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‘Dark Clty even darker than dlrect»or}é “The CroW

In a acenario
straight out of
Kafka, a man
wakos ono
morning in a
hotel room to
find his memory
has completely
disappeared.
When he's told
that he's the
number ono sus-
pect in n string
of gruly mur-

ders, he's not
surn whether ho mmmmm:t them
dl‘ not.

“Dark City,” the second film
from “The Crow™ director Alex
Proyas, places us in en imagi-
tjary world where we're not sure
of ourselves, where shadowy
strects are shot from odd angles
nﬁ:d the aun never bothers to

Complex and uncompromising,
*Dark City" is a visionary film
that is both mind-boggling and

. mind-blowing. And while not all

of it wcrku it's got enough wild
ideas and erazy visuala for about
a dozen films.

It has taken five yenrs for
Proyas, still haunted by Brandon
Leo’s accidental shooting death
on “The Crow,” to get this movie
off the ground.

After stalled starts at othor
studios, title changes (it was
advertisod as ovorything from
“Dark Empire” to “Dark Warld"),
and a releaso date held back for
almost & half year, the Aus-
tralian writer/director finally
delivers the movie oxactly the
way he envisioned it. In a world
whore movies are increasingly
studio "products,” this is renson
enough to see it.

Which isn't to say that “Dark
City” is a complote success. In
many ways it's the maddening
rosult of an imagination so
active that you're worn out by
tho closing credits, In thia sense
it owes plenty to tho oppressive
visual style of German Expres-
sioniat silent films like “Motropo-

lis” nnd *“The Cebinet of Dr. Cali-
gari”

This is ovident in tho casting
of star Rufua Sowell as well, who
can't help but remind you of a
young Peter Larre. It's through
his somewhat buggy cyes that he
tries to discovor exactly what
happens cach night when the
clock stops ot tho stroke of mid.
night.

To reveal any more of the story
would be unfair,.because thero
are Bo many clever plot twiats,
But I will say that Proyas and
his team of apecinl offecta wiz-
ards havo invented bizarre ways

the film.

The rest of the cast employs rn
odd mix of stylea and non-styles.
As the police detective who trics
to break Murdoch down, William
Hurt injocts his dry sense of
humor but not much enthusi-
asm.

Think of Jennifer Connelly ns
moro or loss typecast since she
walks through most of her
movics, eapecinlly thia one, with-
out a clue.

Worst is Kiofor Sutherland, in
the part of a doctor who extracts
the momories from people with
the help of specml syrmgca. The

to depict a city which
itself nightly, with buildings
sprouting from the ground.

As protagonist John Murdoch,
Rufus Sewcll makes a believable
Everyman. You're sure you've
seen him before, but not exactly
whare (unless you're a fan of
BBC productions like *Middle-
march,” where he ia stil] best
known.) This unfamiliar famil.
iarity is a perfect complement to

part was to ba played
by someono older (was father
Donald busy or something?) and,
worse yet, he ddopts this stam-
mer between cach syllable thot
reminds you of a cross between
William Shatner and Renficld.
As with those old German
filma (and the recent “City of
Lost Children™), technique and
amazing visuals can often get in
the way of true audience empa-
thy. We don't really care about
Murdoch becauso director Proyas
is essentially doing to him what
the evil overseers do: moving a
pawn throughout an elaborate

Maybo somedoy someone will
maoke a film that wows us visual-

SCREEN SCENE

thriller, “Dark City.”

ly while offering characters we
can really care about. Until then,
we'll have to be satisfied with
movics as_ambitious and inter-
esting as “Dark City.”

I
Thriller: William Hurt stars in New Line Cinema’s sci-fi

s’

JASIN BOLANTYNIW LINE CINDMA

John Monaghan welcomes
your calls and comments, To
leave John a voice mail message,
dial (734} 953-2047 on a touch.
tone phone, maitbox 1866."

