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gymnants fell

rt, uf tbelr (onm goal Satur~
day ify four

-(nulvidunls for thn state moot

B weekond.

- The top three toams in oach
. ranmnn.l advance to tlm atato

| B GYMNASTIOS

meet nt Rnck[urd High School.
The team cvent tokes ploce

Friday and thu individual com-

potition

but F

wal fourth and less thnn a pnmt
ouf of third place.

Regional hont Hartland was

firpt (143.45), Frocland sccond

(141.85), Brighton third (138.7)
.- anfl Farmington a closo fourth
T agre.
It was o meet that could have
goho either way,” Farmington
<ol ch Joff Dwyer naid, adding.
Fi had ita b‘xllcst taeum .
scare of the asason, “When you'ro
at tlose, you think about the
lit{le things, ‘If we'd done this or
tj: he that, we could have mado
i

E

'We wont down fighting; I'll
8ay that much. But it’'s disap-
pojnting, knowing we were that
clgse to golng to state. That was
our goal all season, and wo
. nlmoar. did it,
- |lt 8 hard because, all the
. teams nbove us have at least two
cr'thren Division Ones on their
taams. Wo don't have any, and

that definitely makes it a lot |

er.”

Farmington will send junior
Bxpok Rubin, senior Mario Law,
senior Kelly Barenie and sopho-
m ‘:u Jamio Militello to the state

gymnasts start at noon Satur-
day, the Division II at 3:30 p.m.

Aftar failing to qualify last
year, Rubin will compete as an
all-arounder and will be eligible
for a medal in each individual
ovent.

A state quolifior as a fresh-
magn, she was sixth in all-2roun:
scoring with a 34,90 total,

Rubin would have qualified as
an individual in two events,
placing third on bars (8.95) and
fifth on beam (9.0). Sho also
scored 8,76 on floor and 8.2 on
vault,

“Last year wos kinda disap-

. pointing for her,” Dwyar said.

"She had a hard timoe on balance
beam, which is her favorite
event, "and- sho lot that affect her
whole meot.

*“We talked about that. I told
her {t’s just a sport; it's not lifo
and death. Sha's grown up in
that way. She didn’t hit all of her
vaults (Saturday), but she hung
in thero; whereas, lnat year she
might have given up.

“That’s a sign of her maturity
and it paid off, becauso she
ended up going as an all-
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m‘oundnr. And thnt'n a huge
to her.”
Law, who went to state on

bars and beam last yeer, will

compate this year on floor, fin.
ishing in a sixth-place tie with a
9.1 regional score.

- “She’s beon our most consis-
tent scorer, espednlly in-the big .
meets,” Dwyer said. *I'm glad to
seo her have one moro chanco to
go to state as a senior,

*I think she wasg surprised,
because she had beon medaling

on beam and bars in the lnvnl.n-
-tion:

Law alsu has'the bixbwat all-
around averags on the team,
according to Dwyer.

*“Both of us were heart-brokon
at her not making all-around,
but we're happy nhn'a going to
state regardless; so wo 're looking
at it in a positivé woy."

Baronie and Militello will
make their first tripa to the state
mect, Barenie was fourth on
vault (8,0} and Militello eighth
on balance beam (8.76).

“Kelly has been very consis.
tent over the full season,” Dwyer
said. "We definitely would not
have gone as for as we did as a
team without her,

“Jamie was very steady on
beam and throw a dynamite rou-
tine. I thought her acore might
havo been a little higher even. I
saw .only onc minor flaw
throughout tho whole routine.”

CHIEFS QUALIFY AS TEAM: Golng
Inta the regionol Saturday at Plymouth
Canton, the host Chiefs knew it would
requira some sort of miracle for them to
cotch Northvillo-Novl, the Wostern
Lakos Activities Association chomplon
and o favorite to win the state titte.

