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Golden ‘Dreamg1rls comes up a little short on ghtter

“Dreamgiris™ continues at the
Dotroit Opera House, 1526
Broadway, downtowa Dntrnlt.
through Sunday, March 22, Per-
formances 8 p.m. Tucsdny-Satur-
doy, 7:30 p.m. Sunday, matinces
2 p.m. Suturday-Sunday. Ticketa
$24-$49, on snlo at all Ticket-
master outlets, the Fisher The-
atre and the Opera House box
office. To charge by phone, call
(248) 645-6666,

BY KEELY WYGONIK
STAFF WRITER

The March 3 opening night
performance of “Dreamgirls” was
a lot like show biz — lots of ups
and downs,

Overall entertaining, there are
some wrinkles that need ironing
out before this Tony, Grammy
Award-winning musical, based
on Motown's Supremes, returna
to Broadway.

Line fumbles in the first act
can be excused to opening night
Jjitters, but not slow pacing. Innp-
propriote giggles near the end of
Act 2, and quick glances ot
watches, were gigns of an audi-
ence anxious to leave the glrla
for “Dreamland,”

Pacing was also a problem for
the orchestra, which often logged
behind performers on stage by o
measure or two, Not only did the
music drag, but it was some-
times too loud and brossy, not at
all what Matown is supposed to

Company formed to organize a classical music station:

By FRANK PROVENZANO
STAFY WRITER

Every Fridoy, former WQRS-
FM host Dick Wallace would
play Dvorak's “Carnival Over-
ture.” It was a popular weekly
rite of passage to kick off the
weekend for the station's classi-
<al music listeners.

Alter an unceremonious and
controversial change in format in
November, however, that kind of
on-air conviviality has been
silenced.

But former WQRS listencrs
haven't stopped hoping for a
revival,

And now, there are signs that
it might be time to strike up the
band, revive the orchestra and
recal) those virtuosoes in waiting,
Setting the dinl, however, will
have to wait.

With the formation of the
Detroit Classical Radio Corp. in
mid February, the legal and
organizational structure has
been put in place to eventually
operate a full-time claasical
music station.

Board members’ estimates
range from three months to one

be.

That'’s not to say there’s not a
lot to like nbout “Dreamgirls,”
which received a standing ova-
tion opening night.

With music by Henry Kricger,
book and lyrics by Tam Eyen,
“Dreamgirls” opened on Broad-
way in 1981, making history

What: Detroit Classical Radio
Corp.

Purpose: To establish a full-
time classicol music format in
the metro Detroit radio mar-
ket

Projoctlion: Three months to
one year before a new classi-
cal music station debuts.

For Information: Call Dick Wal-
lace, {313) 965-8600 or Maria
Marcantonio, {248) 348-9735.

year before a new clnssica) music
format will debut in mutro
Detroit.

Currently, four stations have
entered into tentative talks with
the Detroit Classical Radie
Corp., 1 non-profit with n three-
member board and one full-time
employee, longtime on-ir talent
Wallace,

“Nine out of ten who call are
people volunteering, from stufl-
ing envelopes to offering legal
services,” said Wallace, who olso
hosts a pops music program on
WYUR-AM (1310) 6:30 p.m.
Sundays.

Buﬂca!ly. the Detroit Classical

with its Motown sounds and sim-
ple aet design relying on cos-
tumes to defline time period.
Four metal towers, moved about
the stage for various scenes, sug-
gest everything from backstage
to recording studio. There is no
other scenery, just colared back-
drops, and a few picces of furni-

Radio Corp.'s idea is to convince
1 current radio station to switch
its current formot to a classical
music format.

In essence, Detroit Classical
Radio Corp. would pay a lensing
fee to the station's owner, and
hondle the day-to-day opera-
tions, from programming to pro-
motions,

The lensg-management agree-
ment isn't an unproven arrange-
ment in the locnl market. Cur-
rently, WYUR leases the 1310
AM frequency from WNIC, which
formerly operated a Motown
Gold format in its place.

“(WYUR) has built n station
from the ground up,” said Wal-
Ince. “Many of their listeners left
WJR when (that station) went
after a younger audience.”

There is no full-time classical
music station based in metro
Detroit. Windsor's CBC-FM
{89.9) is the only classical format
in the market.

Other stations, such as WDET-
FM (101.1), WDTR (90.9) and
WUOM-FM (91.7) broadcast
clossical music programs.

While the classical music for-
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Cazo. Roseca
Posed for stardom: Kimberly Jujuan (left to right), La Tanya Hall, and Tonya Dixon
in a scene from the national tour of “Dreamgirls.”

ture.

Tony Stevena, director and
choreogmphc.r. recreates the
original staging by the late
Michael Bennett of *A Chorus
Line” fame, and rcunites the
team of scenic designer Robin
Wagner. Costumes by Theoni V.
Aldredge are nuthentic 1960/

mat doesn't bring in high rev-
enuc compared to more popular
formats, it typically operates
with lower expenses, said Wal-
lace.