A sampling of what's playing
at alternative movie theaters
across mets'o Detroit as revicwed
by John Monaghan,

Baldwin Theatre 4156 S.
Lafayette, Royal Oak. Call (248)
541-6430 for information. ($10)

Silont comedy night 8 p.m.
Saturday, Feb, 28; 2 p.m. Sunday,
March 1. A quartet of exception-
el short films from the early
days of mavies. Charlie Chaplin
in “The Rink,” Buster Keaton's
“Cops,” Laurel and Hardy in

o Tars,” and Harold Lloyd in
“His Royul Slyness.” Live organ
from Father Jim

Detroit Film Theatre Detroit
Institute of Arts, 5200 Woodward
Ave,, Detroit. Cail (313) 833-2323
for information. ($5.50; $4.60
students/seniors)

“Fire” (India/Canndn-1998).
Thursday, Feb. 27 to Sunday,
March 1 (call for showtimes). A
contemporary tale of two Indian
women who fall in love, thus
breaking the old order's bonds of
obedience, fidelity, and silence.

“Conspirators of Pleasure”
{Czech Republic-1996). 7:30 p.m.
Mnndny. March 2. A bizorre new
movie from Jan Svankmajer, the
surrealist filmmaker (“Alice™)
who examines “ordinary people™
who engage in obscssive, darkly

Magic Bag 22918 Woodward,
Ferndale. Call (248) 544-3030 for
information. ($2)

“The Fully Monty" (Britain-
1996). 9:30 p,m. Thuradey, Fch.
26. The Oscar-nominated comedy
about a group out-of-work guys
who think they can earn some
fast money by performing ns
strippers. The only problem:
tancif very non-Chippendale

physiques.

Main Art Theatre 118 N,
Main Street (ot 11 Mile Road),
Royal Qak. Films play through
at least Thursday, unless noted
otherwisc. Call (248) 542-0180
for information. ($6.50; $4 stu-
dents, seniors and matinee; $3

“Live Flosh” (Spain-1997).
The latest from Pedro Almodovar
(“Women in the Verge of a Ner-

PHILIP Lx Mastmizn

Drama: Ralph Fiennes (Oscar) and Cate Blanchett .
(Lucinda) confer with director Gillian Armstrong on
the set of “Oscar and Lucinda.” :

vous Breakdown™ as a well-
drawn but surprigingly ordinary
tale of murder, obsession, and
unrequited love,

“The Apostle” (USA-1998),
Robert Duvall wrote, directed,
and storred in this story of a
preacher who finde his personal
road to salvation, helped in part
hy his wife (played .by Farrah
Fawcett).

“Oscar and Lucinda” {(USA-
1997). Ralph Fiennes plays a
controversial wagering priest
who finds his soulmate in
heiresa Cate Blanchett. Directed
by Gillian Armstrong.

“Afterglow” (USA-1897).
Julie Christie copped a Best
Actress Oscar nomination for
this tale of two couples whose
troubled marriages become
intertwined. Nick Nolte co-stars.
Directed by Alan Rudolph
{*Chooue Me,” “The Moderns,”)
Starts Friday.

Star Sou!hfcld 12 Mile Road
{west of Telegraph), Southficld.
Call (248) 372-2222, ($6.50;
$4.50 before 6 p.m.)

“Four Days in Scptember”
(Brazil-1997). This story of the
1969 kidnapping of an American
ambassador to Brazil (Alan
Arkin) has been nominated for

COMING ATTRACTIONS

Best Foreign Film Oscar.

“Zero Effect” (USA-1998).
From Juke Kosdan, son of writ-
er/dircctor/former Detroiter
Lawrence Kasdan comes this
quirky thriller about o Ho)lmes-
like detective (Bill Pullman) and
his assistant (Ben Stiller) in
search of a rich man's lost keys,

“Wag the Dog” (USA-1987).
Robert DeNiro ploys a Washing-
ton spin doctor extraordinaire
who gets the President out of hot
water by staging a fake war with
Albanin, Dustin Hoffman stars
as the Hollywood producer who
helps stage the ruse,

Windsor Film Theatre 2131
Wyandotte Street West, Windsor,
Cannda. Call (519) 254-FILM for
specific film information. ($5. 25
Canndian; $4 US.)

