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State tax cuts: There’s more
to them than meets the eye

: LETTERS

Packed mall not always good

would like to respond to a letter written by -
Mnry Jane Leininger of Novi regarding the
ints mado by other merchants on Satur-

ding plan. The jor ', i
under no obligation ta mako a case for or
against incumbont Republican John M. Engler,
So here are some random reflections:

. M Engler may indeed beat Demoerat Jim
Blanchard's job creation record by year's end,
Blanchard boosted 600,000 now jobs during his
tentre (1983-90), Engler, after seven years,
bonsted 550,000, and his economic outlook pre-
dicts 51,000 more jobz during calendar 1998,
That would add up to §01,000 new jobs on his
wateh.

'@ Headline on Engler’s news relenso: “FY 89
Budgct Reflecta Twin Goals of Tax Relief and
Spending Priorities.” He now counts 26 tax cuts,
intluding some that you won’t seo until 1999
and one you won't see until 2000 that hasn't
been enacted yet. “Tax burden continues to tum-
ble,” says the text in Chapter A.

Meanwhile, the fine type in Chapter O gives

- ug tho other side of the coin. “Oil and gas regu-
latory fee increase. Wetlands permitting fee
increase, Air quality fees — eliminate sunset.
Céurt fee fund ... Diesel tax increase,” the last
with this footnote: “FY 98 initiative not yet
enacted; passage built into budget assumptions
for FY 99."

‘Sorry, there's no detail about how much now
revenue he expects to collect from the fee hikes
and diese! fuel tax hike. Just don't be fooled
about the tax-cut talk when there are many,
many fees that are still governmental revenue.

'@ Big winner in Englm’s budget, as many
medin have pointed out, is the Department of
Corrcclmns. up 4.2 percent to $1.45 billion.
Prison population is 42,000, and the governor
expects to expand it by 5,420, or 13 percent, in
just four years.

:Engler’s message concentrates on locking 'em
up and throwing away the key: “Now is no time
to retreat. If you're serious about getting r.ougb
on violent criminals, then you'd better get seri-
ous nbout building the prisons to lock them
away,” said he.

His data: In 1989, we put away 51 percent of
prisoners for violent felonics for an average of
7.2 years. Today, 60 percent are being commit-
ted for crimes of violence, and the averago sen-
tence minimum sentence is 8.1 years,

1Parole is harder to get. In 1991, under the

’
1 on election year, wa can expect a g ’'a
budgct to be as much a pnhﬁcnl document as
|

Tests make sense

he debate over our schools keeps taking
fascinating twists and turns.

i Released lnst week, the results from the most |-

comprehensive and rigorous international com-
p'nrisnn of performance in science and math
revenl-:d that American high school seniors
score among the industrial world’s worst. “This
atudy has burst another myth,” said Michigan
State's William H. Schmidt, who coordinated
the American part of the study. “Our best stu-
dents in mathematics and science are simply
not world class.”

. In January, the Detroit Free Press puhhahed

" oh cnormous scries on the MEAP (Mi
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H Englor's massage concentrates on
locking 'om up and throwing away
the key: ‘Now Is fro time to retroat.
if you're serious ahout getting
touﬂl on violent criminals, then
you'd better got serlous about hulld-
Ing the prisons to lock them away.’

day, Feb. 7, about the Beanie Baby sale at Deb's
Crafts.

First of all I agree with Ms. Leininger that
doing business in a store that is i'riendly aud
fuiris i

Peaceful dialogue

A s members of the Detroit Archdiocesan .
Catholic Campus Ministers’ Association, we
are called by our mission to be “educatdra for -
justice” on our cnmpulu. and it is to that e.nd
that we speak.

