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His turning point came when
hotvas o 28-year-old Chicago cab
driver sitting in a Halsted Strect
bar with 8 pal. The pal advised
John Reday to go to college.

*I'll be 30 by the time I get
out!” Rcddy objected.

“Yuu re going to be 30 any-.
way,” said the friend, and that
settled it.

“ went down to the University
of Illinois at Navy Pier, 1
majored in journalism,” Reddy
reenlled.

‘At 30, married and with one

child, Rcddy carmned a U-1 degree

and got a job on the Sterling (1)
Daily Gozette. The one-time
Navy curpenter and cab driver
had launched his carcer in peo-
ple-oriented journalism.

“The working part of his carcer
will end March 31 when Reddy,
a.Bloomfield ’l‘m\mhnp resident,
' rgtires nt 65 as vice president for
. editoria! of HomeTown Commu-
_ nications Network Ine,, the com-
" pany that owns this and more

than 60 other wcckly and semi-

weekly newspapers in Michigan,

Ohio and northern Kentucky.

.~ He'll spend the month of
' March breaking in his successor,
. Jeanne Towar,

Making a difference

‘Reddy wanted to make a dif-
{ference. Many agree he hos,

“] used to get the bulldog edi-
tion of the Chicago Tribune. Peo-
ple used to stand around, wait-
ing for the papers, and they

always complained about

. papers,” he said. “Many Republi-

cans thought that ﬂnming young

liberals were running the (sub-
ughan} papers. My view was that

anyone has a right te have o

polmon fairly and well repre-

saiited.”

Rich Perlberg, now general
nidnager of the HomeTown
Ne¢wspapers headquartered in
Howell, wns nmong many who
absorbed Reddyrx message.

“There is one overriding
. dogma of John's,” suid Pertberg.

“When somecone is upset about
| our news coverage ar editorinl

pesition of n particulnr issue, we

#hould be nble to ask, ‘Was your

peaition fairly and nuurmoly

roported in the paper?

*If we are doing our jobs, the
atswer has to be ‘yes. And most
fair-minded people, even if they
disagree with our averall cover-
age, will eventually concede that
wo have donc our an if we have
hll that standard,” Perlberg said.

WNext Reddy became a commu-

" nlty editor in Palatine, I11., for

Paddock newspapers in the
. northwestern Chicago suburbs,

then moved to the Chicago Sun-

Times' suburban and city desks.

He was imprensed by the fact

that the woman who interviewed

him for the job had helped make

Jjournalism — and film - history
by spotting a cleaning woman’s
classified nd that said 'Cnll
NOrlhmdn 777." The paper's

freed an
man from prison.

“I camo here (te Michigan) 30
years ngo this month. The
Nationn]l Newspaper Associotion
put my resume in the hands of
Henry Hogan (then publisher of
the Birmingham Eccentric), By
then I had changed my mind
obout looking for a new job, but
Hank said, ‘Don’t say no until
you come aver nnd look.”

*Joan (his wilc) cncouraged
me. We drove over here with
four kids and looked. There was
a sense of community here.

“That was the time of the fair
housing ordinnnce fight (follow-
ing the 1967 Detroit riot), T told
him he had to support the foir
housing urdinance or | wouldn't
came. Hank was very suppartive
aof the editorinl department and

of me as an editor,

“1 was managing cditor. We
crnnled the 'l‘roy udmun. then
West Bl

At Tho Observer & Eccentric,
Reddy moved up the ladder to
general manager (1977-82) and

vice idont for edi-

Southfield. I was managing edl-
tor while all that went on.

“Then Hank bought the paper
in Cincinnati and needed somo-
one to run it. I was there from
1972 t0'76,” he said.

Reddy downplays his own
work a8 a general manager, but
others don't: HomeTown's Perl-
berg vecalls how Reddy atepped
in a8 manager of that group of
8ix weeklies after Rolly Peter-
son's sudden death on Christmas
Eve of 1989

“Rolly’s death was traumatic,”
Perlborg aaid. “John walked into
a shell.shocked division and pro-

torial (since 1882), with fill-in
stints, as Perlberg noted, manag-

Veteran journalist Reddy to retire;
influenced O&KE’s style, content

“l saw a couple of people
rotire, and they were like fish
out of wator, That's not going to
happen to mec,” vowed Reddy,
relating how he arose at 4 that
morning to practice on the pianc

ing various divisiona, (Albeniz and Chopin).
Reddy {8 blunt about the some- “Joan has nlwnyn wanted to go
1 role of edi on an arch ig. ¥ can sit

time

‘and advertising people within

newspapers,
“There are not encugh good
editorial people in acnior man-

..agement. The reason is that they

refuse to learn anything about
management. The only way you
can have a freo press is to have
an economically sound press.
“Thorc's really a strong need
for senior monagement to have
an advocate for the editorial
d It's easier for them

vided tho | and guid-
ance necessary to keop opera:
tions stable.

