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Keep rolling

Ban shouldn’t end teens role here

ow that akn!e-
. , boards can no
longer roll down-
town, the debate - if thero
really was one - aver the
ban has also ground toa
halt,

Much can still be
learned from this exercise.
Yes, the Farmington City
Council banned skate-
boarding downtown, fol-
lowing in line with similar
ordinances in Royal Oalk
and Birmingham.

And yes, that means
any teen caught perform-
ing skateboard stunts on
the contral business dis-
trict’s sidewalks or curbs
will be warned.and then

there. Those who make the laws should recog-
nize that these youngsters with boggy jeans,
chains dangling and hats worn backwards
have a place in town, too.

Their sport or hobby isn't exactly Pop
Warner football or bantam hockey, but it
deserves an adequate platform. Likewise,
teens should be more aware how their behav-
ior and shat of their peers affect others around
them.

‘That’s why it was encouraging to hear city
officials talk about possibly forming a task
force to look into finding a auitable — and now
legal — place for skateboarders to practice.

Our fear when this ordinance was rolled out
was that skateboarders were an ensy target:
For the most part, they arc tcens whose style
of dress and nocturnal nature isn't befitting

A place to roll: Tbenagers made a case for someplace to
gkateboard in town before Farmington council members
boards downtown. Vandalism since then

banned the
a“;‘lio"(‘)“yw}‘”“’ from$25.  chouldn't end the potential to find a place for skate-
. N boarders in town.
The issue shouldn't end

ord destri That's b
adults emuy thnt sport, whereas skateboard-
ing is strictly a teen thing.

Of course, acts of vandaliam like those
reported Inst week after the ban was approved
only help fuel the hooligan stercotype that
folks pin onto skacboarders, Those offenders
should be dealt with and made to pay for dam-
ages.

But let’s separate acts of destruction, which
should be dcnlt with d:rcctly, l'ram thu activity
of akateb: g. Not all sk are
vandals.

Such behavior is not in line with those
skateboard enthusiasts who spoke before city
council, Those teens are to be commended for
their conviction and courage,

It’s difficult enough for a well-spoken adult
to 0 go bcl'ore an audience that includes public

1

the cover of “Boy’s Life.”
lt wouldn't be a stretch to lude some
i owners and are uncom-

fnmblo and perhaps even intimidated by
these teens and their boards, The city would
never want, say, in-lino skating banned down-
town even though it ean bo just as dangerous

of this group did so clo-
quently und politely,

Talks between these teens'and aduits
shouldn't dead end with an ordinance; that
should be only a jumping-off point.

H onorable judges
in courts
“throughout the land,
; ‘pleaso take note.
.-Thisis justa
. reminder, as gentle
. as wo can make it:
Courts are public
. property and the
" public needs to know, has every right to know,
- the details of the cases decided therein.
Therefore, court proceedings should not be
closed to the public or the press, which “acts
as a segment of the public in guaranteeing the
- openness and integrity” of the judicial sys-
© tem,
The words are those of Blair Moody Jr.,
- State Supreme Court justice, who in 1980
. wroteo the high court’s opinion that a judge
may close criminal proceedings to the public
only under extraordinary circumstances when
no other alternatives exiat to protect the
rights of the accused.
“It is important that citizens be free to
abserve court proceedings to insure a sense of
. confidence in tho judicial process,” Moody‘n
« opinion continued.
. And juat how do the majority of c:tuens
. observo? Through words and pi

‘Press ensures integrity in court

Court modified its long-standing rule ngainst
cameras in court. Justice James H. Brickley
was a promoter of the change.’

We reiterate the high court’s opinions —
and stress the visunl aspect - at this time in
light of a decision Feb, 13 by James P. Shee-
hy, veteran judge of the 52-3 District Court in
Rochester Hills,

Sheehy said “no wnY’ to cameras nnd tape

ders at the p: ofa
Rachester Hills wcn chnrged with first-degree
murder in the shotgun slaying of his younger
sister,

.
The lugh-prol'lo caan had attracted the
d crowd of ia-types from the
Detroit-area newspapers and radio and TV
stations, The judge's decision didn't raise
many eyebrows; he seldom allows cameras in

courtroom.

