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for judge

Former Qukland County Com-

* “missioner and son of Circuit
Judge Richard D. Kuhn, Richard
D. Kuha Jr. announced his can-
didacy for Oakland County Cir-
cuit Court judge Monday.The
position is being vacated by retir-
ing Judgoe Robert C. Anderson.

3% Kuhn, nn attorney with Adki-
““gon Need law firm of Bloomficld
Hills, is currently an nssistant
township nttorney and served as
municipal prosccutor for Com-
ferce, White Loke and Spring-
ficld townships,
+ Formerly a rescarch attorney for
Dakland County Circuit Judge
Rudy J. Nichals, Kuhn served four
terms s county commiasioner

fmm 1983 to 1990. He currently
serves on the Oakland County
C o8
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Panel airs opposition to Auburn Hills casino

BY GERALD FRAWLEY
BTAFY WRITER

After a slight stumble at an
OU Student Council forum last
weok, whore soveral students
actually had pozitive things to
say about a casino proposed by
the Bay Milla Indian Tribe, casi-
no opponents were back on the
attack Mondny.

Those opponents consider the
forum to be a carefully orches-
trated attempt by the tribe to
elicit some positive public rela-
tiona for tho casino, which hne
drawn protest from north Oak.
land residents and elected olfi-
ciala alike,

available to explain what thoy.
consider to be the drawbacks to
the casino,
Spokesman David Waymire
. said last weck the tribe hos had
littlo opportunity to actually tout
its casino proposal, which he
said v‘vill provide both economic

suit ogainst to rencquire land
that ‘tho tribe clajims once
belonged to its reservation

In exchangoe for the six acres
in Auburn Hills, Hodloy main-
tains clear title to some 50 aercs
along the St. Mary's River in the
upper poninsula,

B

for the and
a revenue sourco for a varioty of
locol governmental units, ,

. Wc.nymi_ro anid th? tribe has

ped o B
roughly $20 million to Auburn
Hills, Onkland County and Jocal
school districts.

Waymire also said that the
consistent opposition to tho casi-
posal has been made with-

Inr the opp
anawered with ‘their own care-
fully orchestrated attempt to
step up a negative PR campaign.

no

out actunlly having heard the
tribe's ideas, Most opposition
arose before the trike completed
its application to put the land in

A panel of r d oppo-
nents — from atate Sen. Mat
Dunaskiss and Oakland County
Sherifl's Capt. Barnett Jonea to
Orion Township Supervisor
Colette Dywansuk and county
issi, 8 Larry Obrecht

Parks and R: i

: Kuhn said hia eight years of ser-
vice a8 o county commissioner, cou-
pled with his background as an
nttorney, makes him uniquely
hualified to bo a eireuit court judge.
+ “Iam confident that [ have the
lngnl training, expericnce and
tamperament to be a good
Judge,” Kuhn said,

¢ In making his announcement,
Kuhn said he beticves o judge's pri-
mary concern should be for the
rights of law-abiding citizens,

. “Our homes, busincsses,
churebes and neighborhoods can
be made safe for our familics by
removing criminals from our
atrects,” Kuhn aqid,

Reps: Keep
garbage out
-of Michigan

BY TiM RICHARD
- 'STAFP WITER

On this the state Senate and
House agree: Michigan needs to
control the solid wastes hauled
to its landfills from other states,

On another mattor, the U.S,
Supreme Court has heen cloar:
Transportation of solid wastes is
in interstate commerce, thus a
matter for the U.S. Congress,

So action in Lansing is stalled
as lawmakers craft an amend-
ment to billa by Sen. Loren Ben-
nett, R-Canton, that will pass
constitutional muster.

Bennett's bills, passed 36-0 Inat
year by the Senate, seck to halt
the flow of solid waste from across
the borders to Washtenaw County
landfills. They send a message to
Congreas that Michigan wants to
act provided Cangress gives the
state that authority.

“Far us to sit here month after
month, with aut-of-state wastes
coming in . . ." said Rep. Mick
Middaugh, R-Paw Paw, during
the Jan, 28 House Conservation
Committee meeting,

Added the Michigan United
Conservation Clubs: The intenta
are 1) “decreasing the amount of
solid wante impaorted into Michi-
gan and 2) prohibiting wastg
from other states and countrics
with lesa restrictive solid waste
disposal regulntiona,”

The Senato bill included nn
amendment by Alma Wheeler
Smith, D-Snlem: “To protect the
public health, safety, welfare and
environment of this state from
solid waste such as tires, batteries,
yard clippings, used oil and similar
waste products,” Michigan shall
notify Canada ond other states it
will not accept those wastes.