“Mon Oncle Antoine” (Canot
dn-1971). 7 p.m. Friday, Feh, 27
to Sundny, March 1. Set in 19404
Quebec, the movie charts one
boy's haphazard passage mtu
adulthood.

“Piteh” (Canadn-1997). 9'1‘5
p.m. Fridoy, Feb, 27 to Sundny,
Muarch 1. Two guys ﬂhnmclmmly
try to pitch their scrcenplay at
the Toranto International Film
Festival in this free- \\heolmg
documentary. :

Scheduled 1o open Friday, Feb. 27

Exclusively at the Maln Art Theatre., A
talo of twa couples one in thelr 20s the
other in their 408 whosa Uroubled mar-
rlages bacoms ontwined. Stors Nick
Nolis, Julle Christle,

“DANGEROUS BEAUTY"

In 8 world whete women have fow rights
and oro trenied like property, the most
captivallng woman of her day cares 10
canfront convantion Lo become a power:
{ul force for change.

“SWEPT FROM THE SIA™

At selected theaters. Basad on short
story by Joseph Contad, an opic and
tragic tale about courage. Indlviduality
and the resiliency of the human heart.
Stars Vincent Perez. .

Futurlstic thelller about 8 man who
swakens In a hotel room, only to discov.
or he Is wantad for & serlas of murders
ha connot remember.

*KRIPPENDCRT'S TRRK™

Family comedy about & widowed
anthropology professor who usaa grent
money to raise his {amily, dlsguulng his
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trom New Guinea. Stars Richard
Dreytuss, Lily Tomiin, Jenna Eiman.
*KI3$INQ A FOOL®

Comedy abowut 8 nervous groom-tobe
who osks his best friend to court his
fianc6 in on attempt to test her loyalty.
Stars David Schemer, Bonnie Hunt,

“CAUGHTUP*

DOrama about an ex-con steuggling to
Ieave his old life behind, only to find
himself caught In a web of deceit.
Scheduled to open Frigay, March &
“THE BAQ LEBOWEXI®

A Joel and Ethon Coen comic crime
caper set In L.A. about a kidnapping and
0 coso of mistoken identity, Stars Joff
Brigges, John Goodman.

“TTWIIGHT"

Tariller centors around a retired Los
Angoles prlvate Investigator who ngraes.
o help out & friend, only to find himaelf
embroiled In a dangsrous and complex
murder mystery, Stors Paul Newinan,
Susan Sarandon.

“HUSH®

Thilier about & womon who thinks she's

attalned the porfect lite with har new

husband until she finds oul that her
thern-law (s not only disturbed but

Blso dangerous. Stors Sessica Lange,
Gwyneth Paitrow.

*U.S. MARSHALS®

The relentless, canny U.S. Marshal of
“The Fugitive™ and his street smart
team are on the huat again, this time in
pursuil of a builiiant tesronst, Stars
Tommy Lea Jones, Westey Saipes.

Scheduied to open Friday, March 20

“THE NEWTON BOYS"
The true lifo chronicle, set in the 1920:
of the four Newton Brothers who
argusbly wete the most prolitic bank
sobbers in American histoty, Their ~m;
num opus” - the $3 million heist of o
muoil t7nln, which was afsa theis down-
far. Stors Motthew McConaughey,
Julianna Marguiles,

“WILD THINGS™

A tale of revenge, lust ond murder
ployed out In the murky swamps of the +
Florida Everglodes and the tony yacht- 1

T -

* Ing enclaye of the Dlva Bey. Passion &}

ignites passion, mystery uncovers. nvyt'
ory, as the lives of four cunning l:hnl.;\
1ers twist ond turn amid o bizarre .|
tobyrinth of truth and illusion, Stars
Hevin Bacon, Matt Dilion, Bil) Mutray,* ?



