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& stand-up comedian, That’s not
what we're about,” he said,
“Wo're satiriats, iconoclastic,
itrevorent. We do aketch comedy
wh_'h an ensemble, and work in

“‘Audiencéa arc familiar with
what happens on Mainstage, and

< on the road whon the Touring
Company comes to their town,”

But there's more to Second City ~
Datroit than that.

~Second City ~ Detroit takes
comedy seriously, and offers a
vafioty of classes, and programs
forbusincasea.

~“We want to offer something
for everyone,” said Wade. “We're
Tooking at creating programs for
yaiung people, a two week sum-
mer doy camp, and an abbreviat-
‘ed -off-sito program for adults.
It's fun, a chance to play, and tho
4kills are valuable in so many
walks of life.

“You Iearn to be more creative,
*hw to work as a team, new cre-
ative ways of aolving problems.
Skits arc a journey to find solu-
‘tions to problems:. You gain confi-
dénce performing, and become
an active listener — listening is
vital to our work.”

Improvisational comedy, which
challonges the audience to use
their imagination, and the cast
theirs, was e freeing experience
for Wade,

“When it’s done in a safe,
trusting environment it's a
chance to freely speak ideas, to
ghare with the audience and the
pebple on stage,” he said, “We
wsk you to come on stage and

‘I personally like the
spontaneity of improv,
and the challenge of
dolng something differ-
ont every night,’

Mare Warzecha’

B troupe member

play. We spend all our lives not
doing that.”

The pressure ia on, but Wade is
having n great time. “It's very
exciting to watch a preduction
take shape,” he said. “To sec a
kernel of vision become a show,™

Pories brings a wenlth of expe-
riénce to the Mainstage. “Sho's a
fine improviser and has had a
rich and multi-faceted life, which
is important. She's-a tireless
warker, and very funny.”

As the show continues, there
will be subtle changes. “It
evolves as the actors find more
clfective ways to steer the mes-
sage,” spid Wade. *We're open to
making chanpes. We're obligated,
we must be the voice of the com-
munity.”

The 3rd Level

‘The 3rd Level Improv Troupe,
performing Sundoys, and head-
lining Thursdny-Sunday, March
12-15, at Joey's Comedy Club in
Livonia, is a different voice in
the community.

Mare Warzecha, Joe Gillis,
Angrie Potvin, Jeff Fritz, Michael
Lomas, Billy Zakolski, and Mary
Lindsay met at Sccond City -
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Detroit whilo taking classcs
together.

They got nlong well togother,
and ofter completing tho “third
level” of classcs, decided to start

“their own troupe.

“I personally like the spon- .
‘taneity of improv, and the chal-
lenge of doing something differ-
ont every night, and playing off
the audience,” enid Warzecho o
member of The Scecond City —
Detroit touring company. “You
hear something on the news and
you can work it into a skit. You
get to say a lot, maybo make a
point about the world around
you, sometimes it's funny. I real-
ly like that aspect of it.” .

Third Level has been perform-
ing together since April.
Warzecha said he had a very
good experience at Second City,
and improv is something he real-
ly enjoya doing.

“Our troupe has something
unique and different to offer,” he
said. “We ore all botween the
ages of 21 and 26, wo're younger,
and this gives us o different per-
spective. We take more chances,
wc're definitely the most sponta-
neous of the major improv
groups in the arca such as Total-
ly Unrchenrsed Theatre.”

Like Second City — Detroit,
Third Level is planning to offer
improv closses.

Finnl details are being worked
out, and Warzecha said classes
are scheduled to start tho end of
March, and meet Sundnys. You
can call (313) 438-1381 for more
information.
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early, or stay up late to write,

en I get on a creative streak
1 wake up at 3:30 or 4:30 and
writo.”

Sho and her husband, Jim,
have been married 23 years, Jim
is planning a party for her after
the show, .

“They’re oxcited,” said Feldt.
*“We have 30 people, my immedi-
ato family, coming opening night.
My oldest will watch the younger
ones, and 11 be taking her and a
girlfriend to the show the next
day”
Foldt snid she would like to
take some classes to grow as a
writer, *“Whon you enjoy some-
thing the learning comes casy.”

Graham wants the festival to
be just that - o learning experi-
cnce for playwrights and direc-

tors.
Thero will be a talk back after

each performanco s the audi.
cnce can comment on the plays.
In addition to tha original one
acts, the Guild will bo presenting
ono published work, “The Actor’s
Nightmare,” by Christopher
Duran, Tony Lawry of Garden
City will direct, o
*“The festival is good,” snid Rip-
por. “We bring in now talont,

writora, directors and actors.”
One-Act Play Slam

Birmingham bascd Heartlande
Theatre Company is hosting its
first Onc-Act Play Slam at
Cadieux .Cafe in Detroit on
March 2. .

