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Lion sets sights on sacking leukemia

Farmington boy, 2,
visited at hospital by
football star Porcher
BY SUE MASON

STAFP WRITER

Matthew Goldi wasn’t sure
what the fuss was about. All he
knew was that the man whose
lap ho chose to sit in waa good at
baniging stuffed toys together.

“This time we worked on sack-
mg the quarterback; noxt mnc
we'll work on somo movos,”
R]‘;b;n Porcher told the 2-year-

tho always-popular desscrt
table, raffle and dancing to the
music of Vizitor,

Joining Porcher as gucats will
bo Rich Fisher, Denise Dador of
WXYZ-TV and Lila Lazarus of
WDIV-TV, who aro serving as
mastora of ceremony, and soccer
star Bryan “The Gooso™ anur-
ty.

More than 1,000 people are
cxpected to turn out to help raise
$80,000 for childhood cancer
research, Ticketa for the dinner-
dance cost $60 each and are
available by calling Eileen
Surma ot (313) 681-6647.

Pedi

A Detroit Lions defensive line-
man for six years, Porcher was
at Children'a Hospital on Michi-
gon last week to visit some of
the youngest victims of child-
hood cancer, including Matthew,
who has acute lymphoecytic
leukemia,

Arranged by Leukemia
Research Life Ine,, it wos the
firat time the Rochester Hills
reaident had ever visited the
Detroit hospital, He focused his
time on visiting children on the
oncology floor, offering words of
cencouragement and autographed
pictures.

“When I walked into the
rooms, | couldn't get over how
uphbeat the kids are,” Porchor
snid. “I play a game and I may,
be sore the next day, but it will
go away. To sce how strong they
are puts in perspective what 1
do”

Porcher is the honorary chair
of LRL's 17th annua! Evening of
Hope dinner-dance, slated for
Saturday, Feb, 28, at Laurel
Manor in Livonia.

The evening will begin at 6:30
p.m. with cocktails and a silent
auction filled with sports memo-
rabilia and travel and entertain-
ment packages. The 8 p.m. sit-
down dinner will be followed by

ted to research

‘The nonprofit organization is
dedicated to tho climination of
childhood cancers through
research at Children's Hospital,
and since ita inception in 1881,
LRL has raised moro that $2
million.

“Ninety-seven conta of ovory
dollar we raise goes to research,”
said Eric DeVore. He and wife
Sharon werce instrumental in
starting LRL in 1981, “We're a
totally volunteer organization
and the single largest contribu-
tor to childhood cancer rescarch
ot Children's Hospital.

“But what we really want to do
is got tho message out that can-
cer is the No. 1 killer disense of
childron.”

In fact, it was Sharon who con-
tacted the Detroit Lions organi-
zation in hopes of getting ono of
the team members to help with
the benefit.

Her letter was passcd on to
Porcher, who was on his way to
San Diego, Calif., to sce the
Super Bowl and then Hawaii for
the Pro Bowl,

“I found the letter in my bag
and read it on my way back,”
Porcher said. “I said, ‘Oh, man, I
have to call os soon as I get back.
I hope she hesn't found some-

A Quality Life

To achedule a tour, or for more information.
call Sherry Samson at (810) 350-8070.

Our  Qeratric  program
provides 24 hour baslc
nursing  care.  Our  staff
Includes RNs, LPis, CENAs,
a fulltime recreational
theraplst and  activity
coordinators as well as
volunteers.

« Cheerful semi-private rooms

* Meals prepared by chef
(kosher meals avallable)

* Barber/beauty shop

» Resplte and extended stays

» 24 hour physiclan coverage

» Restorative nursing program

* Recreationa! programs

CENTER

26900 Franklin Rd. * Southfield
(810) 350-8070

Surgery

Surgery Affordable

Now you can decrease your dependency
. on glasses or contacts at a great low price!

w First in Michigan to do RK Surgery
& First in Michigan to do Excimer Laser

W First in Michigan to make Excimer Laser

MICHIGAN EYECARE INSTITUTE

Where knoulcd[:t has real value, ~

10ff|ce 50uthﬂeld 248-352-2806

M ‘] play & game and 1
may be sore the next
day, but It will go away.
To see how strong they
are puts In perspective
what | do.’

