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Ready to roll: New vans to
provide rides for senior
citizens - and a new cab
company offering reduced
fares ~ are approved by
Farmington officials./A3

Roll 'em: Stadium-style
seating and 14 screens
will beckon movie-goers to
a new theater near 14
Mile/Haggerty later this
month./AR9

'COMMUNITY LIFE
Chastity Lady: Teens get the
message of “saved sex”
from a well-known author
hosted by Our Lady of
Sorrows Church./B1

Top-
seeded Plymouth Salem
dashed Farmington’s
hopes of advancing to the
Western Lakes tourna-
ment championship game

Semifinal setback:

in boys basketball Tues-
day./CL

, =i AT HOME

Safe at home: Items and

" designs help reduce dan-
gers for young explorers
around the house. /D6

At Homo/D Obituorles/A13
Autes/J4 Oak, Digest/Ae
Beliefs/B7-8 Oak, Journal/A16
Caolendar/C6 Opinions/A24-15
Chat room/B1 Pollce, fire/A24

. Classified/ &) Real Estate/Q7
Class. indox/Q7 Rentals/H3
Crossword/H1 Service Guide/J3
Entertalnment/E  goon1e/0
Jobs/HB Weddings/B3,5

Union charges
Marriott firings
were unfair

A union ing service Y
claims 156 workers employed by Marriott
Corp. were fired at Botsford Hospital for
their part in an ongoing union i

. Serving Farmington and ‘Farmington Hills for 111 yedrs )

75 percent
turn on to
football
field lights

A mng‘ority of residents
asked say ington
schools should add lights
~ if they address parking, .
light spillage, cost, etc.

The drive for Friday night football in the Farm-
ington achool district made another first down dur-
ing Tuesday night's board of education meoting.

But the end zono is still a few plays away.

The athletic field lighting committeo recommend-
ed: adding lights to football ficlds at all threa high
schoals; adding restroom and storage facilities; and
making other miscellancous improvements, such as

hancing sidewalks, fencing and installing parking

Iot lights.

Although board members were receptive to the
plan, final approval ar rejection might not take place
unti} April - following completion of the 1998-89
budget. It would cost about $700,000 to implement
the plan.

Four major areas of concern, according to a recent
survoy anawered by 250 residents, would also need
to 13 by king; student behavi
and “spillage” of light and noise into adjacent neigh-
borhoods.

Tl 3

“It shouldn't be much of a problem to diffuse
light,” said Farmington High School principal and
committee co-chair Jim Myers, who presented the
recommendations.

After the meeting, Myers talked about technologi-
cal improvements to fiold lighting systems.

“They now have different ways of focusing the
light,” Myors said. “It's more direct. The light ia
almost funncled straight down, like going from one
room to another, from the dark to the light.”

There wore no residents at the meeoting who
expressed concerns about the plarm—In-the aurvoy, ..
76.1 percent of respondents said they-aould wel-
come the lights - as long as their concerns were
addressed. .

Officials might have to wait until the first few
games are played to get a better handle on some of
the concerns, Myers noted.

According to Myers, residents who answered the
survey virtually mirrored an earlier debate by the
school board as far ns likes and dislikes were con-
cerned.

On the plus side, residents snid the plan would
increase athletic scheduling flexibility, bring more
parents out to the games, increase attendance and
result in a better achedule for bands, About the lnt-
ter, marching bands often must play at Saturdny
games and scramblo to make it to invitationals.

Nighttime football would also boost high school
spirit.

*I remember 'when I went to school,” said trusteo
Bobbie Feldman, *And Friday night football gnmes
wero it.”

Board Vice President Cathy Webb said enabling
night games *will give students n safe and super-
vised place to go on Friday nights besides going to
tho mall.”

Webb reiterated that several high school students,
during tho recent “Call to Action Sunmit” hosted by
Farmington Families in Action, identified the lack of
such options as a big concern,

The lighted fields wouldn't be used just for foot-

Ploaso sce LIGHTS, A4

drive,

Az o reault, Servico Employees Intorna-
tional Union Local 79 has filed unfair labor
practico charges with the National Labor
Relations Board. The union hae also
demanded tho workers be reinatated.

On Wednesday, fired employees and
union officials wero stopped from congro-
goting inside tho hospital lubby. Farming-
ton Hills police were called to clear the
area while a union official met with a hos-
pital staff member.

Some 150 honpltal servico workers will
vote March 12-18 on whether they will be

d by union. Employces at Bots-
living faeility

ford, Commons ~ an nssisted
affifinted with the hospital - joined SEIU
aftér a 63-41 ratification vote recontly.

