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20 have say on spending $9.5 million

BY TiM St
STAY? WRITER

Monday night's public hearing
about how Farmington Public
8chools should spend jts $8.5
million ahare of tho Durant law-
suit settlement brought out
numerous opinions and view-

points.

While a slight mejority
approved giving the money back
to; taxpayers, nothing was decid-

ed and probably won't be, until
April at the carliest, said achool
board President Lindn Enberg.

She said about 20 people spoke
on the issue, with representation
for each of three main alterna-

. tivea for how the money can be
spont,

*It was very fruitful,” said
Enberg about the state-required
public hearing, which took place
during n special mceting at the
Lowia Schulman Administration
Building. “We very much enjoyed
hearing what the public thinks.”

The turnout showed “the vari-

Still time to comment
Give Farmington school offi-
cials your input on this issuc:
Call 489-3300 or fax comments
«|to 489-8348: =

cty of opinions that arc out there
on this,” Enberg added.

Enberg emphasized ‘that the
window is still open for morg
puhblic input ns the school board
and administrators make a deci-
sion nbout the money. She sug-
geated calling or faxing district
officials at (248) 489-3300 or
(248) 489-3348, respectively,

Farmington and 83 other
Michigan public school districts

will receive their Durant dollars*

in single lump-sum payments
around April 15. Farmington
will likely decide that month
how to spend it, even though
Enberg said there is no deadline
for such a decigion.:

The Durant case, filed in 1980,
stemmed from the 84 districts’
clpims that the state was not
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mecting financial obligations for
mandatory programs such as
specinl education.
Apparently, most of the com.
ments Monday night were
<" regarding tho option to' directly
* return Durant money to taxpay-
ers, Enberg said seven or cight
people spake about that option.
Several ways to do that includ-
ed: putting the $9.6 million into
the curront series of bonds, to
lower tho millage over the next 1
1/2 yenrs, Enberg said that

" home.”

Homeowners are changing all
the timo.

“A much eagior and cleanor
way to do it would be to just
rﬁduce the debt millage that is

Pool plan isn’t making a
splash with all neighbors

BY TIM SMITR

. BTAYY WRITER

d to that buai or

Several othor suggestions
included the following:

W Three peopla at tho hearing
supported sotting up an endow.
ment fund, using the intercat for
special projects.

Cannon said improving play-

would “be a porary thing.”

The money also eould be ear-
marked for: paying off the bond
issuc zooncr; reducing the next
purchase of bonds from $26 mil-
lion to $16.4 million,

About the Iatter, Cheryl Can-
non, the district’s assistant
superintendent for business and
finance, soid the owner of o
$165,000 home in the district

g ds, installing football field
lights and providing “equitable
nceess to enrichmont programa
to all students” might be ways
auch a fund could be used,

M Putting the money into a
donor-controlled fund to bo oper-
ated by the Formington-Farm-
ington Hills Foundation for Chil-
dren, Youth and Familics.

M Giving monoy back to spe-
cial educati nbo; i d

could expect a ings of $17
annually over 19 years.

As for the suggestion of direct-
iy sending rebate checks to resi-
dents and businesscs, Enberg
said it would probably be next to
impossible to accomplish.

“That would be extremely diffi-
cult,” she said. *Although it
sounds very clean and neat, it
would be difficult to pull off.

Enborg
that tho program ia fully funded,
with the district using general
fund money to keep special ed
aflont.

Meanwhile, the previously
stated option for the district to
cstablish a “wait and sec” period
before deciding what to do with
the money drew no public sup-
port, Enberg said.

Far Road
John Anderson &nd Skip Eich-
horn 'don’t went the city to
allow & non-competitive swim-
ming pool to be built at the
Farmington Tennis GClub
bocause thoy say it would hurt
property values. .

It also would be a noisy nui-
sanco, sald othera who spoke
out during & recont Farming-
ton Planning Commission pub:
Jic hearing on the subject. The
fumes and traffic would niso
worsen, said othors, Ono rosi-
dent even said sho'd soll her
condo if the request to build a
pool were approved, -

Not to worry, at least for a
while. The tenanis club's bid to
obtain a special exception use
and site plan approval for the
outdoor pool and recroation
area was tabled by tho plan-
ning commission.

Bofore the matter can be
taken up again, perhaps as
soon as March 9, tennia club

with nearby residents to reach
a compromise. Moat of the res-
idents who apoke againat the
plan live in the 23000 block of
Farmington, in condominiums

.not far from the tennis club at

22777 Farmington. ..
Commisaioners njgo want
more dotailed information
about when, ond how loud,
music ia to be played.
Allen & ‘Laux must also
yoviso ita londacape plan for

- the north side of the tennis

club property, to screen resj.
denta from the pool area.

Tho pool, to be built on club-
owned proporty northeast of
the oxisting tennis club, would
range from 3 to 7 feet. A hot
tub, 28 now parking spaces
and a water slide are other
highlights of the plan.

David Cornwell, represent-
ing the tennis club, told com-
missionors the architecta
dosigned a secluded facility
with a landscape barrier and
that there would not ba a pub-
lic addross system, such as at

management and its architects nearby Farmington . Glen
{Allen & Laux, Inc.) must meet  Aquatic Center.
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If you're like most women, you're so busy taking care of your family — your children, husband, parents

or other loved ones — it's hard to find time for yourself. But finding time for annual check ups is the best defense

against breast and ovarian cancer, osteoporosis, diabetes and cardiac disease. Botsford General Hospital

offers a continuum of services to assist you in maximizing your health. If you would like a physician referral,

'

call HealthMatch at (248) 442-7900. If you're in the prime of your life — 40 and up, take time out for

Prime Time for Women, Saturday, March 21, from 9:00 am - 3:30 pm at Botsford General Hospital

in the Zieger Center. The day will include sessions on perimenopause, menopause, breast health, alternative

medicine and a demonstration on healthy cooking. Acomlnental breakfast and lunch will be served. There

is a minimal fee per petson. To register call Community Relatlons at (248) 442-7986. Due to popularity,

botsford
general
hospital

ing Out To!

there may be a waiting list. So call today and maximize your heaith.

ﬁhe People Of Our Community '

28050 Grand River Avenue Farmington Hills, M1 48336-5933




