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leaves room for romance

BY FRANK PROVENZANO
STAFF WRITER

For any-
one  who
haa chan-
nel surfod
past PBS
documen-
taries and
the Hiato-
ry Chan-
nel,
Elmore
Leonard'’s
recent
novel
offers hope that history can be
more than a black and white
recitation of events and person.
ages.

Hey, this is onc of America's
maost prolific novelists who many
simply refer to as “Dutch.” Who
could resist his literary coolness
and unfolding plota?

Based on book sales, not many.

In his 33rd novel, “Cuba
Libre,” Leonard has done hia
homework in recreating late
19th-century Cuba. Of course,

[ELMORE |
LEONARD

sond him to Havana."

‘That’s Leonard. Taking under-
atatement to a new level.

Leonard's weatern character,
Ben Tyler, is a wizoned bank
robber and horse trader. He
arrivea three doys after the sink-
ing of the U.8.S. Maine in
Havana Harbor,

Over tho next three months,
the story unfolda as n series of
Frederic Remington paintings
transported from the great west-
ern plains. Along the way,
Leonard doesn't miss an oppor-
tunity to sot straight a fow
myths, including the legend of
Teddy Roosevelt marching up
San Juan Hill.

*I wanted to present the situa-
tion leading up to the war,” snid
Leonard, who said he had been
intrigued by actting a story in
Cuba since he read a book nearly
40 years ago on the Spanish-
American conflict,

He dispenses his wit and
rhythmic writing to that spunky
island in the Caribbean. A place
of overt ond covert wars where
Ameri dipl and valuea

not to the detail of
James Michner opus, but that's
not to say the author of “Chesn-
peake,” “Hawaii,” and “Alaska”
isn't smiling down on Leonard.
Despite the historical time dif-
ference, it scems that the lowlife
of lnte 19th-century Cubn are as
centertaining and cajoling aa
Leonard’s endearing character
Chili Palmer from “Get Shorty.”
Since moving from westorns to
the crime genre in the late
19603, Leonard hasn't strayed
often from the mean strects of
Detroit, Miami or LA, Although
his 1990 novel, “Touch,” was a
departure from hia typical crime
story, .
“It wasn't really a new direc-
tion for me,” said Leonard. “I've
taken n weatern character and

BOOK HAPPENINGS

have often been challenged, from
the slave trade to the Spanish-.

American War to the Cold War,
We learn - through a foreign
corr Leonay deled

after a local journalist — there
was no mounted calvary march-
ing around Cuba, although Roo-
sevelt did bring a couple of his
own horacs.

And it wasn't so much Roo-
sevelt’s battleficld prowess, but
the courage of black troops that
saved tho day.

Tyler has traveled to Cuba
with his buddy, Charlie Burke.
Sugar growera and land owners
need horse power, they figure. So
they've come to corner the horse-
selling market.

While Tyler grew up in Cuba
before heading out weat, he’s

unaware of the growing tension

on the island, He was also’
unaware that the ship that car-

ried him and the horsca from the

states nlso carried guns for the

American-backed insurgents.

A horse-trader and scammer,
Tyler ian't prepared for the
broader issues of civil war, But
because af his aminble tempera-
ment and wobbling moral foun-
dation, he moves casily among
the sides in the scething caul-
dran of deceit and violence.

Yet it's not all blood and guts.
There's a tender relationship
between a lacenic cowboy and
his love. (No, not his horse!)
Dutch may not have gone saft,
but he has shown a touch for
romanee in his lost several nov-
cls,

But true to Leonard’s tradi-
tion, the reward of a fast buck
brings the myriad subplots into
a big bang. Readers of any of
Leonard’s previous 33 novels
wan't be dirappointed,

The sotting might not be
Detroit, Miami or LA, but
Leonard's trademark cinematic
breezy style and taut dialoguc
fliea off the page as an overheard
conversation among rubble-
rousers, mercenaries and
unarthodox good guys.

Indeed, “Cuba Libre” reads
with the episedic style of a big-
budget Hollywood production.
All that's needed is u casting
call. Expect one soon.

Reportedly, Jool and Ethan
Coen, the production team
behind “Fargo,” are adapting
*“Cuba Libra™ to the silver screen.

Who'll play Ben Tyler? How
about Brad Pitt? Maybe Andy
Garcin?

Hmmm. Wonder how John
Travolta would look in a cowboy
hat, a snoutful of dust and
speaking o few lines of Spanish?

Book Hoppenings features various
happenings at suburban book-
stores. Send news leads to Hugh
Gallagher, Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers Inc., 36251
Scheolcraft, Livania, Mi
48150, or fox them to
(313)591-7279.

BARNES & NOBLE (BLOOMFIELD
HILLS)
Story ttme features "Happy
Birthday Dr. Seuss,” 11 a.m.
Wednesday, March 4; Story time
“Heralnes,” 11 a.m. Saturday,
March 7 at the bookstore, 6575
Telegraph, Bloomfield Hllls.
BORDERS (BIRMINGHAM,
‘WOODWARD)
Wedding Planning Series begins 7

p.m. Thursday, March 5; Harry
Cook slgns his book “Christlanity

SOUTHFIELD LIBRARY
Garden writer Janet Macunovich

Beyond Creeds,” 2 p.m. Y.
March 7; Paul Herron discusses
*Anais Nin: A Book of Mirrors,” 3
p.mt. Sunday, March 8 at the
store, 34300 Woodward Ave.,
Birmingham (248)203-0005.
(BORDERS (DEARBORN}
Judith and Jim Snichowskl sign
“The New Intimacy,” 7:30 p.m.
Monday, March 2; Bebe Mooro
Campbell reads from and signs
her new book, “Singing Inthe
Comeback Cholir,” 7:30 p.m.
Tuesdoy, March 3; Alex Kotlowitz
signs “The Other Side of the
River,” 7:30 p.m. Wednesday,
March 4 at the store 5601
Mercury Drlve, Dearborn
{313)271-4441.

