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triet's director of librury services.
“We beliave a lot nfthlngn about
reading, but it'a a skill for almost

-everything they’ll do,

“It enhances their imagina-
tion, their vocabulary. It holps
them ledrn " patterns, and
rhyming, It just opens up a

:whole new world.”

'Muchtodn :

Various _activities based

“around reading during March

help to do just that.
At Flanders, cvery time a stu-

‘deﬁt completen a book, he or she

write tho title and name on

-n yellow paper utrip‘ According

to media specialist e Marie
Kurzyniee, thoso strips will be
joined into'a long paper chain to
hopefully connect all claszes by
tho end of

“Tho themo iu ‘Rnndlng Can-
necta UsIn A 1 Way," "

rible Ear.”
Molly, who wants'to read
enough titlos to win an lnvh.n—

Ch01ce of low b1d vexes union

BYTIH SMmi -
smary wairan

tion to tho author's
anid sho was aiready on hor
third book in 4 little over a wock.

“I usually don't read,” sho umd
“But these are good

She and other studonts in the
fourth-fifth combination class,
taught by Pam Ellis and student
teacher Angelita Williamson, are
already completing books at an
jmpressive clip, They’ve read
enough sinco March 1 to put
together a lengthy paper chain of
yellow paper links.

Haviug a regular time to read
undoubtedly is helping the stu-
dents read more,

“It's nice bocause this givu us
something to build on,” snid
Kurzynie: about tho daily read-
ing nnuwns Wo roally are
to read all

explained Kurzyniee,

Chances are, mnny of the
books that will be included in
tho chain will be rend during
“Drop Everything aad Read” sog-
ments, from 12 10-12:30 p.m.
ovory day,

On 'l‘hur-day, “Flanders stu-
dents in the second- and third-

the time, And we're umng Dr.
Seuss’ birthday to focus on it.”
On Dr, Scuss’ birthday, Mon-
day, March 1, all students wore
encouraged to turn off their tele-

vision sets all day and - of -

eourse ~ read.
Kurzyniec said she went
around tho schoo! on Friday,

grade bi .
taught by Wendy Blachford sat

quietly at their desks, flipping
through their book of the

sir
“They ean have unint

ay:

Feb. 27, reminding children
about not watching TV. Several
served up some intorentlng
responses.

“One stud pulled on' my

time to cherish n good baok,”
Blachford said, “To get involved
in a story and to help them seo
the value in reading.”

,Elsowhere during the DEAR"
porlod a¢ Flanders, ﬁﬁh-gmdnr
Molly-McAulsy, 10, curled up in
a chiair reading one of tho Bock

-Parado titles, Lensoy Namiokn'a

“Yang the Youngest and His Ter-

" the next day in the

" scheduled at district uhoolx.

eweater and said, 'I'm sorry, but
my dad has to watch sports
overy, single day.’ I sajd maybe

- he could read about the’ games

are miffod that they narrowly
lost - to a'non-union Ahbp —abid

wing of the building. Ground
broaking is acheduled for 2:46
p.m. Tuesday.

Board members unanimously
approved the bid package for all

to install wiring at F' ’»

. mgh 8chiool.

- They are upsot bocause they
lost tho job.oven though they

believe they set the standards”

for excollence and have the best
in the business.

But with many more jobs to be

awarded under school improve-
ment bonds, several members of
the International Brotherhood of

Eloctrical Workers-Local 68

hope to get back to work in the
district before too long.

The Farmington school board,
during Tuesday night's meoting,
awarded bids in the amount of
$2,641,090 for FHS work, One of
those bids, for clectrical work,

was awarded to non-union low-.

bidder Ranger Contracting, Ine.
($400,801) over union shop

" Metro Electric's $402,030.

This first phase includes the
addition of a scicnce wing, made
up of threo labs and four class-
rooms; ‘remodelinx of four labs'

and nq
Bystems fer tha weah and north

200 from pZigé A1

but the electrical bid. Trustce
Jock Inch, e longtime advacate
of labor, asked for a roll call vote
for that contract and was the
lono dissenter in a 8-1 vote to
award RCI the work.

*“Ho (Inch) has been consistent-
ly for labor and that's good,” said
Local 58 member and Fnrming-
ton Hills resident S

ing. “It'a the low guahfu! bid-
der. If the low bidder can do the
work, then you p

Jim Struble, pmnident of RCI,
which is locnted in Farmington
Hillo. del'onded the quality of

done by his company.

“RCI Electric in known for

qunllty. crnflsimnmhlp and pro-

n SCHOOLS

ment of laws haa boon lax at
best. Schools fal) under etate
tion, with one i
-.-ovarlng 68 school districts” in
Oakland and Macomb counties.
_‘McCarthy confirmed thet
tors are “overwhelmed.”

n our
and among our customers,” Stru-
ble said Friday, “Our craftsmen
are woll trained, supervised and
quullfed fnr the work that we

tan S|
following tho decision. 'Moybu
he's intercated in quality.”

School beard President Lindu .

Enberg said that though the
board is nware of the electrical
union’s commitment to oxcel-
Jence, *We also have an obliga-
tion to the taxpayers to take the
lowest bid that does quality
work, It is sometimes a fino
line

Bill MeCnrthy, nemnr projcct

Spiwack and ‘other union
members, both during and after
tho moeting, stressed to the
board that the district will bo
paying union wngcs to non-unidn
workers,

But, Local 58 rouuncly brings
the best non-union electricians
“into the fold, that leaves them
wuh o shortage of people. And
wo'ra concerned about inspec-
tions,™ added prwnuk who has
two child

and vice at
McS/EV Consufhmts nnd Con-

trict,
A g to a lottor read to

that the jobs nren’t awarded
solely on the amount of bids,
" “It's not tho low bidder,”

McCarthy said after the mcet-

the board by Local 68 spokesman
Gary Hellmer, a state liconsed
mastor electrician, there is
another concorn. The *enforce-

DisaSter from pﬁge Al

tho dis-,

Ho "aasured board members,
howover, that qualified local city
officials would be doing the FHS
ingpection.

