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Oner calls new mall ‘gret, smart, fun’

When Great Lakes Cross-
ing opens in Auburn Hills
on Nov. 12, the state-of-the.
art shoppertainment cen-
ter is expected to become a
or tourist attraction

m
an t;x!e ca_!.alygt for sur-

Flie-A-Way Desk Bod from Sligh

Storage aids
for the ’90s

BY SUsAN DEMAGGIO
RrezaiL EDiToR

Rieing from the field slong I.75
between Joslyn and Baldwin Roads, is
tho newest concept in the retail world,
a mega “shoppertainment centor”
whero people can go to shop, ding, see &
movie, or just hang-out with their chil
dren at thomed amusemont centers.

The $200 million, 1.4 million square-
foot Great Lakes Crossing opons in
Auburn Hills in 255 days, offering the

Midwcst a Lus‘\k'gux-stylo retail/enter- .

owned and

A desk that turns into a bed, a home
office in a cabinet, and computer ecenters
do out of 100-year-old reclaimed wood.
‘These aro just some of the things avail-
ablo for peoplo who are looking for home
offico furniture that's beautiful, ical
nngcoul of tho mh}x:nrl_:'

SO t's start with the
SHOPPING  Filo.A-Way Desk
CENTERED  Beq. It wan created by
the Sligh Furniture

Co. of Holland, Mich.,

three years ago, to help

. peoplo fit a guest bed-

room and a home office

in the same living
space, eaid Sue Swain,
vartiat 3

by tho Bl 1d Hilla based Taub
Co. which recently opened a similar
center in Arizona,

Other developers are oyeing the aito
for ancillary businesses like fast food
restaurants, hotels and strip conters.

Grent Lokes Crossing is essentinlly a
single-level “racetrack” around which
four categoriea of merchandise aro pre-
sented — the outlet stores, the super-

for tho company. Local
distributors of Sligh
Furniture include the
Scott Shuptrine
atares ‘{n Troy and Novi, x,z_ud Wn_lker-

inF

The File-A-Way Desk Bed looks like a
beautiful, cherry wood desk, with a cen-
ter drawer sbave the leg opening, three
drawers on cither end of it, and a rear,
wooden kick panel. But all is not as it
seems.

The facing of the center drawer flips
down to reveal a pull-out keyboard tray.
And although the desk top is 36 inches
deep, the side drawers are only 18 inches
deep. That's because a full-size hide-a-
bed is tucked behind the drawers and
Iick panel. |

‘When overnight guests come to visit,

DONNA
MULCAHY

[ simply roll the drawer units off to the

side {they're an casters), pull down the
kick panel and pull out the bed, in the
seme way that you would pull out a sofa
bed. The drawer units then become night

stands,

‘The File-A-Way Deak Bed is $3,000
and is made of hardwood solids and cher-
ry veneers, with a slightly distressed fin-
ish. A matching hutch (called a deck)
with lots of stornge is also available, for
about $1,400 to $1,600.

Sligh also makes a ComputerCnbi-
net that's great if you don't have a sepa-
rato room for an officc. When closed, the
cabinet looks like an armoire. It'a four, bi-
fold doors open to reveal a computer
desk, huteh and bulletin board.

‘Tho desk has o pull-out printer shelf,
two pull-out writing shelves, two box
g;:.rdm a file dmwer and a pull-out key-

tray.

The hutch has three adjustable
shelves, three fixed shelves and two task
lighta, The Computer Cabinet is also
wired for easy computer hook-up and two
phone lines. .

Mnde of hardwood solida and vencers,
it comes in four different cherry finishes
$3,400 to $4,000, Sligh also makes a
PocketChair to go with the Computer
Cabinet. The top of the chair flips down,

ing the chair to fit under the deak
and be enclosed in the cabinet. The chair
is scld separately, $300, Visit Sligh's Web
sitoatslighoom, -
If you'd liko to dress up your home

stores, entertainment venues and
) M

At n on-site press conference Tucs-
day, president Robert Taubman
announced the center's 16 anchor ten-
ants along with plans to namo 150
more, once the lenses are signed.