‘When Amy Driscoll went down with &

sevore onkle speain two duyt before the
meet, Canton coach John Cunninghsm
knew his team's xoan would have to be
alterad.

mayba bo state champ in the Division It
vault, or mayba tha floor exerclse,” he

- 80ld. "She was getting better ond bet-

“tor. Now we'll have to walt untll next
.year,””

The same could be sald for dny elight
aspirationa the Chlefs moy have entor-
tained regarding a roglonal titlo run,

“I had no hopes — none," sald Cun-
ninghom. “Once Amy went down, I just
waid m the girls "Let’s mnka It to

. sates.'”

That they did, and with m[mvu apsa.
Yos, Northvile-Novl finlshod first, scor-
ing 148.10, but Canton rolled to & ssc-
ond with a 136,35, Tho third teom quall-
fier is Hillsdale (134.95), which cdged

Sallne (134,55), Plymouth Salom placed |

10th (122.60) I tho 15team figtd.

“We didn't_have o good meet,” sald -

"We hod sn
muet, Performance-wise, wo woren't
pertect, but wo were certainly excop-
tional,**

Canton's seasan-long loaders, Liz'
Fltzgerald and Marcle Emerick, fed the -

Chlofs in the reglonal, Fitzgerald was.
second In Divitlon | all-around {35.85)
and Emerick ffth (34.95). Both quatified
for all evonts ot the state moet.
Fitzgorald's bast finish coma In the
unoven parallel bers In which sho wos
sscond (9.15). But she wns stoady
throughout, placing third on bsam (9.0},

fourth on vault (8.55) 8nd fifth on floor .

{9.15),
Emerick’s best showling camo In the

. vault in which sho was second {8.85}.

She was also fourth on beam (8.9),
ninth on bars (8.55) and 10th on ficor
(8.85),

In Divislen 1), Conton had ono state
quafifier: Holly Graham, who was slxth
on beam {8.55), She also tied for 12th
on floor exerclsa (8.6). Conton's Nicole
Vaogones was 15th in the ‘all-around

© (32.35)

"l was :n[nklnl (Dmhn!l) l:nuld :

balance.beam in an earlier meet, wtl compete

STAIY PIOTO l'MM:nmu.L
Stata qualifior: Senior Kelly Bareme, erforming on the

rindi-

vidual state-meet honors on the vault Saturday.

Vikings turn back Warriors in final

BY JOE KYRIAKOZA
BTAFF WRITER .

_If ‘yau believe in moral victo-
ries, score ono for the Walled
Lake Western volleyball team.

VOLLEYBAL

“W;zstom ia roal athletic,”

Western | woll
against a superior Walled Lake
Central team in the Class A dis-
trict final at Farmington Harri-
son but finished second Satur-
day, losing 15-4 and 15-6.

Despito the sotback, the vast-
lyvimprovcd ‘Warriors still had
their pride intact afterward.

said. “They scare you;
thny ve lmproved a lot. They
hava kids who can really swing
at the ball.”

The Vikings remained in their
powerhougo form despito losing
the services of 6-foot starting
Jjunior middle hitter Leah Dou-
lglm who was injured in the
ea|

“I don't think I'm di
ed,” Western coach Fritz Tallian
said. “We proved we could play
with them. I think we really had
a hope of beating Central. We
figured we could compete.”

Central (42-7-3) earned its sev-
enth consecutive district erown,
climinating the Warriors for the
sccond straight year,

The Vikings will face Grand
Blanc a¢ 10 a:m. Saturday in tho
regional at Lapecr Enst. Birm-
ingham Marian and Clarkston
meot in the other semifinal.

Central conch Miko Lindstrom
commendad Weatern for its

Mustangs

By MARTY BUDNER
BTAVP WRITER  °

The wake-up cull.for Birming.

. ham Marian’s volleyball toam

came early in tho Class A dis-
trict tournament Saturday at
Bloomfield Hills Lahser.

In the opening match, Marian
needed three games to got past

Birmingham Seaholm in what |

many considered the tourna-
ment's championship match.