In addition to short plays that
will be presented, the evening
will be emcced by the improv
troupe Void Where Prohibited.

The slar is open to all writers
and would be writera. Writers

Hercules /o oo x:

" can reserve a performance slot in

advance by calling the number
listed in the chart, or aign in at
tho door. .

‘Writera may provide their own
actors or use any of the “aix bril.
liant® actors (3 men and 3
women) provided by Heortlande
Theatre Company, or enlist any.
ono in the sudience “foolish
enough to volunteer”

A randomly selected pancl of
judges will “score” the material
using any criteria they like.

Plays should take more than
10 minutea to perform, Food and
boverages will be sold at

Cadieux Cafe during the
ovening.
' Proceéds from the evening will

help support “Playscape ‘98 -
Heartlande's annual festival of
ariginal full-length plays.

“It helps us move the choreog-
raphy,” explained Matsunagn.
“Wo're able to awitch scenea as
the show continues so the flow is
smooth and fluid,”

To separate villains from
herocs, Disncy made them big,
‘The Titans (Ice, Earth, Lava and
Wind) and other oversized bad
guys are portrayed by perform-
ers, some on stilts, who are not
wearing skates.

“We did not cast skaters for
some of these roles, but rather
used people who are accustomed
to performing in large, heavy
" said Jerry Bilik,

A Cre Dury fesdval O Cavarni T Sporacred by

PEWABIC POTTERY
Sunday, March 1, 1998+ 500 p.m.
Admlssion $5.00
—r—

St. George Cultural Center
1515 Woodward + Bloomileid Hills
1174 mile Nocth of Square Lake)

4
crentive director.

Like other Disney on Ice pro-
ductions, Hercules is larger than
life.

“We have several special
effects,” said Matsunaga. We use
pyrotechnies and fireworks to
help Hades cxpress his rage
when he's gotting upset, The
sound and lighting are special
too.”

You'll forget Hercules” pal
Pegasus, the winged wonder
horse, is & prop. “He moves and
flaps his winga as Hercules rides
him,” said Mataunaga,

Costumes, sets and choreogra-
phy alao have a rele in conveying

the story to audicnces.

Hercules and Meg's costumes
were designed after extensive
historical research and a perusal
of Greek mythology. An irides-
cent cape underlined in bright
reds, oranges and yellows accen-
tuates the ficry temper of Hades,

In keeping with the movie vers
sion, Phil is a comic, The skating
is ncrobatie and incorporates

ice Show:
Hercules and
his pal Pega-
sus, a gift
from his
father Zeus,
are flying
high in the
new Feld
Entertain-
ment produc-
tion of Dis-
ney on Ice -
Hercules.

handspringe and back flips. The
muses dance their way through
the show to the beat of the 1950a
Motown sound.

“We've found that people forget
they're at an ico show,” said Mat-
sunaga. “They're drawn into the
story, and before they know it,
the story is over, because the
performers were doing their job.”
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: wev: Cofiectons from the LES. & Canada .
' Oakland University’s \h&? Wil clisplay & sell a large sedection of

' Profeasional cetamic art tiles. Historic 8. fine

. Theatre Company Mﬁ‘iﬂm"’ﬁm

: For tickets call Itoms will be avallable at this one

" Meadow Brook Box Office ‘day only iockoor event.

_‘ (248) 377-3300 * Free appralsal services ANT ENHANCING LIVES

“Ticketmaster (248) 6456666 * Doos peizes thioughout the day — * .

" Hudsqus, y House Tl oo demonsaions The Birmingham Bloomfield Art Association

5 Pewalic cducational program A Citizen Supported Art Center

Dbserver g FEecentric For Information call presents

: HEWSRPE! Pewablc Pottery at :

© 199798 eonedi Sparsor @ 313-822-0354 The 17th Annual Michigan Fine Arts Competition
‘CONTAINS ADULT SITUATIONS AND LANGUAGE —

. 'FRI10:9 +:SAT 9-9» SUN:9-6. .

ANVTHING CONNECTED /|
WITH GOLF!

BALLS » CLUBS « APPAREL
.DRIVING NETS « SHOES
BAGS + CLUB REPAIR - VACATION
. PACKAGES « TRAVEL BAGS
CUSTOMIZED CLUBS & MORE!

Juror: Larry Rivere

Opening Reception and Awards Presentation

Friday, March 6, 1998 at the Birmingham Bloomfield Art. Assoclation
& pm. Champagne Reception for Benefactors
7 p.m. Dinner presented by Big Rack Chop and Brew House
8 p.m. Awards presentation followed by dancing to the
muslc of the Larry Rivers' Climax Jazz Band

Tickets $100/Benefactor and $60/Friend
Call (248) 644-0866

Exhibit wlll be on display March 7 - 27,1998 and avallable for purchase.

1516 South Cranbrook Road, Blrmingham, M. 48009
Hours Monday-Saturday 2:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
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