The House panel substituted
an amendment by Rep. William
. Byl, R-Grand Rapids, who said

‘Smith’s amendment *would
. almost certainly creato.a conati-

tutional challengo because it

treats wastes differently.”

Byl proposed language to
require the atato Department of
Environmental Quality to com.
pile a list of statea whoso solid
wasto laws aro ns restrictive as
Michigan's. *Other statea could
comply by having an {ndividunl
to certify their solid waste mocts
Michigan’s standnrd .

Smith 1o the Sonate floor to
attend the House committoe
meeting and argue for hor vor-
sion. “We wero over-exuberant

' on yard wastos and tires,” aho
admitted. But Smith added that
. if Michigan sticks to the public
health issug, its chances of a law
. surviving in court aro greator,

“Michignn is imposing no dif-
ferent standa on others than it
does on ftaelf,” she aaid. “If I had

- my way, I'd urgo yuu to paas the
- bill as it pnssed tho Senate.
With my amondment, our state
tan look ot health based stan-
dards of other states.”

and Jeff Kingzett — presented
their views on the cosine plan in
a special live telecnst on Orion
Cable television,

The program wus taped and
will be replayed on Orion Cable
channel 66 on Friday at 7 p.m,

Citizens Against Auburn Hills
Casino president Beverly Luther
said a tape of the program will
be available for intcrested com-
munity groups, and her orgoni-
zation will also make speakers

trust,

The Bay Mills Indian Tribe
has asked U.S. Sccretary of the
Interior Bruco Babbitt to put
into federal trust 20 acres of
land alongside Harmon Road,
near 1-76 and Joslyn Rond in
Auburn  Hills. If Babbitt
approves the application, the
land becomes a sovereign state
allowing the tribe to build a casi-
no on up to six ncres of the prop-

erty.

The Bay Mills Native Ameri-
can tribe has acquired an option
on the six-acre parcel of proper-
ty, as a scttlement in.a lawsuit
with Ohio attorncy James
Hadley. Hadley is among 174 UP
landowncrs the tribe Gled o law-
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ause the land was acquired
ns scttlement of a land lawsuit,
the 6.9 acrea is eligible for being
placed into trust and can be used
for the construction of a casino.

The tribo aleo has an option to
purchase an additional 14 acres
from Hadley. That 14 acres can
alao be placed into trust, but
bocause it ia being purchased
and is scparate from the lawsuit
settloment, it cannot be used to
build a casine under the Indian
Gaming Act.

It can, however, be used for
supporting busincascs.

If Secrotary of State Babbitt
refuses to place the land in trust,
the option will-expire and revert
to Hadley,

According to county commis-
sioner Kingzett, the story may
be oven more complicated.
Kingzott said that o property
title search of the 20 acres and
the surrounding 132 acres shows
that Hadley may not even have
clear title to the property.

Instead, a Troy based conglom-
erate of land speculatars doing
business a8 ANIRJOT Invest-
mont Company is the actually
owner of the property; Hadley
and the tribe merely have

.50 m‘inufe’s:'
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Slgn of the future? A billboard sign along 1.75 at M-24°

aduvertises for the Casino Windsor. The grassy field in
the foreground is where the proposed: casino will go.

options on the property and will

only awap (the 50 acres in north. .

ern Michigan and the 6 acres in

Auburn Hills) should the land be

taken into trust.

The other 14 acres the tribe
has designs on is o cash deal,
said Kingzett. The 132 aeres aur:
rounding the site, whether its
owned by Hadley, the land spec-
ulation group or the tribe, could
not be developed for with a easi-
no, but would be valuable
nonetheless.

“It's a unique way to acquire
property, to say the least,” said

1/mo.

Hingzett, .

The tribe applied to have the
first 20 acres put into trust in
November, but the application
has atalled while the Minncapo-
lis Minn. office of the Burcau of
Indian Affairs of the department
of interior reviews the applica-
tion.

State Sen. Dunaskiss said that
the only way that apponents can
stop the casino is if therc is o
concentrated and resounding din
of opposition.

“We muet say, 1o, no, no,” he
said.
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