We are extremely umcemed about the \ﬂll
ingueu und uppamt cogerneas of tlm us. gov-

don multifaceted d

everyone app
glad that she has that kind of mluﬂonship at
Deb's Crafts. All of the merchants at the Village
Mall strive to create an atmosphere that makes
shopping in our stores a pleasant experience.
Quite often the shop owners come together as a
single entity to hold an open house for our cus-
tomers, with live entertainment, refreshments,
sales and giveaways. The Village Mall offers a
unique variety of stores and merchandise and
the nicest part about the mall is that each indi-
vidual shop adds to the others,

None of us are ngmnn any| business, nmnll or
large, *doing well® or *

options in favor of a massive violent lttack on
the people of Iraq. Such an attack can also
increase the suffering of the civilians who have
already suffered so much due to the embargo, =
‘while most likely increasing the stature of Sad-.
dam Hussein, . “
‘We want to be a voice for peace and dinlogue.
at a time when massive violence appears to be ..
our only option. Conscious of the large number
of our students who have family and friends in ..
harm’s way in Irag, we urge our leaders to alsa .
'bombmg targets” as brothers, sisters,
hers and uncles. We are a giobal com-

However, on Saturday, Feb. 7, when the other
merchants and myself arrived to our busincsses
within the malf wo found the hailway packed
with p 1 Beanie Baby buyers from the

civil service parole board system, inmates had a
64 percent chance of being relcased after their
minimum sentence. Today, their chances have
shrunk to 42 percent..

I looked in vain for any mcnhtm of Enghsh as
asecond | Sp.
need this) or more job trr.unlng {it's practically
non-existent). Remember, most of these guys
and gals will be back on the streets at somo
time, even if Engler wins a third term.

H State clected officials had little to applaud.
Engler’s budget proposes 0.5 percent for the
executive office (his or his successor's), 0.6 for
the Legislature and 0.4 for the jndncmry This is
in an era whero his sce 2.3

back entrance to the front entrance three deep.
Thero were adults as well as children sitting
and in some casea lying on tho floors, These cus-
tomers were leaning against the doors of the
other shops making it impoasible for their own-
ers or customers to enter. As parents waited in
line, some of their children were roaming from
shop to shop ttended. While Ms. Leini
may believe that these gales create additional
business for the Village Mall the opposite is the
fact. In fact I would ask her if she took the time
to visit the other shops in the mall? From 10
a.m. until at least noon, the hallway in the mall
was virtually impasaable,

‘While wo are not opposed to the Beanie Baby

percent inflation,

@ Overall, Engler’s general fund is up 18.6
percent sinco fiscal 1992, the first one for which
he was totally reponsible, to $8.77 billion,

O Total state spending, which includes feder-
al aid and non-discretionary funds like trans-
portation and schoo! aid, has soared more than
64 percent, from $20.7 billion to $32 billion, The
transportation fund is fed by our new 4-cents-a-
gallon fuel tax, The achool fund is fed by our
increased 6 percent sales tax.

Thoso tax cuta aren't all they seem, are thoy?

Richard's Touch-Tone voice mail number
is (734) 953-2047, Ext. 1881,

1998. The hated labels of results — “proficient,”
*novice” and “not yet novice” - will be scrapped.
New Iabels, to be set by the State Board of Edu-
cation next month, will appear on transcripts,
not dipl

Educational Assessment Program) tests that
have become the main basis for comparing stu-
dent achievement between schools. Relying on
complex regression nnnlyms, the Free Press con-
cjuded that simply comparing numerical scores
between districts was inherently unfair because
olher fncwm ~the number of single parent

d cligible
for free lunch and ‘school per pupil revenue —~
hnd a big effect on the results.

+ Quite possibly in response, The Detroit News
lnst month ran its own annlysis of the effects
MEAP test results of per pupil spending, hiring
more teachers and raising teachers' salaries,
‘The News concluded that the relationship was
“minimal,” observing that schools scoring “in
the top half statewide on MEAP exams and

HSPTs differed little from schools that scored in |-

the lower half.”

" So n House Education subcommittee now
holding hearings on the MEAP test has a lot to
think about,

. Firat question: Is the test as now designed a
dseful indicator of how aur kids are doing in
school?

