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Chiefs proclaim state of cities, schools: Excellent

Audience enjoys business/education links, staff diversity moves

BY DAVE VARGA
STAFF WRITER

Excollent. That was the prognosis
chndqrcd by lenders of Farmington,

Attorney Dan Darnell of MacLean,
Proppe, MacLean & Darnell in Farm-
ington Hills also pointed to tho busi-

faehool ins s a highligh

was tho new 24-hour Fire Station No.
5, which means firefighters are getting
to firea faster than before, Chief Rich

par
Although he ad d they require a lot

Hills and Farmi: Pub-
lie Schools.

Officials of those three public services
told Farmington/Farmington Hills
Chamber of C about
their accomplishments at an annual
“state of the cities” breakfnst Tueaday
at the Costick Center.

After the reports, a few folks in the
audience were asked to pick out the
message they remembered best. !

Ed Hodges of the Botsford General

Hospital board of directors focused on
the roferences to business/education
partnerships highlighted by Superin-
tendent Bob Maxfield.

Hodges said back in 1967 after
Detroit's “civil disturbances” he was
working at Michigan Bell when he con-
ceived the idea of businesses working
with d to “enrich ed ion ‘and

of work, they're important. .
“I am very impressed,” Darnell said,

":will'n Farmington Board of Education’s

with b
1t has long been needed.”

A different school-related message
caught the ear of Ray Randolph of Ran-
dolph Marketing. He was impressed by
the district’a efforts to hire minority
ataff to reflect the minority makeup of
the district.

“Being a minority and listening to
what's being done to actually reflect the
community in tho district, I think that
was cxciting,” Randolph said.

Hills hits honors .
The report by Farmington Hills City

Manager Daniel Hobbs focused on a

\Jvinn‘mg year, led by the city police

prepare kids for the world of work.”

Farmington's school district currently
using partnerships with busincsses
such as TRW, Botaford and others.
“How it got to Farmington,” Hodges
sn;‘d‘ “I'm not sure, but I'm very pleased
it has.”

taking state and national
honors for its community policing pro-
gram. Most impertantly, the depart-
ment saw significant reductions in
“major crime categories” in the first
three-quarters of Jast year, Hobbs said.
The firo department's biggest news

Life-saving skills,
work ethic merit

BY RICHARD PEARL
STAFF WRITER

To hear 1898 VFW and Opti-
mists Club Firefighter of The
Year honoree Stephen Bicbel tell
it, the Parmington Hills Fire
Department deserves an award,
not him,

“They educated us like you
wouldn't believe,” he says. “They
teach you how to react. :

“Basically, I toock what 1
learned and applied it. And now
they give you an award. What o
great organization.” .

But humility isn't the only
thing the 37-year-old Biebel has
going for him, says his boss at
Station 4, District Fire Chicf
Richard Levine.

Honored jointly Feb. 14 by the
VFW and Optimists Club for his
career contributions ~ even
though he's only been with the
{ire department seven yenrs —
Biebel is an “extremely reliable
person” whose wark ethic, says
Levine, “is right up at the top.”

He's known to co-workers and
neighbors as a mechanically-
skilled guy who happily makes
himself and his abilitics as a
firefighter, emergency medical
services technician, training
instructor and even metal fabri-
cator available when needed.

“He does it all. He's the opti-
mum paid-on-call firefighter,”
snys the station's chiefl

In the last year, Biebel's
earned two life-snving awards.
His crucial question - *Did she
ent anything recently?” — led to
the suctioning of an orange from
the throat of an elderly woman
who'd stopped breathing. He also
is credited with reviving a young
woman who had overdosed.

Biebel, who stops and renders
aid wherever it's needed, once
saved n neighbor's son when he
calmly took over for the dis-
traught father after the man had
pulled the non-breathing boy
from their backyard pool.

Besides the life-saving awards,
he'’s also won two unit citations,
certificates of merit and nppreci-
ation and many citizens' letters
of commendation.

“He's a very personable indi-
vidual who deals very welt with
the public,” says Deputy Fire

firefigh:;e

r honors

Chief Pete
Baldwin.
“He has o
very good
‘bedside
manner,’ if
you will.”

A nd
levine can
rely on e
?;::3}1{:,{ Staphen Blebel
mation at emergencies: “He has
a real good handle on what
needs to be done.”

With the department since
1990, Bicbel continued as a paid-
on-call even after becaming full-
time in '95 — one of 14 of the
department’s 26 carecrista to do
0.

Thus, he's available 24 hours
day, soys Levine, who's known
Biebel since '90. “When the beep-
ers go off, he's there.,”

And when Station 4 got its
new ladder truck, Biebel used
his pre-firefighter, metal-fabrica-
tor training to build a Jong tool
drawer on rollers for easy access
from cither side of the truck.

