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Bee smart:
ex

Roniine, a
fifth-grad-
erat Gill

. Elemen-
tary, took
third place
in the arca
spelling bee
at Adler
Elementary
in South-
field.
Romine
was his
school’s top
speller.

Stellar spellers

Frotos

N ATy W LA B,
She's a champlon: Adriane Bracciale, a seventh-grader at East Middle School, captured
first place at the regional spelling bee in Southfield Wednesday by spelling “pontificate.”
She moves on to the state finals.

Farmington public safety
pedals new bike patrol

By TiM SMiTH
STAFF WIITER

The mounted police aren’t
coming to Farmingten, But the
next best thing is - bicycle
patrals,

Farmington Public Safety
Director Gary Goss told city
council members about the pro-
gram during last Mondny night's
regular meeting. It will cost
$8,000 to $9,000, out of the gen-
eral fund, to operate the pro-
gram, designed to help patrol
downtown and parts of the city
that are difficult to reach by
automobile. Goss said training
will begin in May, with a project-
ed Memorial Day start-up,

“Maybe we'll compete with the

kateboarders” at the D
Farmington Center, said Goss
with a chuckle. o

Three members of the depart-
ment, Cdr. Mariz Putt, Officer
Chip Hennessy and Officer
Terry Purves will carry the bikes
on theire patrol enrs. When a site
untjon arises that requires offi-
cers to check out a difficult-to-
nccess part of the city, they'll
stop their cars, remove the bikes
from their bike racks and start
pedaling,

“I think, more than anything,
it will help us better interact
with the community,” aaid Putt,
who snid she was excited about
the bike patrols. “We'll have
quicker response through (Shi-
awnssee Park) and things like
that.”

Putt, Hennessy nnd Purves
actually wanted the bike patrols
to start Inst year, Goss

Crash

from page Al

pick up her son when the vehicle
went into reverse,

On Fridny, Farmington Hills
police hod a licensed mechanic
examine the car, which had only
been driven 500 miles. The
mechanic checks the brakes and
how it shifts into gear, Green
said.

The police investigation could
e completed by Monday.

After the police investigation,
the city attarney will review the
case to ree if any charges will be
filed,

“We look at that vehicle and
find out if there are any mechan-

ical problems,” Green said. “If

there are none, and the vehicle
went backwards and struck
these kids, you can only make so
many conclusions: The woman
waan't in control of her vehicle.”

Beenuse the accident hap.
pened on private property, police
jurisdiction is limited, Green
snid,

Chrysler introduced a new
Concorde model this year. In
compnny investigations, the
vehicle is taken to the deatership
or Chrysler Corp. to be diag-
nosed.

The fact that it is a new vehi-
cle with only 60O miles could be
n  factor, the Chrysler
apokeswoman said.

“So it could have been she just
waan't familiar with the vehicle
at this time,” snid Tinson, a
Chrysler consumer medin rela-
tions spokeswoman, “but most
likely wo will make an appropri-
ate dingnosis.”

explnined. But the iden was put
on the back burner until they
brought it up again this year.

“Thesc will be in addition to
our regular patrols,” Goss said, “
. It'll bring our officers closer to
businesses and residences in the
city.,”

Goss said the bike patrols will
be out in foree for special events,
such as the Founder's Festival in
July. But they'll also be visible
throughout the year, “around the
schools and parks. We think we
can integrate this service™ with-
out deteriorating existing
patrols.

Officers will “uge the car as a
base and then go out on the
bikes to get to arcas we current-
1y don't have access to," contin-
ued Goss. “It'll make us a lot
more flexible."

Putt said the bikes probably
wouldn't go out during winter,
“We're not going to put snow
tires on them.”

City Mannger Frank LauhofY,
who formerly headed up the pub-
lic safety department, was
enthusiastic nbout the idea as an
exumple of “community policing
w0 I8 getting closer to the com-
munity and that’s what this
bicycle program is about.”

It will cost about $1,000 for
ench of the three bicycles nnd
another $2,000 per officer for
uniforms and equipment, such
us helnets.

Before starting the pragram,
the office vill undergo rigoruus
training, riding 20 miles up and
dawn hills in northern Onkland
County.

Beanie raffle for
Longacre Fouse

The most difficult to find
Beanie Baby, the one dedicated
to Princess Diann and one of
only 1,500 of its kind, will be raf-
fled by the Longnere House of
Farmington Hills, according to
Ben Marks of the Longacre
House.

‘The proceeds of the raffle will
benefit the 127 yenr-old historic
mansion and its scholarship
fund.

Raffle tickets arc $3 cach or
two for $5. Tickets may be pur-
chased now with credit card by
calling 477-8404 or you mny stop
in and pay with check during
regular business houra, The rafe
fleis May 15.

‘The Longncre House is located
at 24706 Farmington Road.
Business hours are 8 a.m. to &
p.m. Monday-Friday and 9 a.m,
to noon Saturday.

AGENDA

Farmington school board
specinl mecting
6 p.m. Tucrday, March 10
Lowis Schulman Adminis-
trative Building
32500 Shiawassce
489-3300

The agenda includes:

M Technalogy update.

B Bid review and award:
Farmington High School, Phase
1, and O.E. Dunckel, Phase 1.

W Review Plante & Moran
Study Concerning Personnc! nnd
Scheal/Community relatlions,

District
workers
get raise.

HECLARENCEVILLE

Administrators and non-union
workers in the Clarenceville
School District recently received -
1 2.3 percent pay hike. s

The pay hike is the same ns*
the one recently given to the dis-: *
trict’s 113 tenchers. .

As part of their new three-year™.
contract, the district's 12 admin-’
istrators also, like the teachers,
agreed to an insursnce rate
increase cap of 3 percent, With: *
the cap, the administrators will -
pay any increase over 3 percent. -

Non-union workers include
child care aides, teacher para- -
professionals, noon aides, pool-*
employees, and hall monitors.  °

The Board of Education
recently approved the pay'”
increases for both groups, -

‘The administrators’ previous.- -
three-year contract expired in °
Auguat. The new three-year con- " -
tract, with a 2.3 pereent pay hike
for each year, expires in 2000. -~

Experlence the subtle sophistication of
Cynthia Howie. Silk dress. Imported.
Banana. Sizes 14W to 24W. $160

Clairewood, for the
fuller figure woman

Jacobsons

Blmingham e (248) 644.6900 Livonla « (734) 591-7696 Rochester * {248) 6516000

SHOPPING HOURS *« MON-SAT 10-9 « OPEN SUN AT NOON
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