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Educators, reps see
flaws in MEAP tests

BY TIM RICHARD
BTAFF WRITER

State testing of public school
studonts ia here to stay. The
public and press demand it, but
educators ace flawa.

The public gots “an inndequato
impression of how well atudents
are doing,” said Ernest Bauer,
consultant for Onkland Schools,
the wu.ntywide intermedinte sor-

vi|

'R’ big culpm, Bauer told a leg-
isiative panel, is the “cut” scores
that determine whether students
get “proficient” or merely “satis-
factory™ ratings.

“For example, the Intest

faurth-grndo reading results
showed that just under GO per-
cent of the students in Michigan
were ‘satisfactory,’ " Bauer told a
House Edueation subcommittee
Monday at a hearing in Water-
ford.
“Most educators and parents
are amazed that the most com-
mon scera in the state for those
same fourth-gradoe atudents on
the narrative reading test is 19
correct out of 20 posaible.

“On the eighth-grade science
test in the spring of 1997, atu.
donts had to get 81.6 percent of
the points possible to reach the
‘proficient’ lovel. Students who
got 81 percent correct may as
well have scored zero (in the
public's eye).

IThe result was that in one
dietrict, the average student

earned 69 percent of tho pointa .

pdsaible, while only 18 percent of
the studenta were pml‘ cient.”
Bauer said it waa a “mystery”
how the cut scores were sct.
Agrecing whole-heartedly waa
Rep. Rose Bogardus, D-Davison,
a teacher for 30 years before her
clection to the Legislature. She
found it lmpouzble to under-

B ‘On the elghth-grade
sclenca test in the
upring of 1997, stu-
dents had to get 81.5
percent of the polnts
possible to reach the
‘proficlent’ level. Stu-'
dents who got 81 per- .
cent correct may as
well have scored zero
(in tho public’s eye).’
Ernest Baure

faulted atato Department of
Education for giving mixed sig-
nals on the importance of stu-
donts’ taking the MEAP tests.
He cited a state official who
asserted that “only special edu-
cation and limited English profi-
cient students can be exempted,”
State official said parents can
cexempt their students,

The legislative agent for Oak-
land Schools and also a member
of the Waterford school board,
Brian Whiston said it's impossi-
ble to make the tests mandatory.
*I don't know how you get
around it (| ] consent). The

— Oakland Schools

In clomentary grades, the
Michigan Educational Assess-
ment Program (MEAP) tests
reading, writing, math and saci-
ence. MEAP high school tests
check l1th-graders on reading,
writing, math, science and even-
tually social studies.

Rop. Tom Middleton, R-
Ortonvilie, a former school board
member, asked whether atu.
dents “give 100 percent” on the
statewide tests. Sample answers
from teachers and principals in
the audience:

M “Fourth-graders nak if this
is part of their grade (for the
course). Many take it seriously.
A few close their eyes.”

B “You'd be astonished at how
seriously they take it.”

M Many 11th-graders ask,
"What good is this test? How does
it relate to my getting into col-
lege?” They rate ACT admissions
tests as much more important
than MEAP high school tests.

Art Ellig, atate superintendent
of publie instruction, answered
the qucntions about the MEAP
program’s importance late last
ycnr. He told the State Board of

stand an ed
A further flaw, amd Bauer, is

it will take up to five
years fur cemployers and college
officers to aek consis-

that exports their
own subject arcas in devising the
tests, For example, math and
scicnce questiona are laden with

that are “merely ornamen-
tol”; they test reading rather
than math and science.

tently to see MEAP acores on
students’ transcripts.
Middleton agreed with the
five-years estimate,
nuer, whose aren is research,
ovaluation nnd assessment,

parent can say, ‘I just won't send
my kid to school.”™

Bauer scea “a general percep-
tion is that testa are a crap
shoot. That ia not the cass,” he
said, citing correlations between
tost acores and how students
perform in their freshman year
of callege.

Dave Vultaggio, Waterford's
director of management infor-
mation systems, said testa could
be better designed.

“Each year there are errors
found within the test. There is
more than one right answer — or
no right answer at all,” Vultag-
gio anid, suggesting the state
hire a professional test develop-
mont firm instead of using
*home grown" tests.

Vultaggio said the test could be
shorter, Bogardus replied that
the Department of Education,
responding to a new atats law,
has trimmed the high school tests
from 505 to 370 minutes for 1998,

Vultaggio also suggested that
the easay be climinated,

MEAP tests wera developed
beginnink in the mid-1980s
when cmploycrs complmncd thnt

Program seeks peace in Middle East

Area Jows und Araba will join
together at the Tribute Restau-
rant in Farmington Hills, March
1, to support “Secds of Peace,” a

program designed to help bring n
brighter future to the Middlo East.

Loeated in Maine, Soods of
Peace is a camp thot for the past
five years has brought hundreds
of teenagers from regions of
armed conflict to its internation-
ally recognized conflict resolu-
tion summer program.

. Senator Carl Levin will be
the feutumd speaker at the event,
which will also include presenta-

tions by two Isrncli and Palestinian
campers, as well as camp founder,
John Wallach,

Following the program, the
campers will visit West Bloom.
field and Fordson (Dearborn) high
schools on March 3. They also will
participate in a social event for
Jewish and Arab youth from 8:30-
8:30 p.m. at the Centre

AR

and the campers to a visiting
delegation of Israeli women from ..
the Central Galileo region at the |
Max. M, Fisher Building, in -
Bloomfield Township, Y

The Seeds of Peaco event was

originated by Gad-Harf, and is

the result of the efforts of local
activists from Arab and Jewish'*'
itics in the area. Accord-*

for the Arts, on Southfield Road.
On March 2, the Jewish Feder-
ation of Metro Detroit, and Part-
nership 2000, will host David
Gad-Harf, the Jewish Communi-

ty Council executive director,

ing to a JCC representative, the '
local évent seeks to build aware- *
ness for Seeds of Peace and other -
initiatives, which support the
group’s shared commitment to
peace in the Middle East.

Antaclds and aspirin are only short-term solutions. Comerlca banks offer longer-
lasting tax reliel in more ways than just competltive rates on time deposit accourts,
traditional [RAs and Roth IRAs. Our Private Banking Relationship Managers can help
you understand how the new tax law will tmpact your tax and estate planning. We can
even reler you to Comerica Securities for consultation ond advice on investment
alternatives for your portfollo or for a Roth IRA. To find out more, call 1-800-292-1300.

Or visit your nelghborhood Comerica bank branch, instead of the corner drugstore.
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e high school d|
only “inputs” — how many hours
a students aat in a class,
Employera wanted some mea-
sure of “outputs” — what stu-
dents had learned.

Vultaggio had the oppoaite
eriticiam: “We (educeators) dis-
like it because the tests only
measure outputs with no refer-
ence to inputa.”

Mutual Funds and other Investments offered by Comerica Securitles are not FDIC insured; 4
are not deposits or obligations of, or guaranteed by Comerica banks; and tnvolve risk, Including possible loss :
of principal. Comerica Securitles is a broker-dealer, member NASD/SIPC and an alfillate of Comerica banks.
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Would you like to drive the 7owest-priced car to oﬁ[er standard anti-lock brakes and get $1000 cash back?*

o ‘Vltat's
opfmg

The C’ycu_z/‘ Cavalicr has the

most comprc}wnsiuc standard

safety pa::lcagc in its classt

One reason — standard
anti-lock brakes, a safc!y

on competitive models like
the Ford Escort. When you
can get that kind of vahe
and $1000 cash back or
2.9% APR GMAC financing,
it’s a good time to stop

by your Chevrolet dealer.
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