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March 8, 1998

Taxing questions: The
Farmington and Farm-
ington Hills boards of
review host all-day ses-
siong to hear property tax
appeals at each city hall
March 9.

Meet the artlst' Farmmg-
ton Hills impressionist
artist Gwen Tomkow will
talk about her works at a
reception 6:30 p.m. March
10 at Farmington Hills
City Hall.

WEDNESDAY

Cdrne watch: Farmington
Hills police crime preven-
tion presents a seminar
on how to stop internal
theft at businesses from
9-11 a.m. March 11 at the
William Costick Center.
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" Farmingiton’s police will saon find a niew way to, cover the beat. Page A3
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chryoter officials said a prnduct
found no
defocts with a 1998 Concorde that
unexpectodly went into mv}:‘mn and hit
i Hi;

probloms.

\ tors to examine a vehiclo - often at the
customer’s requeat — to seo if there any

“We haven't spoken to him (product
nnulys:s mspactor) directly; wo,just

inely sends

‘At 3:40 p.m. Wednesday, a 1998 Con-
cprdo’ driven by Sue Hoffman, 51, of
Farmington Hills accidentally went'
into reverse inatead of in drive, atrik-
ing a 1993 Ford and studenta before
crashiog into the building.

Rachel Knsubook: of Farmington
;ﬂlln was llatcd in goad condiz(on at

of

troated and roleased.
What prnmpted thd car to go luto
reverso is not known, Farmington Hilla
.polico said. Alcohol was niot invnlvéd .
palice said.

“The driver) believes sho had Lhn car
in drive and that's what she told us,”
said Lt. Dennié Gyeon, who called the

lapsed lung and a |

1 Thurs
day. She suffered a broknn pclvis wl—

crash “a very unusual accident.”
'l'hu drivcr. a teacher in the We;
wtdct, was at Lhe sehoal

the vehicle was

two North F
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4\ Their romance

is a tale of

federal disaster

BY MARY RODRIQUE ' H ‘We worked in ;
STAFY WRITER tramc Dot
;‘l" ver thinks of a hurri. Ha ck and olt

o onc ove: - .
cane ng n magnet for romance, ‘Ogeulef after the tor
but that's cx;:ctly whnlt brought nadoes last summer
together ono local couple. cag

. ‘Thercsa Abler of Farmington ?!w.i‘n‘g:?l o for

Hills joined the Federal Emer-
goncy Management Agency Carl Becker I1I

{FEMA) as a resorvist in lato
1894, This sccond carcer allowed

Snapcctcd and there were, in fact, no

—FEMA reservist

the IBM retirco to use her

administrative skills to help in the aftermath of natural or man-
mndo d!suswrs ranging from floods to fires, terrorist acts to ice

storms.

tian when he joined FEMA in 1892.

Carl Becker llI a New Jersey buulncssmnn. hod the same inten-

As reservists, Abler and Becker are called in on short notice to

work anyplace

the U.S. has declared a disuster area by the presi-

dent, covering disasters from the Virgin Islanda in the Caribbean to
the federated state of Palau in the Pacific in addition to the &

states.

The coupla met in late fall 1995 in the aftermath of Hurrican

Marllyn, which wreaked massive destruction o St. Thomas and S¥.
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200-plus apply
for 45 spots at
Highmeadow

BY TIM SMITH
BTAYF WRITER

Highmeadow Common Campus principal ~

Barbara Reams recalled conversations with
teachers about how tho elimination of “sib-
ling priority” xmght impact this year’s stu-
dent lottery, which ia Tuesday,

*One of the questions tenchurn asked
‘was, ‘Will thero be enough interest in High-
meadow?' ” if parents couldn’t count on
sending all their childron to thoe same
building, Reams said.

*“But it louka like the numbers are going
to be there,

The Pnrmingum schoo) board last year
opted to do away with sibling priority -

other than to *grandfather” it in for those '

with atudonta at Highmeadow before the
1887-98 achool year ~ because too many
people were clamoring for too fow openings.

With the school's 10th annual lottery all

ready to take ploce at 2 p.m. Tucsday, |

Reams eatimated that at least 200 parents
have put their children’s name into the bin.

Out of those, 45 will bo picked to join the
grndes one-five school as first-graders in
1998.89. Another 16 aiblings of current
Highmeadow students (those who were
enrolled before the board's decision) will
also win alots,

Drawing the .amea will be & principal
from another Farmington district scheol,

ams said.

There is another gauge about the inter.
est; Lost week's informational mecting
about the lottery was standing room only.

*“I naid to parenta, You're all winnors,'
because they'll have o great schoel no mat-
tor where they wind up,” Reams gaid,

According to Reams, the board docided to
do away with sibling priority because of
what happened in tho 1896 lottery: Out of
about 60 oponings, 44 wero filled by sib-

fore the name was drawn.

