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Advocate brings
corporate efficiency to
arts management

I £ Sally LePlay-Perry I8 just gotting

, then hold on. The rovo-
lution is ahead.

LePlay-Perry is the now cultural Monday, Feb. 23, Mesdow
arta coordinator for Farmington and Brook Theatre, Wilson Hatl,
e, e
She admita to being from the corpo- 9; { N
rate communications world where she umwummwn mv::ll :uy
was a “chango agent.” 11th12th grede students in
Talk about a facilitator with high Oakiand County schaols. Pro-

expectations,

If the arta are going to become a
more central part of community life
and educational curriculums, enlist-

ing the energy of people lika LoPlay- m’,ﬁm‘:&fx’;‘" .
Perry is essontial. Rour, Progrem inchudes two~
Until last March, she worked at 48-minute plays based on

MichCon, expediting organizational

changa at the one-time rigid, 136- * X tlea *Saw Soldiers,” and

yclt.x[x\o}d l:om pany. :ished. sho took : . : . nmmmn_m Karim Alrewl,

buy ot and figured that it was time Convivial: Mcadow Brook Theatre is bmademng its presence in lhe community through educational 8 “Angets in America: Miet

to move in another direction. programs to schools, workshops for lom! playwn his a:ui collaboratwna wit cammumty theaters. . by Maadow Brook Theatre snd
The change-agent waa looking for KanmAIwc:n, (leﬁ), Debra Wicks am:l ¢ the word out. &”_;::fmf’,";}‘;;m

her next target.
Then, lnat summer, she saw the ad
for the arta coordinator’s positior:.

She set her sight and moved quick- Mow playing
ly. Change-ngents also have 20/20 © "Wnat the Butler Sew® by
viaion when it comes to finding oppor- Joa Orton. Tust %
tunities. days, through March 8,
. sitrections
Good for business q H I N I « “Murdsr by Misadvortors,®
“For our cultural arts program to by Edwaed mtm an 18

grow, it must include businesses in
the community,” she said.

* But first, the one-time practicing
attornoy knowa that she must present,
a compelling caso to demonatrate that’

thetic idcals, rather than practical ,
realities of making art happen.
‘There's art appreciation. And then
there's inculeating-the values of toler-
ance and discipline embodied in the

arts.

Advocates like LePlay-Perry nim for
tho latter.

‘With no likelihood of major increas-
es in public subsidics, LoPlay-Perry

Ares pigywrights Imvitedta
discuss thester end play-oever-

process with Maadow - |

opment
Brook's artlstio clrector ang

ram culminates in & staged

Willlam Feuthnet's short 310

RE INVENTION BY

MEADOW BROOK THEATRE'S GA‘MBIT TAKES SHAPE -

month, Moadow Brook Theatre artistic
director Geoffrey Sherman finally took
a day off.

Coming on the heels of producing tho
collaborative musical, “Thunder Knock-

sional theater on the Qakland Universi-
ty campus will hold a playwright's open
house, conduct o statewide tour to pub-

hc m:hoola and mn:h uut tu

supporting the arta is good for busi. CBr mmmmuo ahared conviction thnt the theatermuat Perlmpn Lhntu the renson néxt sea- w
- ne'll\:.o e . . .. reach o&:ua make its caso to prospecs ﬁn. di tolsb:!rmnn. to
often in the arts, Lhcm ‘s aten- ;: tive audionces. - moro conventional,
dency to focus too nnrmwly on aea- - After the frenetic pace of thio lnst In tho next few weeks, the profes- Ultimately for Meadow Brook to

grow, said Sherman, the emphasis hay

to be on attracting a more diverse audi-

ence, mnkmg theater more relevant,
and and the gener-

ing on the Door,” Sherman ¢h
hats to direct tha demanding and intri-
cate farce, “What the Butler Saw.”

‘With bags under his eyea and a cup of
coffee within reach, Sherman returned
early the next day from his day off to

Then, in late Apri, Mcndnw Brook
will collaborats with the OU depart-
ment of music, theatre and dance in the
Tony Award and Pulitzer Prize-winning
"Angels in America: Millennium

nl public about the value of theater.

But the gtrangest selling point, he
said, must bo that live theater is incom-
parable to other entertainment alterna-
tives, auch as tolevision and movics.

