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Performanées lightéﬁ burden of Tron Mask”

“All for onc
and one for alll*
It used to be the
battle ery of The
Three Muske-
teers, Alexander
Dumas’ chival-
rous.crentions
keoping France
whole during
the tumultuoua
17th contury. It
could also ba the
marketing cam-
paign for “The
Man in the Iron Mask.”

Romance! Intriguo! Comedy! ,
Action! If the new movie doesn't
have all of its popular elements
spinning in orbit, it does have
aomething elso going for it:
superb performances.

Gabricl Byrne as D’Artagnan.
John Malkovich, Jeremy Irons,
and Gerard Depardiou aa the
oging Musketeers. You'd have to
be a complete dunderhead to
botch a movie with this much

CEOAGR/UNITED ARTUTE
Splrited adventule.Athas (John Malkouzch rich) teach-
es Philippe (Leonardo DzCapna) how to be king in “The

Man in the Iron Mask.”

taleat. Yet writer/director Ran-
dall Wallace almost does. The
carly scenes especially lack

spark, as forced dinlogue scrves
to introduce the devout Aramia
(Irons) and the earthy Porthoa

(Dopardien).as thoy touch upon
their key charactor concerns of
forgiveness and farting.

Leonardo DiCaprio plays the
dual role of twin kings. Hia Louis
ia a horrible womanizer who leta
hia peaple starve in the “let them
cat cake” tradition of French
nobility. When he eyea a beauti-
ful woman in the crowds, he
immediately acnds her fiancé to
the front lines and certain death.

‘This is Louls' big mistake. The
dead boy.is the son of Athos
{Malkovich), the most hot-head-
ed of the Musketeers, who now
becomes a aworn enemy of the
King and anyone else who
stands in his way,

When the Musketcors discover
that the King's twin brother
Phillippe is alive and locked in a
tower, his faco concealed by an
iren mask, they hatch a plot to
switeh them. Of course, they'll
need the help of old buddy
D’Artagnan, who stubbornly
heads the King's security force.

The coaflict is a good one
because you know deep down
D'Artagnan hates Louis a8 much

SCREEN SCENE

a8 we do. But ho also made a
pledge to protect, suying more
than once, “I keep hoping that
Louis will grow into the king we
all wish him to bo.”

Wallace, who also wrote
“Bravcheart,” strugglos with o
sometimes unwicldy script. The
revelations aren't all that revela-
tory. Even Porthos crics out at
one point for more action and
less plotting.

But, as with his eorlier work,
Wailace has a nice way of infus.
ing fact and fiction. He nlmost
puta over Dumas’ fanciful theory
that The Man in the Iron Mask
(a roal-life Fronch prisoner
incarcerated from 1669-1703)
was the brother of Louis XIV, the
last of the great French kings.

f you had asked me before
which of the Musketeer actora
would impress me least, I would
have said Gabriel Byrne. Yet he's
the actor with the most presence
in “The Man in the Iron Mask;”
you can barely take your eyes off’
of him when he's on screen.

‘There's also some clever acting
in the role of Athes’ son Rooul,

o

Young actor Peter Sarsganrd has )
picked up on many of's
Malkovich's manncrisma, from
his world-weary eycs to his
slightly nasal voico which bub.
blcs with intensity even in whm-

SR

And Leonardo? Despite aom,l‘s
viewers' belief that the 22.year™
old actor is too cute to be truly
evil, he certainly engages in _
some nasty behavior, He also
daeces an ndmirable job in the
“Patty Duke” department wheré.!
he must talk to himself during’
key scenes.

While the *Titanic” heartthreb *
will deliver the female fans, the
maovie has enough male bonding *
and awashbuckling action, or ot
least the promise of it, to make *
“The Man in the Iron Mask” a
good old-fashioned date movic.

John Monaghan welcomes :
your calls and comments. You '
can listen to him on Dave Dixon's
Radio Show AM 1270, 8 p.m. to '
midnight Saturdays. To leave
John a voice mail message, dial
(734) 953-2047 on a touch-tone »
phone, mailbox 1866. 1

A sampling of what's playing
at alternative movic theaters
acrosa metro Detroit as reviewed
by John Monaghan.

