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When Lisa Ahijevych of South-
field was plunked in the middle
of an Australian rainforost to
study cultural ecology, her

-thoughts quickly drifted to
church celebrations she used to
enjoy with her.mother at home,

. “Tho first porson she saw was
a womnn putting up a poater for
the World Day of Prayer,” said
Karen Ahijovych, - the Cornoll
University student's mother. “It
wns the same poster wo have
hanging up in our church adver-
tising it.”

On Friday, March 8, the Onk-
fand County mother and daugh-
ter will offer their prayers from
across the globe as they cele-
brate the Church Women United
event in cooperation with mil.
lions of Christian women from
170 countries.

The locnl observance of the

Shir Tikvah fund-raiser
will go for new building

The firm of Alan Frank
and Associntes located in
Bloomficld Hills has been
chosen as creative design-
ors by Congrogation Shir
Tikvah for its fund raiser ~
the Detroit premier of
RENT at the Fiaher The-
atre on Wedneaday, April
28.

Congregation Shir Tikvah
is the only Jewish congrega-
tion in the Detroit
metropolitan area east of
Woodward.

After years of renting
space in various religious
locations, it is building a
permancnt home at the cor-
ner of Wattles and North-
ﬁeld Parkway in Troy.

ENT to OWN, the cam-
pmgn designed by Alan
Frank and Associates, pro-
motes the benefit premicre
performance of RENT,

Winner of the 1998 Tony
for best musical and the
Pulitzer Prize, RENT is
sold out on Broadway.-

Honorecea for he evening
will be Sam and Jean
Frankel.

They have becn instru-
mental in the development
of the businesa climate in

Troy.

The RENT to OWN cam-
paign includes invitntions,
the program book and an ad
campaign.

All proceceds from the
Detroit premiere of RENT
will go townrd a new build-
ing for Congregation Shir
Tikvah's .

Call the Shir Tikvah fund
raising line at (248} 706-
1703 for tickets, to place an
ad and for other informa-
tion.

Birmingham unit begins at 10
b.m, with coffee and conversa-
tion at the First Baptist Church,
300 Willits, in Birmingham, The
one-hour scrvice follows at 10:30
a.m. in the sanctuary. It was
written by the Christian women
of Madagascar based on the
theme, “Who is my Neighbor?”

“It's an anointing with oil ser-
vico nnd oa wo do it, we speak to
cnch olhcr saying, ‘You are my

" said cvent

tor Barbara Diederich of
Franklin, a member of the host
church, “A lot of the prayers are
for health and against the vie-
lence of women and children
around the world, which js one of
the goals of Church Women
United.”

Ahijevych i one of eight Oak-
land County women leading the
111th annual service, which fea-
turcs songs and proverbs from
the trapical {sland country in the
Indmn Qcenn. The guest speaker

is Hazel Boitwood of Southfield,
dnrcctnr of Detroit American
Baptist Churches. The soloist is
Carol Olsen of Birmingham,
Boltwood nnd Olsen are mem-
bers of the host church, The
event is expected to draw 100

Prayers: Luanne Fisher, Karen Ahijevych nd Barbara Diederich of the First Bap-
tist Church of Birmingham will join millions of Christian women from 170 coun-
tries in the World Day of Prayer.

local women.

*I love it because of the ecu-
menism,” said Diederich, n CWU
member for 26 years. “Everyone
comes from a different back-
ground, They practico their
Christionity in different ways,
but we're basically all the same
in our hopes and desires.”

Church Women United is an

- international movement of

diverse Christian women who
have been Jolmng together to
express their spirituality for
more than a century,

Organized in 1937, the Birm-
ingham unit now includes 26
congregations in Bloomfield

ills, Farmington Hills,

Franklin, Pontiae, Roya! Onk,
Southfield, Troy, Waterford nnd
West Bloomficld.

¢ arganization’s three annu-
al global events are held in a dif-

ferent Oakland County church
each time.

World Day of Prayer originat-
ed in 1887 as o day to reflect on
“confession of individual and
national sins with offeringa that
fitly expreas the contrition.”
Mcembers are encouraged to
make the event.a time of

“informed prayer and prayerful
action.” A portion of the day’s
free will offering will be used for
grant projects in Madagascar,

A member of Beautiful Savior
Lutheran Church in Bloomfield
Hills, Ahijevych joined the CWU
Birmingham unit 10 years ago
and often brought her daughter
along to share the experience.

“l was impressed with the
women I met,” snid Ahijevych,
who currently serves as the
group's treasurer. *I think it's a
wonderful organization. There's

always something to lenrn.”

Communications chairwoman
Luanne Fisher of Bloomficld
Township has continued her
affiliation with the group since
serving as a delegate from
Northminster Presbyterian
Church in Troy a decade ago.

“I like meeting different
women and attending different
churches nnd knowing we can all
do things together,” said Fisher.
“...And the fecling that the same
scrvic«a is being dane all over the

world,

World Day of Prayer begins at
10 a.m. on Friday, March 6, at
the First Baptist Church, 300
Willits, Birmingham. The church
is handicap accessible.

Drop-ins are welcome. Child-
care is not available. For infor-

Do the children in your
family Know more about
being Jewish than you do?

Many Jewish children today know more cbout the art of
Jewish living than their parents, grandparents, aunts and
uncles ever learned in Sunday School or Hebrew School.

Discover the dynamic, stimulating world of lifelong
Jewish learning. Cal, fax or e-mail us for information
on upcoming classes, study groups and special events.

Situ v Lilu

A Joirt adult Jewish learning project of Congregations Beth Abraham
Hillel Moses, Beth Shalom, and B'nai Moshe: Hillel Day School; and
Women's League for Conservative Judaism-Michigon Branch

For info call Rabbi Michele Faudem ot (248) 8513220, fax us
a1 (248) 737-1526 or -mail TORAHTEACHEAOL.LOM

stwvaears

mation, call Karen at (248) 644-
550,
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