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Detroit blucsman Robert Jones
helps out with *“Amazing
Gra t Kind of Grace.”
*“They're two of the fincst
musié¢ians I-know, It was like
good frionds getting togethor an
making music.” .

. On the album, Watroba
explains the background and tho
inapiration of the songs. Before
going into *Miss the Misaissippi,”

he explains it reminda him of his

futher and the lato Gamble
gers.
“My Sweet Wyoming Homo,”

" he jokes, reminds him of “the last

time Gary and Neil and I got

* together back whon wo used to

ride the rodeo in the 19308 up in
Wyoming.”

Ho delves into his personal life
by revealing that the Tom Pax-

Band from page E1

ton song “Home to Mo is Any-
whore You Are” was sung at his

- wedding to his high achool

sweetheart Kim,

.“It'was a really cool night. I've
only been talking about doing it
for 16 ycars,” he said about the
recording of *Live at The Ark.”

Watroba explained that he is
honored that he's been able to
play The Ark since he was 15.

“In terms of folk music, it's the
finest acoustic music room in the
country. I feel really fortunate
that I've been able te play there.
People all over the country aro
dying ta play there,”

Since' that doy in high echool,
‘Watroba hnsn't strayed from his
falk sensibilitics.

*What's kept me in folk music
in it's shared music of our people.

The thing that mnkes folk muufc
different tfrom other genrea) in
that it holds on to the tradition
that brought it here. It docsn't
seom to change like everything
else.”

During his carcer, Watroba hoa
shared tha stage with Tuck and
Patti, Don McLean, to whom
Watrobn's voice has been com-
pared, and Donovan.

“Ho surprised me mainly
because I didn't know what to
expect. He told me storiea for the
whole hour and a half between
showa”

Watroba haa had 8 successful
carcer in teaching, radio and per.
forming, But moat importantly,
he's opened for his hero, Paxton,

*That kind of atuff ia just pre.
cious.”

Baomett's ‘Skyliner.’ We're trying
to'it out of the realm of songs
you always hear from these
bands,” Kishuk said,

Not every number will be
played the way you might
remember it, either, Kishuk said.
The OU group will involve vari-
ous ensemble, solo and vocal per-
formances. He said some num-
bers, such as a rondition of
Miller's “In the Mood,” will follow

tradition while others will pur-
sue new ar

from 1972 to 1988 and was a
ber of the Stan Kenton

The student ensemble playera
will include beginners as well as
advanded performers who play
around the metro area.

The alumni band will be invit-
ing back several name perform-
ers who studied at Oakland Uni-
veraity. Holladay, who now lives
in South Carclinn, was director
of OU's jazz studies program

Orchestra.

Players coming back include
Walt Szymanski on trumpet
from New York; tenor saxophon-
ist Scott Poterson from San
Francisco; guitarist Steve Carry-
er, director of the jozz guitar pro-
gram at Wayne State; tenor saxo-
phoniat Steve Wood; tuba player

Brad Felt; nnd percussionist
Jerry LeDufl.

Kischuk points to the big
bands of Toshiko Akiyoahi, Mel
Lewis, Kenton and trombonist
Dimitri Pagnlidis as - his
favorites,

The big band sound has hed
cycles of popularity since its hey-
day in the '30s and '40s. More
recent bands led by Thoad Jones
and Mel Lowig, Akiyoshi and

MeCoy Tyncer have taken new
approaches to jnzz in a large
ensemble setting, which Kiachuk
snid is necessary to keep the
music alive.

“In Detroit you have big bands
that ean't get arrested and ... you
huve Top 40 banda that make
$5,000 a night. It's not so much
cconomics as selling people that
you can play other kinds of

Dreamy from page E1

music,” Kischuk said. “Seme peo-
plo think, ‘This is what a big
band sounds like,” but bands can
play other things. Certainly,
that's what Thad Jonea was try.
ing to do with his big band.”

On March 7, the vintage
sounds of Glenn Miller nnd Duke
Ellington and the newer sounds
of Thad Jones will tnke center
stage at Onkland University.

that the Motown sound was not
his only inspiration. Krieger's
musieal influences alse included
Etta James, James Brown,
Arcthn Franklin, Dionnc War-
wick, Burt Bacharnch, the
Drifters and Ray Charles.
“Dreamgirls” won two Grammy

s
e g

Awards for its Brondway cost
album, in addition to six Tony
Awards in 1982: Book, Tom
Eyen; Musical Actors, Ben Har-
ney, Jennifer Heliday and Clea-
vant Derricks; Chercography,
Michael Bennett; and Lighting,
Tharon Musser.
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“Show biz is juat show biz,

which is the ongoing theme of
the show,” said Goddord from his
hotel room in Cleveland on his
one dny off. “Everything good
and bad that happens to the
characters is just becouse it's
show biz ~ a leaaon that's proven
in real life. In the end, it's just a
business.”
Goddard, who now lives in
New York when he's not on tour
with a show, was cast in “Dream-
girls” na The Dreama’ Press
Agent, Frank, in May '97.
Rchenrsals began in August, and
the first stop was Providence,
R.L,in September.

“Frank ie 8 pretty interesting
character,” anys Goddard. “In
the '"60s, in order for (African
American artista’) drcams to be
heard and presented in the right
places - such a8 stories in news-
papers -- they needed someone
like Frank, o white person, to
convey the right thinga.”

Goddard’s been conveying his
craft quite steadily since 1890,
following graduation at Arizonn '
State University, when he turned

~ Nis'lifelong hobby of thuater-inw =

‘a real job ™
Ironicaily, Goddard made his
atage debut in “The Music Man”
with his sister Julic in 1976 in
Tucson when he was his nicce
Blair's ago.

“When Michoel was little, he

had all these Fisher Price Peo-
ple,” recalla Brettachneider, He
used to lock himself in his room
and crente elaborate scenes with
his toys. We'd all be listening on
the other side of the door and kid
him about it later, We were mer-
ciless. We know he'd end up
being an actor.”
“None of my aiblings went into
acting. T was the baby of five, so
1 had to do something to get
noticed,” Goddard jokes.

At 8-foot-4, the tallest member
in the show, the Greg Brady-
clone has no problem getting
noticed, .

“I only like it when people tell
me that I look like Greg Brady
and they say he’s cute - the
younger Greg Brady, that is,

before he lost his hair.”

In fact, Goddard remembers
the time that Barry Willinms,
who played Greg Brady on “The
Brady Bunch,” waa performing
in “Promiscs, Promises” at the
Birmingham Theatre in 1988,

C“Ever since Julic moved to
Birmingham, I always wanted to-
_perform in a show at the Birm-
ingham Theatre,” says Goddard.

Though that won't happen now
that the Birmingham Theatre is

ll - @ mavie house, the play was the

thing when Batry Williams was
in town. A tennis onthusinat,
Williams had his atage manager
arronge a tennin game at
Franklin Racquet Club. Turns
out Williams' partner was God-
dard’s. brother-in-law Brad

Williama won.
“You know, customer tennis.”
says Brad,
Unlike her father, Blair hos
opted to forgo sports and follow

.in the footataps of her Uncle

Michacl. Hor most recent perfor-
mance was with her sister, Lane,
in the Birmingham First Thenter
Guild’s production of “Hanacl
and Gretel.”

“I told Lane to practice her

"lines,” advised Blair. "And if she

misacs ong, or somebody skips
hor lino, I told her that she

- ahouldn't announee it out loud

and nohody will know.”

- Spoken lika n true Dreamgirl.