Greater Media, which holds
the license for the 105.1-FM fre-
quency, bought WQRS lnst year
for a reported $30 million. The
format was changed to hard rock
and renamed, “The Edge.”

It wasn’t a casc of WQRS los-
ing money, said Wallace. Rather
the station wasn't making
enough profit to cover the pay-
ments on the debt to purchase
the station,

Qver the years, noted Wallace,
WQRS had one of the highest
TSL ttime spent listening) rat-
ings in the market. WQRS listen-
ers were considered an ndvertis.
er's dream: upperwardly mobile
with plenty of disposable income.
Nat only can the net profit of o
classical format be higher rela-
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Come Celebrate
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Live Entertainment
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1970s. Lighting ia by Tharon
Musser.

B.J. Croshy, Tonya Dixon and
La Tanya Hall are believable as
the “Dreamettes” Effic Melody
White, Lorrell Robinson and
Deena Jones, singers from Chica-
go determined to win a talent
contest at The Apolio Thentre.
They lose but win a contract to
tour ns backup singers with the
soulful James “Jimmy™ Thunder
Early (Kevin-Anthony). Effie’s
brother C.C, White {Gary E. Vin-
cent) writes o hit song for Jomes,
and with guidance from manager
Curtis Taylor Jr. (Brian Evaret

. Chandler} the girls ore on their

way to making “Dreams” come
true.

“You could be a star, but
you've got to trust me,” says Cur-
tis, and the girls do. He makes
the American dream come true
for the Dreamettes, whom he
renames “The Dreams,” and
Jimmy, too, taking R&B to the
pop charts, breaking raciat barri-
ers in the process.

Heartbreak and pain are part
of the price they pay. but in
between, there’s a lot of great
music and dancing. Fame
changes all of the characters
requiring them to be good enter-
taincrs, and good actors. Every-
one in the cast meets this chal-
lenge, but there arc some stand-
outs,

tive to other stations, said Wal-
lace, but the Detroit Classical
Radio Corp. has assembled an
experienced sales, administra-
tive and on-air staff ready to
step in and pick up where the
WQRS left off.

Accarding to Wallace, revenue
generated by the Detroit Clossi-
cal Radio Corp. would cover
operating expenses with any
remnining net profita possibly
shared among locnl art groups,

The pressing issue, however,
scems to be whether a radio sta-
tion could make more money
leasing or operating the station
themselves.

Detroit Classical Radio Corp.
and its supporters are optimistic,
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La Tanya Hall cvolves fmm .
the schoo! teacher her mothes!,
wants her to be, to glamarous:
superstar. It's hard not to think.
of Diana Rosa and the Supremes. .
when Hall sings “Hard to Say-,
Goodbye, My Love.” The similer-.
itics between that scene, nn(L
Ross’ “Never Can Say Gnodbyc.
are striking.

Crosby, steals the show more
than once as Effie. Even though.
she’s upstaged by the nthera.
pushed from lead to back-| -up,
singer, and eventually fired, she's
truly the star of this shew. Effic
is funny, she wins our sympathy,
and her strong voice, cornmnrwl&
attention, especinlly “And 1 Alr
Telling You I'm Not Going.”

Jimmy’s got to have soul, and
there isn't any in the 1970s. Cur-
tis cuts him loose. You can’t
“Fake Your Way to the Top,” and
Kevin-Anthony shows he's g
great performer and actor as He,
changes from superstar to has:
been.

Michael Goddard, who is sta
ing with his sister and her famjs,
1y in Birmingham during the run
of the show, appears as Frapky
the press agent. Although it's noi
a major part, Frank plays o piv-
otal role in getting “The Dreania®
press they need. Goddard. s’
believable as Frank, and plﬂ)ﬂ o
solid suppomng role.

“We're looking at a long-teri*
limited management agreement
aof at least five years,” said Wal-
lace. “That's necessary to pmlI'ch
the format.” 1

One of the hlghcsl rated dm-m- R
cal music stations in the count
KING in Seattle, has successfuly .
1y set up a non-profit corporation,
to protect its format, said Wal..
lace.

Any profits from KING nro
divided nmong the Seattle Sy
phony, the regional opera comp:
ny and area art groups.

“This hos become a pmwmnnle
cause,” said Wallace. “We ail
knew WQRS listeners were,
loyal, but we didn’t realize how
loyal.”
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FEATURING HUNDREDS OF EXHIBITS...PLUS

“America’s

EVERYTHING FOR YOUR HOME AND GARDEN : R
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Children 6-12 - $4.00: Children under 6 admitted FREE;

Family ticketa for two adults and accompanying children avatlable a1 Farmer Jack - $9.00
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