Doin’ the loop

“Visitors will be able to enjoy a walk
around the entire eenter or shorten
their patha by utilizing a cut through
corridor in the center of the oval,” he
explained, “The thomed districts will
add logic to the shopping trip, The
mall’s finishes, furniture and appoint-
ments are inspired by the unique visu-
al appeal of Northern Michigan and
the state's flower, the apple blossom,
will be a feature of the signage”

and many new-to-

Taubman said Grent Lakes Crossing
is e d to bo & major tourist attrac-

tion, employ 3,000 area reai and

e
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PooTo T $70%¢ Carmacs
Sharing a dream; Robert Taubman discusses the amenities at Great Lakes Crossing in Auburn Hills
including shopping at ‘upscale’ outlet stores with 20 to 70 percent off regular priced merchandise
ichigan names.

what another Taubman Center, Lake-
sido in Sterling Heights, did for M-59,
Moubman' WOS dod

generate $20 million for the city of
Auburn Hilla,

An employment call was recently
sent out to community collegea in the
aren, aa well as local high schools.

“Thc:cnuon for this conter is the

“The growth along that corridor was
haphazard,” he told reporters. “But, in
many instances, where we've put a
shopping center, much growth has
occurred.”

He aaid special attention was given

oxtr strong 1 econo-

at Great Lakes Cross-

my,” he said. “We expect 30-percent of
the business to come from visitors who
live more than 40 milea away. . . It's a
now leisure experience, It will be a visit
that is great, smart and fun.”

When asked whether Great Lakes
Crossing would do for Baldwin Rond

ing so the already clogged 1-76 freeway
running alongside it would not be
affected by the addition of a “major
tourist attraction.”

“Great Lakes Crossing ia bookended
by two entrances at Joslyn and Bald-
win roads, plus, wider, well-placed

magazine roads will move traffic alang
the ring ronds inside the complex.”

Sign of the times :

Taubman said the genesis of Great
Lakes Crossing came in the mid-1980's
when outlet conters firat debuted as
warehouse-style strip centers, placed
about 30 miles outside of heavily popu-
lated arcas. The concept has so evolved
that Great Lakes Crossing will become
the prototype for outlet centers of the
21st century, adding service amenities,
entertainment, and an air of aophisti-
cation to the value shopping experi-
ence. .

Outlet stores:

* Off 5th, a Saks Fifth Avenuc clearance center
» Last Call, a Neimnn Marcus clearance center
¢ JC Penney Outlet

Superstores:

* Bed Bath & Beyond

 Burlington Coat Factory

» Marshalls
* TJ Maxx

Great Lakes Crossing Merchants

* Oshman's SuperSports, equipment/apparel for 76 sports, test arens
* Group USA Clathing Co., women's off-price clothing

¢ Finish Line, aport footwear

Entertainment:

Y

« Jeopers!,

* Great Lakes Food Court, 1,000 seata

* FYE, For Your Entertai Iti-media p

» Game Works, high-tech indoor playground nla Stephen Spielberg
. Sulr'l‘hu’ntms. 25-screen, 6,200 stadium-style aeatd
Food:

* Rainforest Cafe, 326-seat, themed eatery, safari special effects
* Wolfgang Puck Cafe, California cuisine, lounge, bar, patio

(8

News of special events for shoppers is included in
thiz calendar. Send information to: Malls & Main-
streets, c/oThe Observer & Eccentric Newspapers, 805
East Maple, Birmingham, MI 48009; or fax (248) 644-
1314, Deadline: Wedncsday 6 p.m. for publication on
Sunday.

BUNDAY, MARCH 1
Puppet show

ADDED ATTRACTIONS

Join others for music, exercise, dance and talk, 11
?-.m. to 2 p.m. Rcf"r'eahmcnu served, Lower Level

m,
Westland Conter. Wayne/Warren.

Sho;l)rlng break: Perks at Great Lakes Crossing include: valet
family restrooms, a picnic-themed kid’s play area, well-placed rest
spots, coffee/ cappuccino carts and a food court with 12 kitchens.

arking,

(313) 693 2370,
Prom fashion show

Hudason’s hosts annual seminar/show featuring
hair, make-up and dress styles for apring proms and
special ovents, 1 p.m, both at Somerset Collection
North and Oakland Mall, in Troy. New Attitudes
Department. Free. All welcome to attend.