During tho subsequont protesta by resi-
dents and exploration of the subject by dis-
trict ofiicials, Reams remained neutral, She
saw hoth'sides of the issuc,

“I nee advantages to families being

Please soo 200, AZ

Kids to,
drop ... read

nr‘ld

BY TiM Syt

STAFF WRITER fifth-
Every afternoon at elemen- 8"“1,""

tary schools in the Farmington Pﬂl‘llcd-

district, students *Drop Every- P2 ted,

thing and Read.” But thore is  Feading

even more during “March Is
Reading Month” to help young-
stera dovelop the reading habit
early in life.

At the top of the list is the
Book Parade for fourth- and
fifth-gradera. Thirteen Farm-
ington elementaries are partici-
pating in the motivational pro-
gram, which began Feb, 23 and
continues through March 30.
Last year, 1,642 of 1,775 fourth-

morae
than 10,000 books.

‘This ycar’s list includes “Jim
Dandy” by Hadley Irwin, “Mr.
Lincoln's Drummoer” by Cliften
Wisler, “Terror at the Zoo" by
Peg Kohret, “Cousins in the
Castle” by Barbara Wallace and
“If You Traveled West in a Cav-
ered Wagon™ by Ellen Levine.

Levine, from New York City,
will be the featured guest

Book bound: Left,
Flanders Elemen-
tary School fifth-
grader Jesst Don-
ahue, 10, takes
advantage of the
Drop Everything
and Read period.
Below, student
teacher Angelita
Williamson and
pupils show their
yellow peper link
reading chain.

author during school assem-
blies April 27-29. Students who
read six of the 14 available
titles will be invited to attend.
A hardcover gift book will be
presented to youngsters who
camplete 10 titles from the list.
“We want children to read for
pleasure and for information,”
said Poggy Schmidt, the dia-
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ive
Stephanie Richmond, also of ‘Farm-

* Ploase sce CRASH,

adds
senior center

to sweeten plan
for new Kroger

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
STAFF WHITER

Devéiéper

To make a supermarket proposal casier to swatlow, a
developer is adding an assisted living center to the
plan,

The question is; Will nearby residents nnd the city
bite?

Selective Development Co. and the city of Farming-
ton Hills arc in court over the plan, which ealled for n
126,000-square-foot commercial development on Hag-
gerty Road, north of Nine Mile. A 63,000-square-foot
Kroger supermarket is the carnerstone of the develop-
ment.

An ossisted senior facility on the north side could
reduce commercial development by 26-30 percent,

,which would help ease nearby resident worries about

“domina™ zoning, the developer said.

The land is zoned office, but is listed as commercial
in the city’s master plan, which is how city planners
view the area being developed in the future, When the
zoning doesn’t match the master plan, the developer
muat file a rezoning request.

In this ecase, the rezoning request was denied.

“Not withstanding the legalities, we think this is a
good site for commercial use,” said Mike Horowitz,
Selective Development Co. president.

“As in any situntion, we're hoping there is an inter-
section where everybody can agree, short of a lawsuit,”

Development officinls pitched the idea to Farmington
Hills City Council members at a study session Feb, 23.
Council members suggested the developer involve reai-
dents, who are also worried about n new supermarket

Ploase sce PLAN, A4

Three's company

‘The Farmington Board of Education had some
company ot the table during Tuesdny’s regular
‘meoting. As part of tho Studonts Operating Schools

next to those board officera thoy'va recently been
shadowing.

North senfor Laura Martin sat next to President
Linda Enberg; Harrison scnior Heath Gorenflo
paired up with Vice Prosident Cathy Webb and
Farmington senior Kari Berkesch sat next to Seere-
tary Priacilla Brouilletto. The students, who had
name cards placed in front of them, made comments
whon called upon and participated in presentations
during the meeting, Studenta Operating Schoola
also hold a mock echool board meeting on Friday at
the Farmington Training Conter.

program, thres high achool students sat at the table

FARMINGTON FOCUS

Jolning the circus
There will be c:mtlc animals, clowns, hlglhwnrc
acta nnd Jennif ke, Mina Far

Band printed brochures with the wrong date. :

Contrary to previous brochures, the concert will
be held at 3 p.m. Sunday, March 29, at Harrison
High School.

Nominatlon call

m-
ington Hills, singing the National Anthem at the
Shrine Cireus on Sundny, March 15, for both perfor:
mances that day.

Hoemke wiil graduate from Wayne State Univer-
gity in May and will compete in the Misa Michi

The Fi Area Arts C in nmpl- :
ing until March 16 l‘nr its nnnuul »
Artist-in-Resid and the Di d Service to

the Arts honors, The fields of art, drama, dance, lit-
ernture and music are considered.
Tho Artist-in- llcazduncc honors a‘resident of

pageant in June,

Band's date change
For the first timo over, nccnrdmg to Pnul Barber,

Far ar F Hills with a cash award,
plaque and reception. Tho distinguished service
awnrd honors groups or individunls for support, pro-
motion, manngement or tenching the arts,

Forms are availnble at the city cterk deska at

the Spring Concert by the F

Far and Far Hills city halla.
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