Shechy said his decisions about cameras
have been based on a need to keep decorum in
tho courtroom and a lack of space.

Granted, most local courtrooms are small,
How about pool setup — one atill and one TV
camera. It's better than nothing.

And lot's make sure that, when cameras are

allowed, the rulcs are followed so that deco-
rum ia

by the media, print and electronic, of courso
We are the eyes and ears of the public.
In the late 19803, the Michigan Supreme

This wesk In hlstory as reported In past
editions of the Famington Observer.and the
Farmington Enterpriso.

40 YEARS AQO ~ FEB. 27, 1988 (ENTERPRISE}
Farmington School officials said they were
planning for tho future ~ and the need to -
build and equip more elementary schools —
by asking voters for a $1.5 million bond
issue next morith: - Even as voters mulled
that increase, achool ‘congtruction was in
progress using $4 million in bonds 4
authorized only one year earlier. To polnt
out the growing need, Snpeﬂnmndone G.V.
Harrison notad that 182 studonta were v
npcmd to grnduam that yoar (1957) whﬂu

L rats

e irroe s

.| an attempt to rnise $26,000 in voluntary

The Supreme Court has spoken on open
courts and cameras, It's important for the
courts and tho press to work together to
implement the finding. .

*"TURNINGBACK THE PAGES" "~

872 students were enrolled in kindergarten,

25 YEARS AGO - FEB, 28, 1973
The Farmington Community Center waa
proparing to launch its annual fund drive,

contributions to supplement the $132,000
annual budget. The center’s budget included
n0 tax money, with.revenue from tuition,
rental foes and other ovenla Co

2 YEARS AGO FEB, 26, 1998
A public hearing was plnnned on an oﬂ
drilling proposal by Westbay Expt

COMMUNITY. VoIC

QUESTION:

What was

your most

memorable

moment

from the

Olympics?
"Whon Tara Lip- *The moguts. *When the Czech | “The most excit-
Enskl won the They have to be Ropublle beat Ing wos to see
gold medal. She balanced, coordi- Russta, | had Hermann Maler
had o lot of nated, flexiblo, heard on NPR crgsh and then

I:L‘;::zﬁi:';’:e enthuslasm on all tn one,” (Enuccumlloly ) golsn towlin

that momin, old.”

North Farming. | hor face and it Christa Doot | 4ot ol | €

ton High School | =% Farmington | s - Simon Zakallk

volieybalt Kristin Wimmer Farmington Hills

Farmington Fran Zokallk
match. Farmington Hilis

LETTERS

PACking it on’

fler reading Rep. Raczkowski’s guest edi-

torinl about voter apathy several weeks
ago, I began to think, “What a wonderful edi-
torial, It encourages peoplo to get active and
make political change happen for themselves.”

Then I began to think about the real reason

for voter apathy: cynicism, For ns long as I can
remember, some politicians have promised to
chonge the ills of government then once elect-
ed, profit from the very things they pmmxacd
to change, Some have even had the aud,

Oakland County jail for drug use, marijuana
or other, has ever been rehabilitated from
their addiction in this jail, not one single per-
son. So why keep sending these people to jail?
They apend some time in jail, get released,
probably lose their jobs if they had one, are
charged $65 a day for their keep, got a black
mark on their records which helps prevent
them from obtaining employment, go back out
on the streets with no or underemployment,
no chance of rehabilitation, steal to continue
their addiction, then return to jail. Our laws

to adorn and ecxaggerate their pasts to get
- elected.

