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It’s Pheasants Forever |

Group works to preserve environment,
educate people about land’s treasures

8 An Oakland County
hapter of Pheasant

aponaored by the Michigan
United Conservation Clubs,

agement is hunting.” She esti-

Forever, a group dedi-
cated to preserving
natural habitats for
game, will hold a fund-
raiger in Clarkston
March 21.

As is true with that of so
many animals, pheasant popu-
lations are suffering at tho
hands of an upwardly mobile
and ever-aggressive socioty.
Once scon frequently in the
ficlds and farmland:

where child: are i d

mated that 80-80 percent of the
Ph s Forevor's ber-

to canoeing, archory, swim-
ming and bird watching.

And they accamplish tho for-
mer feat by providing thou-
sands of dollars worth of sceds
and planting them at various
recreation facilities for food
and shelter,

The beneficiaries of the Oak-
innd chapter’s seedings include

Heather Highlands Golf Course,
Pontinc Recreation Area and
Highland Recreation Aren.

*“All the stuff we raise aro not
only good for pheasants, they're
good for deer and any type of

ship are huntera. “We would
like to see our children and
grandchildren be able to hunt if
thoy want to.”

Helzer, who enjoys tho out-of-
doors with her husband, but
who is not a huntor like he is,
sald she became intorested in
Pheasants Forever after being
invited to one of the organiza-
tion's banquots about 10 years

ago.

“I like what they stood for,”
she said of the club that was
founded in the 1980, “I really
think it's a wonderful organiza-

tion. 1 think it does.

8
that dot Michigan, tak- H *All the stuff we ralse are not only good for ) ., help a lot of

ing to the skies with phoasants, they're good for deor and any

raucous flapping to ofl

set any predators, type
pheasants have begun
to dwindle in the state
as development pro-
gresscs, according to

people and animals,

of bird. It's placos for rabbits. [t's places It brings together a
for squirrels. it does a lot for all animals,’

lot of people of dif-
ferent bolicfa: gun

Lois Helzer people, dog peoplo,

Lois Helzer, president of
Oakland County chapter
No. 183 of Pheasants Forever,

The chapter will hold its
ninth annual fund-raising ban-
quet on Maorch 21 at Deer Lake
Racquet Club in Clarkston and
proceeds will be used to
enhance pheasant habitats with
seed plantings.

“They promote habitat, They
promote education. They pro-
mote youth hunting,” said Helz-
er of the conservation organiza-
tion, which has 33 chepters in
Michigan.

Neither pro- nor anti-hunting,
Pheasants Forever is an organi-
zation devoted to mointaining
natural environments for pheas-
anta and other animals and to
educate children about the land
and its many treasures.

They accomplish the latter
feat by sending local educators
to the Leopold Training Work-

. shop, a seminar that outfits
educators with ways to incorpo-
rate conservation values in
classrooms; and by sending chil-
dren to a camp near Alpenn
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Pheasants Forever K“Ple who don't

bird. It'a places for rabbits. It's
places for squirrels. It does o Jot
for all animals,” Helzer said.

“Every time a subdivision
goes in, there are not enough
places for the animals to go.
We're there to put the phens-
ants back, but we alao like to
hunt them.”

Helzer snid she and her hus-

band, Jack, raise and release
pheasants on their 13-acre
homestead in White Luke Town-
ship.
*I just think they're the great-
cat birds. We raise them and
turn them loose, We've been try-
ing to reintroduce them in our
aren,” she said,

Despite the fact that they love
to raisc pheasants, the couple
also appreciate hunting, as do
many members of Pheasants
Forever,

. And they sec no contradiction
between the two activities. Bal
anca is the key, Helzer believea.

*“There has to be some kind of
land manegement,” Helzer said.
“And one method of land mon-

unt. And they
¢ work together well.”

A part-time bus driver for the
Holly schoo) system and a part-
time travel agent, Helzer, 60, ia
alao a member of Michigan
United Conservation Clubs,
Oakland County Sportsmen's
Club, Fricnds of Pontiac Loke
and Big Bucka, She wolcomes
calls about Pheasants Forever
and may be called for informa-
tion about fund-raiser tickets,
Her number is (248) 889-1217.

Members of the public are
welcome to attend the banquet,
which will feature a silent aue-
tion, live auction, raffles and
door prizes. Tickets are $80 per
couple and that price includes 2
$20 membership in the National
Pheasants Forever organiza-
tion.

All the money that is raised at
the fund-rpiser will stay in the
Oakland County chapter and
will be used to augment pheas-
ant habitats, Helzer said. Deer
Lake Racquet Club is located on
White Lake Road near Dixie
Highway.'
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Pheasant lady: Lois Helzer is president of Oakland County chapter No. 183 of
Pheasants Forever. The group plans a fund-raiser March 21.
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