* Not entirely, snys Ernest Bauer, a consultant
for Onkland Schools, the countywide intermedi-
utc service agency. There appears to bo a dis-
connect between the scores kids actually gut on
the MEAP and the scores required te get a “pro-
ficient” ranking.

. “The latest fourth-grade reading results

" showed that just under 50 percent of the stu-
dents were ‘satisfactory,’ " Bauer told the sub-
dommittee. “Most educators and parents aro
timazed that the most common score in the
state for these same fourth grade students on
tho narrative reading test is 19 out of 20 possi-

lo.”
l? Second question: Can the tests be Improved?
ure,

* When the Legislature passed laws last year
6n the MEAP, it agreed on a bunch of biparti-
#an improvements. Time to taka tho test, for
example, wus cut from 505 to 370 minutes in

Fine-tuning is required. That's why tho Leg-
islature keeps holding hearings on testing.
'l'hu'd question: Other than the State Board

“pt 7 and know that it offers a won-
derful opportunity for a small business to capi-
talize on such a fad, we do not feel that it offers
anything more that just that. In fact, one mer-
chant in the mall has discontinued having sale
dnys for ber Beanies, choosing to make them
2 at all times, t she

found the snle days to be impractical.

I think Ms. Leininger missed the point; we
are glad that Deb's Crafls is finding success

munity, and it seems ironic l.hnl at o time when
our leaders urge us to economic ties
around the world, we are quick to opt for sever-:
ing the more important human ties that are
destroyed in any act of violence. Instead of cm—
ating more problems through bombing, we must
all work to find a solution through peaceful dn-
logue,

The Detroit ACCMA

Steps to hoost educatlon

e are very happy that your paper is con-

cerned with education. In responseto |
Gov. Engler's concern about education, the staff
of Eriksson Elementary in Canton, with cumu-
lative teaching experience of 605 years, has sug-
gestions that would have a positive effecton
children’s learning:

W Move the cut-off date for starting kinder-
garten from Dec. 1 to Sept. 1. .

M Lower class size in kindergarten through
third grade to 18 studeats as suggested by Pres-
ident Clinton in his State of the Union Address.

W Provide an optional transitional year
between kindergarten and first grade.

President Clinton’s 1 is that studants

with Beanie Babies, we did not h i
nw Lhc nppmnt inconsideration of those pcnplu

theh y and our shop or
those who did not properly supervise their chil-
dren. As a former small business owner I'm sur-
prised she did not immediately understand the
situation.

Barbara Horrigan-Goins
The Celtic Shamrock

are successful readers by the end of fourth
grade. Gov. Engler’s proposal is that students
are successful readers by the end of third grade.
The implementation of our three suggestions
would have the greatest impact on achieving
these goals.

The Eriksson Elementary Staff
Canton
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Art Ellis, stato superintendent of public Mﬂ epindlo bed,

‘instruction, told tho State Board last year that

it will take up to five years for employers and
college admissions officers to ask consistently to
sece MEAP scores on student transcripta. That
sounds about right, given how slowly employers
and colleges react to change.

The main point, however, is that students are
for the first time being tested to measure what
they learn in achool. The tests are not perfect,
but they are bemg xmpmvcd They aro seltmg a
de facto dard of that
ly will be adopted by employers and higher edu-
cation institutions,

Thia is the way we will improve our educa-
tion system. Not by a silver bullet, but row by
row, classroom by classroom, school by acheol.

Liberals can grumble that there are lots of .
factors other than school effectivencss that
affect MEAP acores. Conservatives can com-
plain there doesn't seem to be much correlation
between the amount spent on schools and what
kids learn, Educators can pick holes at any test
design.

But at the end of the day, the idea of testing
kids to seo what they are learning is an idea
whose time has come and is becoming solidly
entrenched in the realities of our schools.

That is tho good newa coming out of the
debatoe over achooling in Michigan,

Phil Power is chairman of HomeTown Com-
municationa Network Inc., the company that
owna thia newspaper. He welcomes your com-
ments, either by voice mail at (734) 953-2047,
Ext. 1880, or by e-mail at ppower@oconlinc.com
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