Robert Porcher
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“We are blcxsud to have you,”
said Sharon. “We knew you were
going to be a part of us, you just
didn't know.”

‘It wasn't good’

But such was not the case with
Matthow, who was dingnosed
with acute lymphocytic leukemia
in June 1997. His mother, Lau-
rie, a nurse at neighboring
Harper Hospital, “just knew it
wasn't good” when her son dovel-
oped pinpoint spots of blood on
hia skin after he doveloped o
cold, .

Matthew was dingnosed with
leukemin on Junc 3, 1997, and
now receives chemotherapy
daily, cither intravenously, oral-
1y or through the spine, as part
of his 130-week treatment.

‘The cancer attacks blood-form-
ing tissue, bone marrow, lymph
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" 66 percent chance of a five-year

nodes and spleen. The diseasc ia
in remission, and Matthew hos a

survival rate, uucvrdmg to Lau-
rie.

“Woe still losa 25 percent of our
children to cancer,” she said.
“Thesa little people don't get the
attontion thoy should. Child-
hood eancer doesn't got the .
research dollars it should.

“For you to be able to say you
want to do this ... bless you. I
don’t have to power to use my
face or body to educate people, so
it’s important to us to have you
say this matters to you.”

Porchor deflected the compli-
ment with a “no thanks needed.”
‘The father of 3-year-old Morgan
feels he is doing a lot if he can
get some of the children to smile.

That wos no problem. An 117
year-old Lions fan was grinning
{rom car to ear after Porcher
whispered in hia car.and even
thrents of tickling couldn't get
him to reveal the messnge.

But Porcher did on the way
down to the outpatient clinic.

“He told me he played football
and was a running back,”
Porcher said. *I told him 1 have
running backs for lunch.

“I'm glad I came down here
todoy. I'll be coming back; I plan
on popping in from time to time.”

“DETROIT COUNTRY

Come explore the wonders of our scheol commu-
nity and discover the supportive learning environ-
ment that prepares tomorrow's [eaders through a
dynamic program of academics, arts, activities
and athletics.

We invite you and your child to explore what
Country Day offers at each of its four schools—
Pre-K through Grade 12. We welcome students of
average, above average and gifted abilities.

For more information, call (248) 646-7717.

Preliminary decisions are made in January for September encollment.

Due to our philosophy of quality education and sniall class size, we
recommiend you apply i varly as passible.
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| GAI\T Wireless Services
Authonred Retaser

No Activation Fee! (525 Value)

No Contract Required!
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Lion heart: Robert Porcher with Matthew Goldi, 2
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- OPEN HOUSE

to be held at all four schools, Pre-K through Grade 12

MARCH 1ST FROM 1-4 PM

LOWER SCHOOL (Grades Pre-K-2)
3003 West Maple Road

filoomficld Hills, Michigan 383013368
TELEPHONE {246) 433-1050

JUNIOR SCHOOL (Grades 3-5)

3600 bradway Boutevand

Bloomfield Hils, Michigan 46301-2412
TELEPHONE (248) 647-3522

MIDDLE SCHOOL (Grades 6-8)
22400 Hallview Lane

Bevuely Halls, Michigan 480234824
TELEPHONE (238) 646-785

L'PPER SCHOOL (Grades 9-12)
22305 West Thirteen Mele Koad
Peverdy Hills. Michigan 48025
TELEPHONE (238) 616-
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PCS (pEéeséeis) n. Personal Communications Systems, offer all the features of a cellular phone,
with addltional options, improved clarity, stronger security and less power consumption,
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