of No Importance’

A Woman of
N No Importance

‘What: Oocar Wiide comedy-drama.

Whers: Hilberry Thaatrs on tha campus of
Wayns Stata Univarsity, Datroit.

‘When: In repertory through Thursdey,

April 23,

Tickets: Range In prica from $10 to $17.
Call the box office, 11 a:m. ta 6 p.m, Mon-
dayFriday et (313) 577-2972

‘Wayne State Univorsity's Hilberry
Theatre has rocruited Ontario direc-
tor Antoni Cimolino, associate pro-
ducer of the Stratford Festival, to
bring life to one of Wilde's more diffi«
cult works, a play that begins as n

comedy of manners and develops into

a saul wmnchlng melodrama,
36, wants to hasi
WiIdo 's big heart.

“Ho soid his talent went into his
writing, but his genius went into his
life,” Cimolino said, “I'm interested in
what's underneath. He's vory
humane and caring about people. He
waa a socinlist, but I think that was
just lip aervice. He was renlly a
humanist. His intercat wasn't in eco-
nomica but in the soul.”

“A Woman of No Importance,” is set
in the late 18008 among the ariato-
crats of England. A promising young
man has been offered tho position of
sccrotary to the ploasure-loving,
snobbish Lord Illingworth.

case sco WO E2

’ is
what they got -
starting at 7:15
a.m,, on that 18-degree morning, when
the line started forming on Detroit's
Madison Avenue outside the theater.
Auditions atarted at 10 a.m. and didn't
wrap uatil 12-1/2 hours later - long
after Cathy Rigby and her “Peter Pan®
cast, who were performing that night
at the Dotroit Opera House, had gone
off to never-never land.

Natalie Ross, a senior at Churchill
High School in Livonia, skipped school
to audition. She signed in at 9 a.m.
and finally got to sing at 12:30 p.m. for
Heidi Marshall, casting director of New
York’s Bernard Telsey Casting. Ross
made the first cut, learned a song from
the show with a piano accompanist and
sang four hours later for Marshall at
the callbacks. -

“I always wear black pants to audi-
tions — they're universal, sexy and flat-
tering,” said Ross, who saw *Rent” on
Broadway and heard about the casting
call from her friend at Western Michi-
gan University. ‘I wore the orange
shirt to be seen.” :

The desirea were intense. The com-
petitionr fierce. Nothing was going to
deter the hordes of twenty-somethinga
from auditioning. Practically the
entire University of Michigan Musical

Please seo RENY, E2

$24, cali (248)
645-6¢ .

Divided
family:
Standing,
Wendy
Gough as
Mrs. Arbuth-
not and Bret
Tuomi as
Lord Illing-
worth are
the parents
of the devas-
tated Gerald
played by
Matt Troyer,
knecling.
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