“He wisely let those with expe-
rience lead the way when appro-
priate, but he was far from a.

ker GM. He impl ed

(mnnngcmnnt) to remember that
ifit’s personified in their midst,

“I'm not sure how well I did,
but at least they had to look at
nll‘n bcfurc they walked ull over
t!

marketing strategics and direct-
ed operations, Then he helped
the new GM (gencral manager)
during a 80-day transition peri-
od and gracefully stepped aside.”

But that's getting ahead of the
saga.

Heading the merger

In 1976 Reddy was brought
back from Cincinnati to be excc-
utive editor of the Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers, formed o
year eorlier by the merger of
Hogan's Eccentric group with
Phil Power's Observer group.

“When John was in charge,”
said board chair Power, “the
company's newspapers won more
state and national awards for
editorial excellence than any
other group of community news-
paper in the country.”

Reddy likes to tell reporters —
young and old — to abserve pco-
ple browsing in a bookstore. “If
they sce dinlogue, they'll read it.
1f they see long, gray paragraphs
of prose, they'll skip it or put it
down. Dialogue is people.”

The moral: Use direct quotes
to tell a good news story. So that
means part of the business is lis-
tening to people.

Another lesson ia to make use
of graphica — charts, pictures
ond graphs that tell the “what”
of a story. “That frees up the
writer to explain the why and
how and the implications.”

While media critica often
deplore USA Today as “McPa-
per,” Reddy praises it for use of
charts. “Charts were slow to
come into newspapers because
no one is driving it. It tnkes
senior management and well-
trained young professionals to
drive it."

More than boosters

Part of the business of subur-
ban newspapers is helping to
build communities. .

“We're building communities,
not o blind boesters, becausc
they suffer from failed credibi
y“’I'hercs on implied socinl con-
tract. We have to fulfill our read-
ors' expectations,” he said, hint-
ing at the consequences for an
cditor if he or she fails to display
changes in the trash pickup
schedule on page 1 or the rites of
passage, such as marriages and
deaihs,

‘There's n reward for those who
fulfill that social contract: “They
(readers) will give you license to
talk about the prickly things
that disturb their consciences
and make them uncomfortable.
The single most important dis-
tinguishing characteristic is its
editorinl page and its editorinl
voice.”

Oh, and n good paper ahould
be “predictably unpredictable.”
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Power is sure Rcddy did well.
*He used the position as a bully
pulpit from which to preach the
apecial role and notable success-
ea of community journalism.

“Wo will miass his constant
wisc counsel and his unfailing
attention to making our craflt as
community journalists better,”
Power snid.

A playwright?

And soon comes

and do water colors while she
doca that,

“My goel is te write some
plays. It's an extension of (a
reporter’s use) of quotes. There
needs to be a chemiatry between
the playwright, the director and
nctors. You have to conatruct it
80 they (director and actors)
have somo ownership in a way
that won't distort it.”

So far ho has written three
vignettes, but details must wait
until opening night.

There was something he failed
to appreciate as an 18-year-old
in the Navy that he has been
correcting — foreign travel. This
year he and Joan will aee tho
cave art in France,

After studying Spanish in high
schoot and French in college, he
is working on Chinese. *I'm lis-
tening to tapes. If anybody
wants to help me talk Chinese,
I'd be glad to hear from them,”
he snid.

It's more than just knowing
the words, It's underatanding
how other people think because,
said Reddy:

“I truly enjoy knowledgeable
and stimulating people.”

It’s never too

Ask for our free IRA Planning Guide.

Lcam how to plan for your lifetime income needs with the new 1998 1RAs
and how to pass moncy estate tax free 1o your children or geandchildren.

Call The Huntington Retirement Bank at
1-800-3224600 (Press 2) to get started today.

Signing off: John Reddy editorial vice president of the
O&E'’s parent spent 35 ycars shapmg suburban jour-

nalism.

Ceedrdd

The Muckinac Bridge Author-
ity and the Michigan Depart-
ment of Tranaportation have
announced Kate Warren is the
first-place winner in the Mack-
inac Bridge 40th Anniversary
Essay/Poctry Contest in the
ninth through twelfth-grade
eategory, The West Bloomfield
High School senior will receive
a $500 savings bond.

Warren's entry was one of
1,880 entries submitted from

Oakland students win in bridge contest

across the state to celebrate the
anniversary of the “Mighty
Mac” on Nov. 1, 1937,

Winners in the fifth through
cighth-grade category included
first-place winner Chria Allen of
Clarkston Middle-School and
twa Luke Orion Scripps Middle
School students: Sean M. Mar-
tin and Christinn Valka, who
received third and fifth place
honors.

early to start!
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