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Wllder had vision of her books

A Litt!o Houso Roader {$15.95)
Plonees Glrl {818.98)

By William Anderson

Harper Collins, 1998, $16.95

Laura Ingalls

Wilder is a
name forover
{ated with

plunnum. and publilhcd nrﬂclea

periods und events in the
uulhm’s life.

‘What emorges from the writ-
ings of Laura Ingalls Wilder is
the portrait of a atrong, eolf-
reliant woman who valued her

ta but ot the

what waa beat
in tho American
pioneer:
courage, hard
work and the
Bpirit of adven-
ture. he
author's mght-

ook. sorics,
from "Little House in the Big
Woods™ to “Those Happy Golden
Years,” continues to educate and
dolight children and adults
interested in the daily struggles
of our American ancestors.

It may came ns some surprise
to her fans to learn that Wilder
did not begin writing her-autobi-
ographical books until she was
66 ycars old. -Yot tho woman
who spent her days as &
farmwife, dovoted mother and
community leader was no
stranger to the world of publica-
tion. Long hefore she descri
her childhood expericnces on the
American frontier, Wilder was a
columniat for the “Missouri
Ruralist” and contributed
numerous articles to Kanaaa
City and St. Louis

ESTHER
LITTMANN

same time avoided the more rad-
ical eloments of the feminiat
movement in the early 1900s.
Her request to fiance Almanzo
Wilder to delete tho customary
“oboy” from their wedding vows
set thu tone for a marriage thm.
d a loving relati
with equality and teamwork.
Wilder belioved that there was
no better occupation to “combine
the desires of & ‘modern woman'
with all the advantages and tra-
ditiona of homoemaking” than
that of a farmer's wife. In an
article written for McCalls
(Juno, 1919), she points out that
*“farm women have always been
wage earners and partners in
their husbands' business.”

In worda that could apply
cqually to the board room,
Wilder writes: “There is a joy of
spirit and a prido of power that
come to a farm woman who is

the Athenianse, a culture and
study club of which she was a
momber until her death in 1957,

Tho first time I read the “Lit-
tlo Housc” series was as an
adult, sharing tho books with my
clomentary-school daughter.,
Fascinated, [ recall being curious
about the mature personality
that created, so vividly, the
young pratagonist of her novels,
William Anderson's book satis-
fiea that curiesity and confirms
my initial impressions, Wilder's
success lay in tho ability to com-
hine in her nnture both the prac-
tical and the idealistic, a blend
that finds expression in the fol-
lowing words written during a
trip out west with her daughter,
Rose:

“To be broad in outlook as the
plains themselves; free as the
cloud shadows that drift over
and brave aa the small creatures
that make their homes upon
them; to be clean and pure like
the air and strong like the winds
that sweep over the uplands.”

William Anderson has also
published a short biography of
Laura Ingalls Wilder geared to
young readers, Called “Pioncer
erl' and replete with beautiful

le, color ill by

fully alive to her opportunities,
ing and solving bl
confronting and overcoming diffi-
cultics, refusing to become petty
thougl ding to numberless

as well as to the nutmnul]y
known “McCalle Magozine.”
Michigan author and award-
winning historian Willinm
Anderson has written extensive-
1y about Laura Ingalls Wilder
and her family in “The Little
House Guidebook” and in “Laura
Ingalls Wilder Country.” His lat-
est publication entitled “A Lmlo

details or be discouraged before
threatened disaster.”

The interests of Laura Ingalls
Wilder went well beyond the bor-
ders of her 300-acre farm in
Mans(ield, Mo., however. She
organized and me treasurer
of the Mansfield National Farm
Loan Association. She was elect-
ed chair of the Wright County

C And she

House Reader” is
of Wilder's wntmgs penncd well

aought political office. When her
failed, Wilder was dis-

before her ‘s series, Its
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include poctry, com-
posed primarily for her own

appointed but not disheartencd.
She simply devoted horself all
the moro to church activities and

Dun Andreason, this 8-by-12.
inch, 31-page book is a perfect
eompanion for enthusiastic fol-
lowers of the “Little House”
series.

Both books are available at
Halfway-Down-the-Stairs Chil-
dren's Bookshop on E. 4th Street
in Rocheater, Mr, Willinms will
visit the store for a signing 11
a.m. Saturday, Feb. 28.

Esther Littmann is a resident
of Bloomficld Township. She is
a private tutor with Una
Dworkin and Associates, You
can leave her a message from a
touch-tone phone at (313} 953-
2047, mailbox number 1893, Her
fax number i5 (248} 644-1314.

Mystery weaves complex plot

An Unfortunate Pratrle Occur-
rence

By Jamic Harrison

(Hyperion, $22.95)

If you plan to
read this mya-
tery novel, I
suggest you do
80 with pencil
and paper close
at hond, This ia
not just so that
you can keep up
with its rather
sizable cost of
characters, but
T with their many,
highly serpentine interrclation-
shipa. Personal connections in
the fictianal town of Blue Deer,
Mont,, (pop, 5,000) and environs
are so dizzying at times that a
reader wouldn't necessarily be
surprised to meet on these pages
some oddball who had just dis-
covered that, somehow, he really
was his own long-lost grandfa-

VICTORIA
blAz

ther.