“Live theater is like a church,” said

udrsandethprivtesoor st bl Sttt ol o e | AppoeriyToyjosiner | Sheaen A iing bl it
lin;ha.e:g::roe :‘b;;p:g ;};&M ur:; howa After decades of predictability, how- ia determined to heed the call. of community.”

thriving arts scens enhances cconom- e the me;}:ﬂ:ﬂ;"dw Brook | 7 jke a church Making a statement

ic growth, Like many other regional theaters *Wo want to produce theater that will ‘Three yeara ago, Sherman's choice of

LePlay-Perry is looking for empiri-
cal proof in her studies of the cultural

around the country, Meadow Brook is in

“entertain and challenge our audience,

August Wilson’s "Piano Lesson” made a

" the process of reinventing itself. + +| tohelp thom re-examine their lives,” statement, That was the first time
m&i: cities liko Seattle and ' . "Wo're at a watershed,” eaid Shor- said Sherman. Mend ow Bmok produced o phw by an
But that's only part of her job *man, who is in the last yoar of a three- Keeping in mind ical busi pt
" P Job. year contract, realitics, Mondow Bmk must mave Lut year's I Am AMan, nbout the
Telling the world “For years we neglerted our future ahea ly. garbage strike in 1968, and
Right ‘now, I'm doing a lot of listen- because when money got tight the first With o modest eubocnbcr baseof . thia yoar's "Thunder Knocking at the
ing,” she said thing t:n:c wm':!r. was the outreach pro- E:X uoob , they munt seek a broader uudi- aogr; were further attempts to appenl
¢ N grams,” he sail ‘| ence by to 'y 50N i Ameri dii
, Apparently, being a succesaful Producing ncclained plays is the sibilitica. "1 Both plays were produced in collabo-
the direction of tho Currents nfpublm most ohvious sign of a vinble theater. Yot at the same timo, Mendow Brook | ration with Plowshares Theatre of
opinion. But building an audience is just as can't risk overlooking their longtimo Detroit, an African-American company.
‘Arguably, the Farmington area is at ‘mysterious and magical, loyal audlence. ) Along the way, however, there's been
the vnngun;-d of municipalitics sup- Typleally, a theater may loss 20 por- *There isn't o major theater company’ | a foew rough spota, “Thunder Knocking
porting the arts cent of yearly subscribers, Last year, | in the country doing all new plays,” said | on the Door® was out of focus, and the
Not only are lhero 22 arte groups in Meadow Brook lost about one-quarter, Sherman, “We ows a debt to the clas.
the Farmington arca, but thero's o Thore's no alarm, just concern and a . | gics” cuso see N

passionate volunteer apirit and an
active arts commisaion,
Few othor communities have given

Moy 17, Vamer Studio The-
atre, OU campuy; (248) 377-
3300.
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tho arts such a high priority,
And now, it might bé time for the
rmington aren to take tho next
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o atage is set. In two mon e 9
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nppening. lery,
But there are oncouraging si; Townsand, Birming:
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| tival of Dance in Farmington brought STAFF WRITER eatato, the Klein Gallery | 300
"] together dancers throughout the area Lang beforo artists sought their 16 minutes of negot!nted tho first North | "o Fob. 29
in a weoklong celebration. fame, they appeared more serious minded and  America exhibit of the pho- | garge (O’
Thero's a simmering buzz about . utterly untouched by commercinlism. tagraphs taken pctween 8120 bo viewsd at .
changes in Farmington. It's more than Yes, that was before tell-all biographies, cam. - 1946 and 1957. Sima, who DL/ /weww.cxgalt
sarendipity that o chango-agent ia cordors, the Intornet and even telovision, And no, Worked primarily as a [ erycom
i °°1'; mg‘;}:;h has already untouched by commercinlism doean't mean they }’:‘1"9‘8"; and aculptor, died
envisioned lHouyw& Opening hi:": ?u;:?:;ﬂ?::}qzs of black and white pho- _ “Other thun being photos of famous people,
.| thome furt-bo kick-oﬁ'uln for tho art tographs at the David Klein Gallery, the inner there's something quite artful about the photos,”
i festival. - . sanctum of the mastera of modernism appears in  50id David Klein. .
r “1 live and bmnthu the arts,” said a stark, novel light. “Theso are the p_copln whosa work I want to
i .:Ial’hv Perry. L seo oy rulo as help- While much of modern art distorts or olimi. Show in tho gallery:
BB ug"“" h‘,""m"‘ natea tha presenco of a discernible human form, Spirit in art
i the nder ul‘art. . the photographa of Miche! Sima places front and With L ring to artifl si
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1k me "'m" 1.2657, or atnd ‘,,W' tion to Sketchpad: Henri Matisse sits at the table in his. mbgﬁohaﬁzgf‘p‘;iwfgt;u s photos offer an botween the nrtists and their work. Many of the
b 805 E. Maple; Blrmlngham. 48005, - Paris apartment, one of the 25 photos of famous {nsidors look at Picasse Mnm‘:u Duchamp, Photos were taken in tho artiats’ studios or
2 RN “+ |- artists from the first-half of the century pho- i ¢ y

Chagall, Leger, Miro, Arp, Gi ti, Braque,
Ulﬁl]n, Le Corbusier and Calder, nmong others. Pleaso sco iiomnm, 02
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