Jt's wild,” said Laura Johnstone, SEIU
spokeawoman. “We've soon retribution
before, but nothing quite like this,”

A hospital opokaswoman denied the
chargos. The 16 cmployeos were fired
because of documented cases ranging from

to 3 said

Margo Gorchow, Botaford Hospital
apokeswoman. . |

Botaford Heapital contracta with Mar-

riott Carp. for dletary, laundry and housc-

koeping sorvices. Tho i ided

o
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Cultures collide -

Sue Andersen recently offered proof to a closs of
Longacre Elementary School students that there
are renl people behind the anonymous namoes
found on Internet dialogue.

Andorsen, a missionary for Wycliffe Bible Trans-
lators in Popua New Guinea, apent two months
during 1898-97 communicating in cyberspace —
back and forth via e-mail —- with the second-grade
class of Longacre teacher Chris Brueck.

But that just whotted their appetite for more.
The youngsters and their overseas pen pal cnjoyed
an upfront-and ] “h ing” last week.

Piza and Papua: Natives of Papua New Guinea might not wear the be:
enjoy much pizza, but Robert Horner and other third graders at Longacre Elemen-
tary learned about the island country near Australia through the stories of Sue
Andersen, who visited last week after months of e-mail correspondence.

E-mail pal delivers stories, sights
of life in Papua New Guinea

ads that way or

Andersen turned up Feb, 23 ot Longaere to meet
f'l;n kids and show tangible objects of New Guinea
ife.

“It was nice to bring closure, even though it now
is the next school year,” snid Brueck. “Unanswered
questions were answered, particularly what she
looked like.,”

Andersen then chimed in. °I don't have a bone
through my noge.” .

Ona of the students, 9-year-old Jon Fenske,
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Holding court

Kids turn tennis site to inline hockey rink

sh Reed, 13, a student at East Middle School,
defends the goal at Olde Town Park on Independence.

In thia court, there are no judges or
Jjuriea: Just goaltenders and inline skaters,

Judgments come down swift, usually en
left wing when Greg Hocking stronks
towards goal and deposits a dirty orange
ball into the upper corner of the net. Hock-
ing and older brother Brad join 10 othera
in a ritualistic afterschool game of inline
hockey at the tennis courts in Olde Town
Park on Independonce and Waldron in
southeast Farmington Hills.
. “It's an everyday thing for us unless it's
raining or snowing,” said C.J, Henkel, 11,
who attends East Middle Scheol,

As more school buscs drive by, the num-

ber of kids grows in the tennis courts. They
circle around on inline skates like seagulls
around a pretzel stand waiting for enough
teens to armive to start a game.

Once the required red goal nets are in
place, it's game on. N

These kids who renge 11-15 in age don't
need an organized league, schedule, coach,
referce or an adult watching over them,

A player choases up sides, With his cycs
closed, he kneels over a pile of players’
sticks and throws an cqual number to his
left and right. Sidesa form when the kids
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A Kick out of GRIP.

A spocial, free workshop for parents and students
in graden six through elght will focus on social and
refusal skills for teens at 7:30 p.m. Thuirsday, March
m‘i‘:‘ Farmington High 8chool

3

distary servico for 10 yeors, but was recent-
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called GRIP (Generations Respond-
ing to Issucs and Problems) foaturcs sponker Fran
Kick, an educational consultant, spenker, author
and tolovision host of TEENTALK. Free baby-ait-
ting is'available for children ages 3-8, ’
Proregistration is encouraged and forms aro avail.
-able through thi

o Farmington Public Schools, which’

FARMINGTON FOCUS

trations won't bo accepted. For details, eall Diane
Bauman at 488-3349 or Terry Klenczar at 489-3333,

Framed

‘The Farmington Public Safoty Department defeat-
ed mombers of Farmington’s city council during Sat-
urday's Bowl-a-R to benefit Team Farmington

is co-sponsoring the event along with Fary
Familles in Action, Fax (489-3314) forma to the dis.
trict. They may also register onlinc at
http//www.farmmington k12.mi.ua Tolophone regia-

Special Olympics.
Officer Carl Swanderski led the way, bowlinga
‘high game of 250 during tho contest at Drakeshire

Lanes. With a contribution of approximatcly $3,000,"
the public safety department raised the most money
for the Special Olympinns. The program is coordi.
nated locally by the Farmington sehool district.

Thanks for a good job
At tho beginning of Monday niul!l's Farmington

City Council meeting, a pr was
to Peggy Willkon, widow of the Jate James D. Will-
son. Mr. Willaon died recently, after 11 diatin.
guished ycars as an election worker (1986-87) for
the city. Other longtime election workers wera in
tho audience and were introduced.

According to Peggy Willaon, her husband enjoyed
serving the city, “He was very proud and happy to -
doit” .
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