Act\mlly. I'm kidding. This is a
perfectly serious book. Some-
times,

Look at it this way: Expericne-
ing this tnle by Michigan-native
Harrison is a little like watching
an episode of *Northern Expo-
sure,” a8 written by a Russian
novelist with o penchant for
Grace Metalious and a now-ond-
then nod toward the funny
papers,

In the course of the story, Blue
Decer’s beleaguered, “cssentially
solitary” sheriff, Jules Clement,
faces o whole passel of problema:
A camper uncovers a skeleton in
a shallow grave near Blue Deer.
A serial ropist is an tho loose. A

beer-swilling traveler jumps into
the Yellowstone River and disap-
pears. An area rancher and his
dog die under definitely mysteri-
oug circumstances,

Add to that: 1. Juleg’ love life
is down the toilet. 2. He drinks
too much
4. He hates his job.

Also, an arsonist may be
prowling the streets of Blue
Deer, a bear ventures into some-
body’s yard, a diverced couple is
fighting like wildcats over cus-
tody of their dog.

Not to mention what is proba-
bly Jules' number one concern:
Given Blue Deer’s concentrated
population, he may have to
arrest a close friend - or even n
relative - who might also be a
judge, attorney or officer of the
law for any one of the above high
erimes and misdemeanors.

Told you it was complicated.

Though Jules stands at the
center of Harrison’s fictional
world here at the cdge aof the
Crazy Mountains, some soc-

ondary characters provide signif-

icant resonance and toxture, The
Honorable Miles Birdlang, pre~
siding at the courthouse for some
30 years, definitely adda his own
kind of punch (even though his
longtime secretary swears the
humorless judge is “too dry to
8pit)), a8 does his *big ... bump-
tious” and "paycho” doughter,
Flo. The wheezy, flashlight.
wielding rapist manages to bo
one of the most riveting and
alive characters in the atory,
aven though his real 1dent|'.y is
not rovoaled until late in the

game. Montana itself plays an
impnrtnnt Tole, too, a8 thc story

BOOK HAPPENINGS

. 3. The weather sucks. '

opens and winter begins to pay
its annual visit to “the gray and
blustery mountains, the wind-
flattened grass on the wind.
shaped golden rises.”

In addition te her lively char-
acters, Harrison provides
strength to this whodunit via
some richly evaked scencs tone
involves “o troop of coyotes,
wrestling with something™ that
resembles a human body part in
the “cerie snow light” of a desert-
ed mining town). Alsg, though
this is a story sct in a contempo-
rary world, the author is often
subtly cloquent about the
ineacapability of our collective
and individual histories.

“An Unfortunate Prairic
Occurrence” is the third mystery
in the Jules Clement scries (oth-
ers were "The Edge of the Cra-
zies” and “Going Local”), but it
your haven't read the others, you
can jump right in with this one
and not feel left behind, since
Harrison has a way of putting

:each book together so that it

stands on its own,

On the other hand, readers
familiar with all three books
may feel they've had three times
the fun, getting acquainted and
reacquainted with the melan-
chely-but-heroic Sherilf Clement
(and ex-nrchaeologist and Uni-
versity of Michigan clum, by the
way) and all his motley Montana
crew,

Just remember to keep those
pads and pencils hondy.

Victoria Diaz is @ Livonia free
lance writer who apecializes in
book and theater reviews, You
can reach her by voice mail at
953-2045, then press 1854.

BARNES & NOBLE (NORTHVILLE)
Mystery Book Club discusses
Margaret Lourence’s “Hoarts &
Bones,” 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Feb,
24; Laurie Palazzo reads from hor
now book “The Spider
Trampollng,” 7 p.m, Wednesday,
Fob. 25; Oprah Book Club dlis-
cusses Tonl Morrison's
“Paradise,” 10 a.m. Thursday,
Feb. 26 at the book storo, Six
Mile and Haggerty Road,
Northvllle. it

BARNES & NOHLE (M.OOMFIELD

HILLS)

Fiction Book Club discusses “The
Edible Woman,” 7 p.m.
Wodnosday, Feb. 25; Clnoma-Lit
Book Club discusses “Groat
Expectations,” 7:30 p.m, Friday,
Feb. 27 at the bookstore, 6675
Talograph, Bioomfield Hills.

BORDERS {BIRMINGHAM,

SOUTHFIELD ROAD) .
Beoumont Hospltal and Borders
team to answer quostlons on
“Enting Disorder

Corduroy 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.
Saturday, Feb, 28 ot the store,
34300 Woodward Ave.,
Birmingham {248)203-0005.

Woek.® 7 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 24;
story 1imo for littlo ones, 10:30
a.m. Wednosday, Feb, 25;
Spanish Clud, 7 p.m. Thursdoy,
Feb. 28; storytetler Alma Greer,
10:30 a.m, Feb, 28 at the stors
31150 Southfield Road,
Birmingham {248)644-1515,
BORDERS (BIRMINGHAM,
WOODWARD)
Africen Amotican Women Myatery
Writers, 7:30 p.m. Wednesday,
Fob. 25; Contemporary Lit group
discusses “We Wero tho
Mulvaneys,” 7:30 p.m. Thursday,
Fab. 26; gultarist David Laabs,
7:30 p.m. Friday, Feb, 27;

?

HILLS)
Former WQRS radio host Paul
Russell conducts classical muslc
workehop of music for romance, 7
p.m. Sunday, Feb, 22; story telier
Naim Abdur Rauf, 2 p.m. Sunday.
Fab. 22; Jett Caponigro signs his
book “The Crisls Counsotor,” 7
p.m, Wednosday, Feb. 25, at the
store 30995 Orchasd Lako Road,
Farmington Hills {248)737.0110.

MURDER, MYSTERY & MAYHEM
Mmory Mavens discuss Thomas

Perry's “Vanishing Acl,” 7 p.m.
Thursday, Feb, 26, at the store
35167 Grand River, Farmington
(248)471.7210.