(248) 443-4774.
Home decor Open House

Tim-Hourigan from The Flower Co, At 8 p.m, Sculp.
- tures fo Aceent Your Garden by Anthony Bellomo
from Bleck Forest Building C

0,
). . Event hotlinc: (248) 816-6484.
. oxhibits i

644-7448 or Visit its
ith ! phoatos-.of
watchhillan!

d-by the Red Croas for familica. Hands-on

-] " sufety activities, information about nccident praven-

tion to kick-off Red Cross month. Noon to 5 p.m.

“ Tel-Twelve Mall. 12 Mile] Telegroph. Southficld.
~*(248) 3634111, .
" MONDAY, MARCH 2

more.
Somerset Collection North.
Big Beaver{ Coolidge. Troy.
(248} 816-4000.
SATURDAY, MARCH 7
Famlly Fun central
Reach For The Stars Model Search for boys and
1s 4-10. Wi will be in i

office with the simplo eleganco of antique |  Performed daily at 7 p.m. Saturdays 11,1 and 8 pm, | (313) 426-5001. The Silk Worm fc ors 1 -
country furniture, then visit Watch Hill | Sundoy at 1 and 3 p.m. WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4 tivea with spring merchandisc lines, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Antiques & Interiors, nt 330 E. Maple MeadowBrook Village Mall, Walkers Meoting (Repeated March 8 from noon to 4 p.m.) Aromathera-
Road in B ghnm. Two of ita spe- Adama/Walton, Rochester Hills. Somorsct Collection's Walkabout Club hosta regis. | Py sprays, candles, urns, silk products, dricd wreaths
cinlties include antique wedding (248) 375-9451, i tered dietitian Lynn Bedigian to discuss “The Impor- | and hors d'oouvrea and rofreshments,
armoires from Europe, and reproduction Home & Garden program tance of Eating Right and Exercising for o Healthy | 400 Main. Downtown Rochester.
. i including tables and . The S Col hoata a home and garden | Lifeatyle,” 8-8:46 a.m. CofTee and bagels whilo sup- | _ (248) 651-1900.
mada from 100-year old reclaimed pine stylo and fashion program through April 11. Shop- | plies last from 7:30 a.m. Arthur visits
. . pers will enjoy garden displ stage perfc S Collection, PBS character Arthur greets children from 2-4 p.m.
Mia Voparil, owner of the company, oand daily gardoning lecturcs, Sale of playhouses to.| Big Beaver/ Coolidge. Troy. at Waldenbooks. -~ | -
says a lot of her custemers buy the ropro- benefit Habitat for Humanity begins April 1, On | (248) 643-6360. 30200 Plymouth. Livonia :
duction tables (which range from 4 feet | Wednesdays from noon to 2 p.m., see informal medel- THURSDAY, MARCH B (734) 261-7811, '
long to 9 feet long) to uso as computer ing of spring fashions in the North Grand Court and Bridge N, Boauty consuitations
deska. Thi tables start at $685. Shealso | * South Rotundn, A Cabaret jazz serics takes off onch |~ Hudson's hosts fashion vent for mon 6.8 p.m, Firat | Saka Fifth Avenuo hoata Givenchy facial event with
" sells matching file enbineta, which can ba day night beginning at 7 p.m. Tt I the { Floor, Light 1 e 1 rom the ic line. Call for personal
" placed next to the tables, Natural and | . month, special about Australia, times, deling of spring lincs. View recordings of runways | 2PPointments. Beginning March 8-14, Simply Beauti-
painted finishes ar available. : dates on mall's Events Hotline. . - shows from Wilk Rodriguoz, Ted Buker, Jhane | /4 spring promotion foatures gift with any $76 cob-
. Some of the armeires have been modi- | - Today at 1 p.m. Arranging Fresh Cut Flowera by | Barnos, Guy Laroche, Moshing, DKNY, Mopdo and | Metic or frag purchaso throughout the lowdr

level dopartment.

Somerset Collection South. .

Big Beaver{Coolidge. Troy.

(248) 614-3337,

SUNDAY, MARCH 8

Health expo

Sponsored by the American Heart Association,
noon r‘o 4 p.m. Registerod dictitians offer personal

an

April mal] show. Entertainment by cost d charac-

ica:n song/dance review. 4 and 8 p.m. in the Fountain
rt,

urt,
Tutelanc Toun Center

tons, body fat analysis, blood pressure
screenings, and host a recipe contest with prizes,

Tel- Twelve Mall, 12 Mile/ Telegraph.

(248) 353-4111.

nylor.cmr‘on Pance

tis.




