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BY TiM SMITH
STAYY WRITER
ome pretty typical “kinder-
garton” stuff takes place
every afternoon in Fairview
Early Childhood Center teacher
Geri Bresnihan'a classroom.

At first glance, one aces young-
sters drawing, reading, playing -
even sounding cut the lotters of
tho alphabet while creating per-
sonalized Valentine’s Day cards
for their parents.

But kindergarten it’s not. It's

ucare,

“It's an enrict

Educare’s adg

their children from scheol to a
day care facility at lunchtime. A
child in Educare can take the
bus to-and-from school, although
he or ahe can also attend YMCA-
offored *Prime Time,” which
offers play-bascd activitics both
early in the morning and after
the day's final bell sounds at
3:37 p.m.

Further proof of Educare’s suc-
cess is tho Farmington Board of
Education’s recent decision to
adopt it as a regular program. It
\:r'ill again bo offercd at Fairview,

that meets the neceda of peoplo
who feel their children are ready
for a full day or who have child
care requirements,” snid Bresni-
han.

Fairview Principal Mary Lou
Somerville said the program,
which coats $2,000 per atudent
for tuition, is not part of district
curriculum, nor should it be
viowed as “full-day kinder-

da Early Childhood Cen-
tor and Hillside Elementary
School, as well as ot two new
locations = Lanigan and Wood
Creck elementaries.

‘When parenta next wack (Feb,
23-27) sign up their children for
1998-99 kindergarten classes,
Educare will bo an option,
Somervillo said. The program is
available to all kindergartners

gorten.” But parap!
fessionals and Educare team
leader Barb Bennett decided on
a complementary program, with
.crnphmsis on reading and writ-
ing.

*“It is an opportunity for chil-
dren to practice and extend what
they learn in kindergarten,”
Somerville said. “It's not a dupli-
cation.”

The “market driven” program
must be succeeding, in part
because parents liko the fact
they don’t have to transport

Aims to
please:
Teacher
Geri Bres-
nihan
starts the
program
at circle
time by
allowing
Samantha
Kritzer to
lead the
kidsina
sing-song
chant.
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cnrolled in the district.

C i for parents and
consistency of the day for chil-
dren are just two of the reasons
more are taking interest in Edu-
care, said Yvonne Christensen,
who works as a paraprofessional
in Bresnihan's clasaroom,

“Some kids arc ready for more
than a half day kindergarten
experience,” Christensen said.
“It's nice for children to do
things in this room that we just
can’t do in a traditional] kinder-
garten,”

Children in the program, Bres-

Forest fun: Educare pupils Rachel Zafata (left) and Calvin Hanna participate in a dramatic play activity, acts .

ing out the roles of forest animals such as wolves and bears during an afternoon session at Fairview Early

Childhood Center.

nihan said, “have more free
choice, it's not really as struc-
tured as regular kindergarten.

up for kids, parent

They nced the opportunity for
dramatic play, making their own
decisions.”

Christensen described Educare
as having a “much slower pace.”

Valentine’s time

But that might be subject to
debate, except for the first part
of the afternoon, A group of kids
aat on a carpet reciting sing
songs about the alphabet, accom-
panied by teacher Bresnihan.
The “Jump Rope Chant” was the
feature of that dny’s so-called
circle time. The segment cnables
the class to focus on language
development.

Moments later, the real fun
began as youngsters scattered
all over the room, doing every-
thing from serving pretend tea to

bling Legos to ki
wood blocks.

“It's a volcano,” said 5-year-old

Rebecca Klegon, sitting next to
the blocka. “We need more yel-
low,” responded classmate Jen-
nifer Lu, 5.

A mock forest in another cor-
ner was a way for kids such as
Rachel Zapata to pretend to be a
bear or a wolf rummaging
through a camp site, There even
was a small tent and two logs
nearby,

Since it was the week of Valen-
tine’s Day, several were involved
in appropriate activities. There
was 6-year-old Cindy Fielder,
pushing heart-shaped cookie cut-
ters into Play-doh. Bresnihan
worked with others as they cre-
ated their own special Valentine
cards,

“This is the card we're going to
put in the mail to your mom and
dad,” said Bresnihan to 5-year-
old Stephanie Wald. *How do we
start?”
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Bresnihan then wrote out the
words “Happy” and “Valenting's™
while sounding out the letters
with Stephanie. tl

For more information abdut
Educare, call: Alamada, 489-
3808; Fairview, 489-3799; Hill.
side, 488-3773. K

New contract

Clarenceville teachers get raise

BY MARIE CHESTNEY
STAFY WRITER

The 113 teachers in the
Clarenceville School Diatrict
have a new three-year contract
which gives them a 2.3 percent
poy hike for each of the three
years.