Unfortunately, Rep, Rnczknwslu is no dif-
ferent. In 1996, he bragged, *I fought for my
country during the Gulf War,”

It was later revealed he never went to the
Gulf but was an Army Reservist stationed in
Ft. Benning, Ga. He even lied about having a
master’s degree from Central Michigan Uni-
versity. Rep. Raczkowski also promised not to
take campaign contributions from special
interest groups by saying “I don't believe
politicians should be bought and sold. I pledge
1 will not take PAC money or I will not seck
re-election,”

While assuring the public in July of 1996,
he would not bo bought and sold, he had
already received $6,000 from special interest
groups. Andrew Raczkowsld continued to
accept money from these groups even as he
was preparing his first legislative update lnst
spring saying, "I continue my policy of not
allowing lobbyists to buy me lunch.”

According to hig annual campaign finance
report for 1997, he allowed them to do more
than just buy him lunch. Roughly 90 percent
of the contributiona to his campaign account
came from special interest groups, Examples
like these are the reason why people are cyni-
cal of political promises and politicians; politi-
cians, who feel compelled to exploit the dry-
ness of our souls and pander to our fears of
government and society then profit by the
very things they claim to oppose. There is
nothing wrong with aceepting money from
various PACs to finance costly political cam-
paigna. The problem is the hypocrisy of saying
you oppose the evils of special interest groups
while they quietly slip cash into your pocket.

The late speaker of the House, Sam Ray-
burn, said “Any man who deceives tho voters
dunn a political will t}
decewe thum after being clected.” We, t.he peo-
ple may have failed to listen to Sam Rayburn's
warning, bul,we have learned tho lesson the
hard way.

Stephen Dibort
Farmington Hills

A challenge on drug rehab

here is no drug rchabilitation in the Oak-
land County jail. No drug user sent to

drug use do nothing except
!he pathofa never—cndmg circle leading
nowhere.

Drug users are mentally ill persons, not
when they started using drugs, but the addic-
tion makea them mentally ill. Do mentally ill
peraons need to be sent to jail, or should they
be sentenced to treatment where they will
receive counseling and medieation? I am fully
aware of the Farmington Area Counseling
Centers and Advisory Council on Middlebelt
and on Orchard Lake roads to where the 47th
District Court judges order various types of
offenders for counseling and rehabilitation.
The problem is, as noble, well-meaning and
valiant as the efforts for this type treatment
certainly is, it juat docs not work, with the
tiny exccption of a relatively few.

Anyone who has had to deal with the prob-
lems of persons or relatives whe are mentally
ill knows that counseling alone almost never
works But it does work in comuncnon with

iy n

ists and highly
caso workcm. And I repeat: Drug use causes
mental illness.

1know that our 47th District Court judges,
probation officers, police Chief William Dwyer,
City Manager Daniel Hobbs, Mayor Aldo
Vagnozzi and the entire Farmington Hills city
council have serious concerns regarding the
problem of drug use. Therefore, I hereby chal-
lenge these individuals to get together and
begin to try to find another path which can
better help resolve the problem, We know
from long experience what is being done now
Jjust does not wark, so why not make the effort
to try something different?

. Kenneth Kemp

Farmington Hills

Opliniona are to be shared: We welcome your
ideas, as do your neighbors. That's why we
offer this space on & weekly basis for opinions
In your own words. We will help by editing for
clarity. To assure authenticity, we ask that you
sign your letter and provide a contact telephone
number,

Letters should be malled to: Editor, The Farm-
ington Obseiver, 33411 Grand River, Forming-
ton Michigan 48335, Letters can be faxed to
(248) 477-9722. Or, they can be emaited to
dvarga®@oe.homecomm.net
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" OuR Mission: “Because we publish community newspapers, we think about community journalism

" in a fundamentally different way than our bigger ition. They ider th {
they cover,

Indepgndent from the stories and

to be

g in to write the unusual or

Company in the southwest corner uf
Furminxtnn l-hllu. .

fonal and then dashing off to cover

else, We regard ourselves as both accurate

Journalists and as caring citizens of the communities where we work,”

~ Philip Power