Hellmor also told the board he
intonds on being a watchdog,
requesting cortified payroll nnd

.daily construction reports to

make sure RCI is doing the job
correctly and paying the provail-
ing union wage, which is approx-
imately $26 per hour.

He will use the Michigan Free-
dom of Information Act “to guas.
antee compliance (by RCI) with
prevailing wage and clectrical
licensing laws.”

“I'll be out here looking {at)
who's on the job,” Hellmer said,

Spiwack, moanwhile, said he
is worried that tho quality “won't
be there” for a school his chil-
dren “are going to bo nttendmg"
in the future.

“together,” sho snid, “but T also

understand th
‘The prinei

Croix, U.8, Virgin Ialnnd.u
Abler mfcrs to it as “my third
* It waa the third time

Kurzyniec said. “Another said, I
don't know if I can live without
Rugrata.'*”

Numerous other activitics are
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. causes, pn
numgemml of llda effects, adjustment to dnngen in body
w

e cquity issue.”

1 8aid tho conti

ing intercat in tha lottery, which
started in March 1989, indicates
that residents value hnvmg cdu-
cational options for their chil-
dren. Other district “choice” pro-

» grams include those at Gill Year

Round School and at the Alame-

- da and Fairview carly childhood

centers. . .
*Just payclw]oxically. people
llko the iden of chofco,” Reoma

aid:
S:hoolx 0( choico also help ease

N crowding at ' neighborhood
.schools, and cut the need for dis-
- ruptive mdiutricﬁng, ehe added.

FEMA had ealled her for help.s
“I was there firat,” she said.
“Carl came in November, We
mot, and a little over a year
later, we were married, It was
&l,most like it was destined to

‘i'hcn:aa belioves fate played o

role. She had a very dear friend

named Marilyn who lost her life
to cancer about the same tima
she met Becker in tho aftermath
of Hurricane Marilyn

The couple discovered in many
ways thoy had lived parallel
lives, including that both were
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' “ICanCopc" isa free program for cancer patients, theit family
and friends. The course is designed to help newly disgnosed
paticats lean bow to take an active rolé in their treatment and
. recovety, Ifyou would like to leam more sbout cancer, its

rehubilitation,
d

foryou.

* tmage,
. mpolmdnhulpﬂlonwi!hunaer,

n Prumunnnnwﬂlbemadcbynumofhunhumpmfes-
radiation
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slonals,
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nurse,
‘social worker, dwutian xod pharmacist as well as other cormmu-

" Therelino clmrge for the program.

chlstudon isrequired by March 10,

For more Information or to register, .
pleue eall (134) 655-2922 or 1-800-494-1650.

St. Mary Hospital is affiliated
with Wiltiars Beaumont Hospital.
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artists who enjoyed painting.
They were married.in Farm-
ington in 1898. The program, for
their wedding featured a mep
shawing a dotted line from Now
Jersey to St. Croix ond a second
datted lino from Farmington to
8t. Croix, embellished with a
heart. They wrote “Hurricane
Marilyn brought two people to
the island. Without her presence
in our life, we eould not be here.”
Theresa just recently returned
to Farmington Hills from ice
storm duty in Vermont. Carl is
still in Albany, N.Y,, helping
that arca recover from tho rav-
ages of winter atorms. Ten Now
York counties were hard hit by
ice storms, sevore snowfalls,
long-term power outagen, high
winds and flooding in January.
Recovery operations continue.
“FEMA dopends on its
reserviats in time of disaster just
as the armed forces call on their
reservists in times of crises,”

- said Barbara Russell, the federal

coordinating officer for the New
York disaster,
Becker gained his organiza-

tional expertise when he worked

I
-1

u‘-'ree 1-888-254-6377
v ——

in the industrial mill supply
business. That background also
inspires his art.

Ho 18 working in the logistics
nection ot the disaster field
office, coordinating the flow of
equipment for the field office and
the aid centors set up through-
out the disester area.

Both agree it can bo difTicult to
be married — newlyweds still ~
and away from each other for
such long periods of time.

“I'm on the road 10 out of 12
months,” gaid Carl. “Tho breaks
1 get in between are few and far
apart.” .

They try to visit each other
whenever posaible and have
worked together on occasion
since they tied the knot.

“We worked in Hamtramck
and Detroit togothor after the
tornadoes last summer and in
Chicago for flooding,” he said.

They've becn Maown to visit
each other at disaster sitea when
one is working and the other is
off duty.

Carl also passes leisure time
painting.

I take my paintings with me,”
he said. *I'm working on n series
capturing the Industrial Revolu-
tion. P'm on my 32nd painting.”

Ho has shown his work in the
New York Federal Building and
has a Web page, hitp://www.com-
purad-inc.com/PaulHiggins.

“It's difficult work, but it's
wonderful to be out helping peo-
ple,” amd Themaa “You go into

You get attached
But it's always gnod to be back
in Farmington.™

TAXES

BEAT THE TAX SEASON RUSH...
CALL

MARK WOJNO
AND ASSOCIATES, CPA

« FREE CONSOLTATION + SAME DAY SERVICE AVAILABLE
* INCOME TAX PREPARED BY LICENSED CPA'S.
WE GUARANTEE LOWER FEES THAN THE NATIONAL CHAIN PREPARES

room,
Admission for 2 for Tremora
Sunday Brunch for 2
March 14, 1898




