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You must have an
attitude of gratitude
to experience pure joy
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said there wns one more thing she
needed to do,

“I hnd to look up ecumenical in
the dictionary,” she admitted. “I
didn't know what it meant,”

Yuhas didn't fully udderstand
the dictionary's definition of ecu-
menical ns meaning “worldwide,”
But that didn't stop her from
arranging an interview wilth the
Rev, Dr. James Lyons, the Insti-
tute's founder and director.

“Jim and { hit it off and I stayed
that afternoon and I've stayed for
11 and a half years,” she said. “I
still couldn't define ecumenical.
Maybe that's becnuse we're still
changing.”

Since joining the stafl as a full
time secretary, Yuhas has evolved
with the thriving Southficld-based
Institute to nssume additional
responsibilities as newsletter edi-
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Since his accident, he
has been pardlyzed and in
a wheel chair, but he
remains grateful for the
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Team: Barbara Yuhas and the Reu. Jim Lyons make a good team at the Ecumenical
Institute for Jewish-Christian Studies based in Southficld. .

Thanksagiving is quite
often a matter of perspec-
tive, with one porson’s
gratitude revealing anoth-
er peraon's pain, If our
thanksgiving is not going
to smack of vulgarity, we
need to be sensitive to
those who have so little,

Gratitude depends on
attitude. Those who have a
greedy attitude can never
be grateful, beeause their
greed leavea them fecling
constantly unfulfilled.
Those who have a mis-

gifkt of life itsclf, For him, it
is a doily attitudinal strug-
gle, but he refuses to lot
misery have the upper
hand.

Consequently, he still
has the capacity to experi-
ence joy, a8 he refuses to
let his physical disability
turn him in to an emotion-
al and spiritual cripple, as
well.

If ever there was a living
testimony to the reality
that thanksgiving is an
attitudinal choice, Christo-

tor, membership drive coordinator
and program director.

She schedules lectures and edu-
cational programs, is involved Wwest suburbs of Detroit.
with the Ambassadors of Good
Will youth program and plans the
annual Dove Dinner, Model
Passover Seder and Church-Syna-
gogue Tour, il aimed at building dinners are a program.”
and cementing solid relationships
‘between Christians and Jews.

this year's ongoing membership
drive, “From Vision to Reality,” by
sending pledge cards to the 1,600

diverse members, most of whom
make their homes in the North-

“We are nat fund -rnisers. Our
total fund raising is done with our
programs,” explained Lyons. “It's
the programs that Rell Even our

Most of the Institute’s support-
ers have nffilinted through word of
In Jlmumy. Yuhas kicked off mouth or after attending one of
the lectures or programs offered
throughout the year.

“When it comes right'down to

gan Region, Lyons left his 12-year
pastorate and took to the task of
encouraging healthy dialogue
between Christians and Jews
through programming set in a
non-threntening environment.,
When he's not researching or writ-
£, Lyons is out in the field teach-
ing and lecturing at schools, uni-
versitics, churches and syna-
gogues across the country and
abroad.
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i to ask the difficult questions in
a safe way and to handle without

tant director to help facilitate the
growing number of lay school
classes and community outreach
programs now being offered. The
non-profit organization also relies
on a host of volunteens for its con-
tinued success and offers a
resource media library onsite at
the offices at 19900 W. Nine Mile
Road.

Throughout its 16-year history,
the Institute has remained self-
supporting. The membership drive:
accounts for 10 percent of the
annual budyet, which is set by a

it," snid Lyens, “people support
the Institute becouse it's the right
thing to do.”

Lyons began the Ecumenical

housecholds on the mailing list.
“Our membership drive gives
people all kinds of ranges in the
ability to give,” said Lyons, o < c enie
Lathrup Village resident. “Qur Institute for Jewish Christian
membership drive doesn't under- Studies in 1982, after serious ill-
write the Institute, but it gets peo- ness awakened him to rethink the
ple involved.” direction for the rest of his life.
Involvement seems to be the With support from Richard Loben-
onpoing dynamic that provides o thal, the former director of the
sense of unity for the Institute's  Anti-Defamation League, Michi-

trustful attitude can never
be grateful, because they
have no hope for anything
positive,

Those who have an avari-
cious attitude can pever be
grateful, beeause they can-
not appreciate anything
they have been freely

pher Reeves is that testi-
mony,

May God's gift of life fill
you with such gratitude
and fill you with joy.

The Rev. Allan Eickel.
man is the senior minister
at The Congregational
Church of Birmingham,

getting angry the anger of others,
who don't understand,” said
Lyons, who learned about the his-
tory of Jewish-Christian injustices
as o student at Wayne State Uni-
versity in Detroit, “There are
issues that are painful. We have
to deal with the painful issues.”
Two years ago. Rabbi Amy

bonrd of dircectare representing a
variety of faith backgrounds,

Ta learn more about the Ecu-
menical Institute for Jewish-
Christian Studics, coll Barbara
Yuhas at (248) 353-2434. Contri-
butions can be sent to 19900 W,
Nine Mile Road, Suite 205, South-
field, MI 48075.

Brodsky joined the staff as assis-
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