Now a sergeant, Biebel bas
been a training officer for two

years “and he does o very thor- -

ough and excellent job with
that,” says Levine.

He's also completed his fire
inspector’a training and has vol-
untecred as a department repre-
sentative on the Western Wayne
County Hazardous Incident
Responae Team.

Bicbel *has taken every appor-
tunity to contribute,” says
Deputy Chicf Pete Baldwin. “He
warks very hard, It's not just a
job to him. He's very dedicated to
the organization and being a
part of its ongoing improve-
ment.”

Bicbel, married and fathertoa
five-year-old daughter, says his
job is “very rewarding.”

His late father, Ed, a Detroit
firefighter, “nlways used to tell
me, ‘It's a clean living, and as
much as you can apply yourself,
it’s not a bad way to go.™

It's called “the most dangerous
profession in the world,” Biobel
snys, “but when it comes right
down to it, the only danger is
when you put yoursel{” into dan-
ger.

Police host ‘internal theft’ seminar

The Farmington
Hills Police
Department will
Bpunsor a seminar
for arca business-
cx on “Internal
Theft” from 9-11
a.m. Wednesday,
Mnrch 11, at the
William Costick
Center on 11 Mile
in Formington Hills,

Speaking will by Jose Ortiz, an
expert an the subject. Continen-
tal breakfost will be served, with
registration at 8:30 a.m. For
reservations call Juliet McGlinch
at 473-9637 by March 1.

Smart pet contest

1s your pet a four-legged Ein-
atein? Here'a your chance to
show off your pot's brilliance,

—— -y

and be eligible for a first prize
worth $500, while helping a good
cause at the same time. The
Michigan Humane Society and
the Farmington Hills Pet Sup-
plics "Plus” store are inviting all
dog nnd eat owners to enter their
furry friends in the second annu-
al “Smartest Pet In Detroit” con-
test.

Simply aubmit a short (2 min-
utes or less) VHS tape that
shows why your dog or cat is the
smortest animal around, and
drap it off at any Detroit area
Pet Supplics store by 5 p.m. Sun-
day, March 8.

The contest’s top three win-
ners will also appear on the
Michigan Humane Socicty’s
PETeclethon, which runs from
noon to G p.m. Sunday, March 16
on UPN TV-50.

i was also clected president of
the International Association of Fire
Chiefs.

Last yenr also brought voter approval
to n renewed tax for Parks and Recre-
ation and a vote to preserve Woodland
Hills Park. Still, Hobbs said, the city’s
tax rate hasn't riscn. "A ‘no tax
increase’ doesn’t happen automatically
or easily ... It means having to sacrifice
some things that we would like to have
in order to focus on things we must
have...”

One of thosa musts, Hobbs said, is the

nowly installed network of 285 comput- -

crs for city, police and-fire offices. This
new technology will help the ity better
handle, for example, 10,000 recreation
program registrations at different loca-

ons.

“That's different people, different pro-
grams, dealing with refunds, checking
to see if clasaes still have openings, etc.
These 10,000 recreation registrations
nr.edcurrcntly done manually,” Hobbs
said,

Planning ahead

Downtown Farmington's future is get-

collection show
& personal appearance

Saturday, February 28
10:30 am Livonia
1:30 pm Birmingham
Sportswear

Simplicity is the key to dressing well, whatever
the season. Meet designer Sigrid Olsen and
preview casual fashions that make dressing a
simpfe, revitalizing experience. Her latest
callection has easy shapes for all figures—
in fabufous fabrics and colors

that delight the eye.

ting two
close looks,
according to
City Manag-
er  Frank
Lauhoff,
One is
visioning
project ask-
ing the com-
munity's
wiew of the
downtown of
the future;
the otherisa
10-year cen-
tral businesa
district plan
croated by
the Farming-
ton Down-
town Dovel-

BTAFY PROTO BT BHARON LINILY

Good message: Tom Bloom of HA. Smith Lumber
applauds during the chamber's State of the Cities

opment breakfast Tuesday morning.

Autherity.

They should give the city a target. *It
doesn't mean we're gaing to get there;
it's o direction of travel,” LouhofT said.

A dozen aesthetic and functional pro-
jects lead off the DDA plan, and once
the city finishes its visioning project,
Lauhoff said, “The DDA will blend the
two together and sec where they over-

lap.”

Farmington addresses are popular for
business, Lauhoff noted. Street-level
retail space is basically full downtown,

and industrial property is 100 percent *

leased. “This is a prime time to'take
advantage of or economic climate and
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Birmingham » {248) 644-6300
SHOPPING HOURS « MON-SAT 10-9 « OPEN SUN AT NOON

Livonia « (313) §91-7696