In a thrilling contest that loat-
ed moro than 1% hours, the Mus- -
tangs defeated the Maples, 16-8,

12.15,16-11.
Marian stopped Lahser in the
svmlﬁnulc (16-4, 16-7) and

topped Groves in the title match
(16-11, 16-8) to claim its sixth
consecutive district crown.

*I don't want to take anything

. awny from Groves or Lahser, but

-we knew the dmmp{anshlp game

was going to ba early on,” Mari.
an coach Patty. Knpmnyor eald. -

"She 'a been our atnrtmg mid-
dlo hitter all season,” Lindstrém
said. “We'vo got lots of kids to
play, but we don’t have kids to
take her place, I think she's
going to ba back,”

In the meantime, the Vikings
are using 5-10 sophomore
Christina Tudor in her spot.

To meet in the final round,
Central defeated host Farming-
ton Harrison (16-4, 16-1) and
Western topped Farmington (15-
8, 16-1), which dofeated North
Farmington in the first match of
tho day.

. In the first game between the

pass early

A VOLLEYBALL

*“Seaholm has some good ath-
letes. They're strong players and
wa never felt comfortable play-
ing against them. 1 liked the way
wo played overall, but I loved the
‘woy Seaholm plnycd. too.”

*Tho M\ulnngn take. a 39-11-3
record into the regional tourna-
ment Saturday at Lapeor Eaat,

Marian econttolled play in the
firat game, but the Maplee
robounded to win the second.
‘The Mustangs shot to a 9-2 lead
in the third game, but Seaholm’
ralliod to tio the scoro at 10-all.
Marian 'won by éarning five of
tho next aix points.

Tho match included 16 consec-

utive side-oute in the second °

: game and niae in the third,
i Tt was & slugfest; it was amaz.
1n¢." Knpmayar sald.

VOIIeyba“ ﬁvmpggecz -

Walled Lakes, Westorn took o 8-
0 load behind plenty of hustle.
But the Vikings didn’t wait to
act on the deficit, pounding the
Warriors for 14 unanswered
points.

The second contest was nip-
and-tuck early an, with both
teams struggling to score after a
5-6 tie.

Central eventually went on the
attack and buried seven straight
painta, Junior setter Becea Sal-
dana softly tapped the winning
point aver the net for the 16-6
final.

“It went back to our old neme-
sis, where we get into a habit of
missing sorves,” Tallian enid. “I
was envious of their dofonse.
They dug up overything we hit.”

Central's defense was led by
Saldana, who connected on 103
of 108 sets during the tourna-
ment, and also tallied 40 nsaists,
aix blocks, cight kills, 11 digs
and was a perfeet 19-0f-19 sorv-
ing with threo aces.

Junior outside hitter Amanda
Mendenhall was good on 33 of 36
hits with 21 kills, had 10 digs
and also was perfect at the ser-

vice line (13-0f-13).

Senior middle blocker Kristen
Brady was good on 22 of 24 .
attacks with 15 killa and five
blacks. Senior outside hitter Sab-
rina Nordeen' waa 265-0f-28 hit-
ting with 10 kills and 18 digs.

Western's leaders for tho tour-
nament were Kristina Kerrigan
with 13 kills, Cindy Howder with
16 kills and 15 digs, Danielle
Williams with 13 kills and 11 -
service painta and Sheryl Wrobel
with 19 nssists and 13 digs.

After posting a 12-92 record
over the last three acasons,
Wostern finishod this season
with a 26-17 record.

“The improvement of the pro-
gram and qur record has been
great,” Tallian enid, *“This is the
first time we've wen 20 or more
games since 1987, and it's our
first winning season in the '90s.”

Central remains the class of
the area in volleyball, however.

“This is one of the higher
achieving tcams .I've ever
conched,” Lindstrom said. “These
girls work hard, play hard
defenso together and they play
smart.”

test en route to title

“1 love tho way my team comes
out and playa hard in the firat
games. But all senson long we
haven't played as well as we'ro
capable in tho second gnme.”

