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By CHRisTINA Fuoco
HIAF? WRITER

“Based in West Virginia, the
rock band Clutch considers
Petroit ita second home. Sweat
drips off the walls at St.
Andrew’s Hall and Horpo's, both
8 Detroit, because Clutch shows
| fre so packed. The antagonistic
'~ @ck band's merchandise goes
—gor the countertop like a water-
.

»Singer Neil Fallon hos two
words for his band's auccess ~
DPan K. The crazy bartender at
The Sholter swings from the
falters, pontificates from the bar
op, publishes the local fanzine
*Big Hard Newa,” and plays
Clutch’s music so loud it drowns
out the music upstairs from St.
Andrew's Hall.

“I don’t think 1 need to tell
Detroit who he is. He's a local
here,” Fallon said with a laugh
during a recent phone conversa-
tion from Columbia Records’
office in New York.

“Wo also got played on the
radio there. Once you get played
on the radio it spreads the music
acroas the atmosphere. Plus,
Detroit's a rock town and being n

Venerable

1 have a morn-
ing coffee habit.
In its own smalt
way my coffce
consumption
strengthens the
American tradi-
tion of searfing
down acads of
coffee at the

—
BACKSTAGE
- PASS

BB beginning  of
cvery day. And
Dé_’lvs" when 1 ride

Junn Valdez's
. donkey to that
Big Cafe in the Sky, the particu-
{ors of my coffee hahit {1 hate
styrene cups) mny go with me,
but I'll know that Americans wilt
atill be chugging the mud.
* Old habits may die hard, but
they die with a person. Tradi-
tiona live on in a people.
“Tonight's Backstage Pass on
Detroit Public  Television
includes performances from top
practitioners in two venerable
traditions: Celtic music and
American blues.
.. Kim Hunter will host Solas, a
" ‘quintet of contemporary Irish
.music all-stars that’s riding the
.wave of Celtic music’s
. widespread acceptance. I asked
Kim why this traditional music
s gornering such peopular
appeal, “The Celtic music thing

Clutch shakes th

7

rock band, that's good for us*

On Thursday, March 5, Detrai-
ters will get a taste of Clutch’s
upcoming album “The Elephant
Riders™ when the band performs
with Limp Bizkit and Sevendust
when the *Ladies Night in Cam-
bodia '98 Tour" comes to the
State Theatre in Dotroit.

“The Elephant Riders,” due in
stores Tuesdoy, April 14, is o
departure from its previous
clforts, 1983's “Transnational
Speedway League™ (EastWest)
and 1895's “Clutch” (Elektra).

“It's the kind of record you
have to listen to a few times
before you understand what's
going on. Once you do that you
continue to find things,” said
drummer Jean Paul Gaster via
telephone from the band's hame
in West Virginia during the
recording of the album,

“Juat as the music itsolf is a
lot more rich, there's a lot more
things happening, Not only with
the lyrics but the vocal delivery
is much more rich as well.
There'’s a lot of tones and colors.”

Clutch’s Keavy, melodic sound
ia peppered with horns and
bluesy guitars on “The Elcphant
Riders.” What's missing, howev-

er, is Fallon's acute sense of
humor, Lyrics like "Beebopal-
loobopnwopshamboo/ dome ari-
gato il I got to” and “little bunny
foo foo” remain buried in
Clutch's previous two nlbuma,

“There are some songs that I
think are humorous. It is a little
more, I hesitate to call it dark,
heavy. That's a great word.
That's what entertains us. I hope
it entertains other people as
well,” Fallon explained.

He added that the poor rela-
tionship Clutch had with ita pre-
vious record label causcd the
attitude change.

*It kind of took sway the cner-
gy. It has been very difficult to
get that back. Going on tour
helped out immensely. ... It's
been difficuit. I think we were
getting very tired of everything
being an uphill battle to do the
simplest things. Calumbia's defi-
nitely got their act together. Now
.all of a sudden I feel as if there's
an opportunity now that wasn't
there before.”

To promote the album,
Columbia Records has set up a
website for Clutch, http:// www,
clephantriders.com, and bhrought
Fallon in to New York to approve

music traditions get

atarted in the late ‘80z and it's
coming to a slow climax, Irish
music is probably the most influ-
entinl fotk music — it's the grand-
mother of bluegrass. So people
might be making those connec-
tions, which are evident if you
listen with open ears.”

What about Solas in particu-
lar? “They have Scamus Egan
playing with them. He's the
youngest-ever winner of a big
prize in Ircland called the ‘Irish
Echo Traditionalist of the Year
at age 27. He's o really outstand-
ing player and mult-instrumen-
talist ~ flute, banjo, mandolin,
guitar, percussion and more. Just
having him on the show in n big
deal.

“Ther2 sre a lot of young play-
ers with a great deal of enthusi-
asm, and have a ot of chops, But
he plays slow tunes with a lot of
soul. It sounds like he's dono o
lat of living beyond his years.”

No American music has u
stronger tradition than the
blues, And Monroe s building a
blues tradition all its awn. In
1988, the city inaugurated an
annual concert to celebrate
Black History Month and the
blues. The event began 11 yenrs
ago with a solo appearance by
Robert Jones, who has kicked off
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the concert cvery year since.

Widely known for his WDET
program, “Blues from the Low-
lands,” Robert also works with
kids with his “Blues in the
Schools” program and makes fre-
quent concert appearances both
playing and preaching “the true
facts” about the history of the
blues. He's a top player and his-
torinn and Lex Kubine will host a
performance.

Also on the Big Show, Plow-
shares Theatres Gary Anderson
will host a performance from
“Taking Sides,” the new show ot

ings up- ‘Wifh'suppdrt from Dan K

the artwork.

*I saw it lost fight,” Falion
daid of the website. “f brought o
bunch of pictures taken over the
years and I'm going to be putting
these pictures up on the website.
PNl be changing it every couple
weceks or 80"

Now that Clutch finally fecls
at home with Columbia, the
bond expects to release an album
a ycar.

“There was way too much time
between this album and the last
one. We're tulking three yeara,
That’s unacceptable.”

“Columbia is doing good by us
so far. But we always have our-
sclves to fall back on in our
music. They can't take that awny
from us.”

Clutch, Sevendust and head-
liners Limp Bizkit perform
Thuraday, March &, at the State
Theatre, 2115 Woodward Ave.,
Detroit. Showtime is 7:30 p.m. for
the all-ages show. Tickets are
$14.50 in advance, but the first
400 women through the doors
March & will be admitted. free.
For more information, call {313)
961-5451 or visit hitp:l ! www.
961melt.com

spotlight
the Jewish Ensemble Theatre.
Gary described an intense wor
“The play focuses on an artist’s
culpobility in continuing to per-
form in the Berlin Symphony
during Werld War 11 while Hitler
is killing Jows and wreaking
havoe.”

Finally, Gerry Craig from the
Detroit Zoo's Wildlife Interpre-
tive Gallery will host local graffi-
ti artist Donovan in our studio to
create an original work for us.
That's on Backstage Pass,
tonight at midnight, repeated
Fridoy at 7:30 p.m, on Detroit
Public Television,
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It’s a war out there: Clutch - from left, drummer Jean -
Paul Gaster, vocalist Neil Fallon (sitting), guitarist Tim:
Sult and bassist Dan Maines — hopes to bring the
troops into the State Theatre in Detroit Thursday.
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