The percentage is higher than
the rate of inflation, currently
1.7 percent, and slightly higher
than the current average pay
increase for Oakland County
teachers, which is 2 percent,
snid Superintendent Tom Tat-
tan. Clarenceville district
includes a southeast portion of

H ‘We've got an agree-
ment that is falr to
both parties.’

Tom Tattan

With the cap, teachers will pay
any rate increase over 3 percent,
Tattan said.

“If there’s an increase more
than that, teachers will pay the
extra,” Tattan aaid,

Wor) in another b

er

— sup
Clarenceville School District

“We've got an agreement that
is fair to both parties,” Tattan
said. “This is a fair rate of pay
for teachera that lets us continue
to support our programs and our
small class size, with no cuts in
service.”

The average pay for a

Formington Hills e Board of Clarencoville taacher 18 $48,292.
ducation recently app d the gt

hers start at

new contract retroactively for
the current 1997-98 school year
as well as the following two
years, 1998.98 and 1999-2000.
Both sides have bargained since
lnst August, when the previous
three-year contract expired.

Pot charge

Farmington Hills police
arrested a West Bloomfield
male, 20, nfter a police chnso on
westbound 14 Mile Rond Satur-
day afterncon.

Officers found 16 grams of
marijuann on the driver and in
his vehicle. They also recovered
a brown stem-like substance
believed to be hallucinogenic
mushrooms.

The driver was expected to be
charged with flecing and clud.
ing, marijuana pesscesion and
having a hollucinogenic narcotic.

At 5:20 p.m., an unknown cel-
Jular caller told police about a
possible drunken driver in the
14 Mile and Northwestern High-
way aren, A few minutes later,

$29,970. The top pay for a teach-
er with o master’s degree is
$69,475.

With the contract, teachers
have agreed to an insurance rate
increase cap of 3 percent. The
district pays $621 each month in
insurance for cach teacher.

stems from

afficers spotted a Dodge Dakota

pickup ol

unit, Clarenceville Educational
Support Personnel Association,
also will get a 2.3 percent
inerease for the 1997-98 school
year, They agreed to accept what
was negotiated for teachers.

Bargaining for the district’s
administrators is now underway,

he teachers’ pay hike is
slightly larger than the 2 per-
cent they reccived in 1996-1997.

Clarenceville, which serves
students in Livonin, Farmington
Hills and Redford Township,
gets $7,036 from the state for
each student,

“Our contract contains cost
containment,” Tattan said. *We
have to live within the amount
the state gives ua for labor and
fringes.”

cop chase

taken into a patrol car to defuse
the s i

n
14 Mile. Police attempted to stop
the vehicle, which was traveling
between 55 to 60 milea an hour,

A chase continued west on 14
Mile, pust Farmington Road and
onto northbound Drake Road,
and cnded when the driver
pulled into a driveway on Anne
Drive, believed to be his resi-
dence. With his gun drawn, the
officer ordered the man feom the
vehicle and told him to lay on
the ground.

Family members came out of
the house and began sercaming
at the Hills officers, who were
joined by West Bloomficld police
during the arrest. The man was

The man had bloodshot,
watery eyes and smelled of mari-
juana, police reports said. A
roach clip and rolling papers
were also found inside the truck
along with a cellular phone. The
phone had the clectronic serial
number torn off, which is com-
mon with stolen cellular devices.

While being taken to the palice
station, the man admitted he
smoked two to three joints. “I'm
stoned,” he told officers.

At the station, police found
three bags of marijuana in the
man’s pants, He was taken to
Botaford Hospitnl where his
blood was drawn for analysia.

Crime prevention breakfast seminar slated for March 11

Farmingten Hilla Police
Department's Crime Prevention
gection will present a seminar on
internal theft Wednesday,
March 11.

The seminar, conducted by
Jose Ortiz, runs 9-11 a.m. at the
William Costick Activities Cen-
ter, 11 Mile Rond, cast of Mid-
diebelt. Regiatration atarts at

8:30 a.m. A contincatal break-
fast will be available.

For information or to register,
call Juliet McGlinch at 473-
9637.

SAVE 33% TO 60%

Our Fur Wrap-Up Sale starts Thursday. February 19, and runs through Sunday, February 22,
in the Fur Salon. Choosc luxurious styles from names such as Giuliana Teso, Jetry Sorbara,

Vilentino, Oscar de la Renta, and moze, all gathered from NM stores across the country.

Savings off original prices. Interim markdowns may have been 1aken, Selected merchandise only,
All furs subject 10 prior sale and labeled to show country of ongin. Prior scason’s merchandise may be included.

THU SOMIRSET COLUICTION 248 643 3300 FOR STORE IVINTS CALL TOU-FRET 1838 Noa VINIS

www.nelmanmarcus.com