g a

garden 6 p.m. Tucsday, March 3;
AARP presents a program on
income tax preparation for
senlors 10 a.m. to 4 p.m, Friday,
March 6; the DIAs Elllot Wilhem
discusses foreign fitms 6:30 p.m.
Monday, March 9 a the Marcotte
Room of the tibrary, 26000
Evergreen Road, Southficld
(248)948-0470.

VIC'S MARKET
Food writer Dee Dee Stovel pre-
sents “Let’s Do Tea,” 7 p.m.
Thursday, March S and 1:30 p.m.
Friday, Morch 6 at the store
42875 Grand River, Novi
(248}305-7333.

Second City takes new approach

The Second City - Detroit:
“Dawn Riverdance,” 8 p.m.
Wednesdays (816), Thursdays
(810) and Sundays ($10), and 8
p.m. and 10:30 p.m, Fridays
(817,50} and Saturdays ($19.50),

through spring, at the club, 2301

Woodward Ave., Detroit. Call (313)
965.2222.

By KEELY WYGONIK
STAFF WIITER

There's a lot of blarnoy, but no
leaping leprechauns, *Wild Irish
Roses,” or high energy dancing
in The Second City - Detroit's
12th revue, "Down Riverdonce,”
which premicred Thursday,
untess you count the corporate
jungle scene.

Mainstage alumni Rico Bruce
Wade, newly named exccutive
producer, s taking the troupe in
a new direction, and it flows,
kind of like a “River” with lots of
surprising twists and turns, and
a fow rapids thrown in for excite-
ment,

Newcomer Mary Jane Porles
has o good stage presenco, and
blends "scamleasly into tho
censemble Jed by veterans Larry
Campbell, Margaret Exnor,,
Catherine Worth, Keegan-
Michnel Key, Eric Black and

.Brandon Jahnson. Hor perfor-

manco a8 Laura of *The Glasa
Menogeric” fame sparkled like
sunlight reflecting off glass.

In this skit, Pories limps on
atage to try out for n part in
“Glengarry Glen Rose.” She
knows this is typically n male
rolo but knows all about creative
scripting. -

Keogan-Michael Koy, decidea
instend to cast her in o revised

v

veraion ‘of “The Glass
Menagerie,” opposite Larry
Campbell. Laura is a role she's
played all over town, including
at the Livonia-Redford Theatre
Guild,

This is the firat timo that I
know of that Secand City hgs put
a comedic spin on serious drama.
it’'s a gamblo, you have to
assume the audience is rophisti-
cated enough to be familiar with
Tennessee Willinms, and it
works,

Drama, there's lota of it in thia
revue. Larry Campbell and Mar-
garat Exner do an interesting
picce as a divorced husband and
wife. He greets hor - “holls
Satan,” as he comoa to pick up
their son for a visit, Thoy flash-
back to when they decided to
divorce, whon he found out she
was prognant, to the wedding
proposal, and when they firat
mot at business gominar,

“Down Riverdnnce,” ebbs and
flows, returning the audicnco to
proviously mentioned thomes ~
liko the opening where ants are
liko workera in a corporation.

Tho White House scene where
they're waiting for the irish dele-
gation, and tho presidont (Larry
Campbell) asks if Molly is wait-
ing under the deak in his office,
is one of the best. Larry Camp-
bell aa tho president blurts out,
*honeat to God I'm a virgin® -
whilo the cast breaks out into
their own version of *River.
dance,” singing a tale of White
House blarney.

Ants like corporate workors
aro efficiont, and the cast nlters
botween boing ant-like and
mombers of the corporate cul-

. !

ture.

There are skits about relation-
ships nnd jobs. “We're getting
caught up in the corporate jun-
gle,” the east cautions. “It's bet-
ter to be us than them.”

TV is shown as "something evil
sucking the life out of us” in a
funny skit invelving Eric Black,
Key and Exner. They turn it off,
and Eric says, “I'm going to fin-
ish his thesis.” Exner's going to
study for her psych exam, and
Key ia geing to the library to get
a book to read. They don't suc-
ceed, the TV doesn't stay off for
long.

Instead of the usual interrup-
tion for improvisation, the caut
uses a new vehicle, They're going
on vacation. Exner is mom,
Brandon Johnson, dnd, the rest
of tho cast kida.

Exner involves tho audience by
nsking the audience questions.
"Are you one of minc?” she nsks.
“What's your name?” “Cheryl,”
an audience member answers.
“What do you do for a living?"
Cheryl's n medical biller, *“What
do yout like about your job?” “The
money,” she answers. “What
don't you like?" “Patient calls,”
she anawers,

From this little bit of materinl,
the cast builds a skit, and even
burata’ into song. The ability to
thintk on your feet is what mokes
improvisational comedy so fresh.
The fact that The Second City
does it 80 well, is the reason peo-
Plo keep coming back,

“The world’s in a moss, cvery-
ono's stressed,” the cast sings.
'Nl;.w: flash, wo'ro nlmest out of
cash,