Marian was in little troublo
through the rest of the tourna-
ment,

In the opencr against Groves,
the Mustanga took a 14-8 lead.
Howover, Falcon scnior Jonnfe
Wind registered five straight
points to make it a 14-11 match,

Graves (21-11-6) survived
three match points before Kristy
Krcher's kill won it for Marian.

Thoe Mustangs dominated the
second gamo as Kntrina Lechman
started it with six consecutive
sorvico points. The closcat
Groves came wos 11-6

“Marian plays with a confi-
dence that a lot of ather teams
don't_have, particularly my.
team,” Groves coacH Julie Bar-
doni said. *Volloyball is such a

mental game, and I think that's

.ono reason why (the Muatange)

do 0 'woll. They have all that
p 1

ny
going for them.

LADY TROJANS. OUSTED: Livonia
Clarenceville, a stota Class C quorteri-
nallst lost yeer, fall (n tho first round of
the district Saturday agolnst host Pontl-
&c Notre Dome Prep, 15-0, 15-13.

“The fest gamo wo did not play well
at all,* Clarencaville cooch Alisha Lave
sald. *We Just couldn't pass if our lifo
dey onlt.”

Sanlor Michetle Borry, a first-team,
all-area pick last eoason and sacond:
taam All-Metio cholca thia yaar, collect:
ed aix kiils and three aces.

SenlorJockle Hibilko, a first-toain Al
Metro saloction, coma up with 24 digs
in the socond game.

Qther standouts for Claroncoville (38
11-4) wers junlor Kristina Skrela, five
Kllla and two aces; senlor Mollssa Berry,
thras solo blocks and two kllls; ond
sanfor Agnleszka Patarz (thirgteam All-
Metto).

Ths 'I‘rnjanl dofeuud South-
ﬂvld in the first round (18-14, ,
15-2) and Southfiold-Lathrupin "

*.the semifinala (16-3, 14-16, 16~ s

7). but fatigue wun’t a taunn
» for.the losa to-Mercy,: n:cordlng
e lo Ford coach James Walls,
““At'some point;‘we. gat emo-
tionnlly down, and-it's hard to

of year, tho team that can ha
- 'dle pressure more movos on.

‘, hack in-the game, We were right
¢ 3:&". nnd it cuuld have gone
+-gither

co to 8-8 and later 10-8,

"The Marlinsscored their noxt-
,throe points on almlor Liz Dil=
- come back,™ he sald of the firat:, . lon's. serve. Senior E
., gamo loss to Mercy. “At this timie / ald made it 13-8 with aldll,, . .
»ix sideouts; aenjor S)my- .

rin Fitzgor-

o O'Mora‘ served up tho final

“That wasn't‘a major factot,’ uvo points for Morcy. Senior

_and we d.id a good job of gatﬂnc

way.” .
*Mercy took lud.l of 6-2 and 8.3

\in tho last game, but Henry Ford -

tayed closs, cutting the differ.-

Krista Kelley killed the ball for:

the 14th point, and Ford's final -

rotumn went out of bounds.

“Krista Kelloy was abuluuly
dominating as n-middle hitter
and blocker,” Moeller.satd. *t
believe I could pick the whole

starting lineup (as standouts), I
thn\glh'. mlg o:lhmfl kid we put
out thero p! wall and pla
with a lot of emotion.” played

After winning tho closo firat

game, finishing off Ford in the .

-second was a.demonstration of
Marcy’s more-confident attitudo,
uecurding to Moaller,

“We felt wo could break them
down emotionally if wo got them
down a bit,” he sald, adding the
Marlins often had n sceond-game
letdown and had to play a third
early in the season.

“Wo want to keep the pressure
on. Now the girls understand, if

[you beat them, put them away.

“In"the firat three tourna-
menta, we saw tough compoti-
tion. We paid a price for it, but
Wa ro| there waen't such a
huge differenco botween us (and
the more successful teams).”
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