The Birmingham Theatre,
211 S, Woodward (south of
Maple, downtown Birmingham.
Call (248) 644-FILM for informa-
tion.

8econd Annual Best of tho
Academy Film Festival, Fri-
day, March 13 through Monday,
March 23, Ten day festival lead-
ing up to the Academy Awards
honora the best films of the ycar
as nominated by the Academy of
Mation Picture Arta and Sci-
ences, “The Full Monty,” “LA
Confid

ial,” *Titanic,” “As
As It Gets,” and “Good Will
Hunting,”

The festival wili also honor
several Academy Award nomi-
nated documentaries including
“The Long Way Home,” and “Ayn
Rand: A Sense of Life”

Detroit Film Theatre Detroit
Institute of Arts, 5200 Woodward
Ave,, Detroit. Call (313) 833-2323
for information. ($5.50; $4.60
studenta/seniors)

“Fireworks” (Japan-1987).
Friday-Sundany, March 13-15
(call for showtimen). The Grand
Prize winnor at last year's
Venice Film Festival focuses ona
former police detective who
cembarks on a doring criminal
plan. Written, dirccted, and star-
ring Takeshi Kitano.

“For Ever Mozart” (France-
1996). 7:30 p.m. Monday, March
168, French lagend Jean-Luc
Godard fashions a trio of shaggy
dog tales thnt ovalve into
strea f- poem
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about art, palitics, war, and the
nature of cinema itself.

Magic Bag 22918 Woodward,
Ferndale. Call (248) 644-3030 for
information. ($2)

“Year of tho Horso" (USA-
1897). 9:30 p.m. Thursday, March
12. Critie Roger Ebett called this
the worst film of last year, and
he may be right. When director
Jim Jarmusch turns his lens on
Neil Young's recent tour with
Crazy Horse, it's like watching
from the cheap scats with o pair
of out-of-focus binoculara.
~*The Commitmonts”
(Britain/Ireland-19881), 10 p.m.
Wednesday, March 18. In cele-
bration of the day after St.
Patrick’s Doy, a concert with The
Young Dubliners followed by this
spirited story of some rag-tag

:
i

Oscar nominee: An acid-tongue romance novelist (Jack
Nicholson) and a cafe server juggling the responsibili-

ALPII NELSONTRISTAR PICTURRS ©

ties of single parenthood (Helen Hunt) form an unlike-
ly bond in TriStar Pictures “As Good as it Gets,”

musicians who try to bring soul
to Dublin, Directed by Alan
Parker, based on the novel by
Roddy Doyle.

Main Art Theatre 118 N,
Main Street (at 11 Mile Rond),
Royat Oak. Films play through
at lenst Thuraday, unless noted
otherwise, Call (248) 542-0180
for information. ($6.60; $4 stu-
dents, seniors and matinee; $3
twilight)

. “Livo Flesh” {(Spain-1997).
The lateat from Pedro Almodovar
{*Wamen in the Verge of a Ner-
vous Breakdown”) is a well-
drawn but surprisingly ordinary
tale of murder, obsession, and
unrequited love,

“The Apostle” (USA-1998).
Robert Dutall served as writer,
director, and star in this story of
a preacher who finds his persen-
al road to salvation, helped in
part by his wife (Farrah
Fawcett).

~Afterglow” (USA-1997). Julic
Christie copped o Best Actress
Oscar nomination for this tale of
two couples whase troubled mar-
riages become intertwined. Nick
Nolte co-atars. Directed by Alan
Rudolph {“Choose Me,” “The
Moderns.™)

Star Southfield 12 Mile Rond
{west of Telegraph), Southfield.
Call (248) 372-2222, ($6.50;
$4.50 before 6 p.m.)

COMING ATTRACTIONS

“Goadwill Hunting” (USA-
1997), Matt Dumon and Ben
Affleck co-wrote and now star in
this story of o youny math prodi-
£y who befriends his therapist
(Robin Willinms), Gus Van Sant
(“To Die Fdr™) directs,

“The Apostle” (USA-1997).
See Main Art Theatre listing
above.

Windsor Film Theatre 2135
Wyandotte Street West, Windsor,
Canada. Call (519) 254-FILM for
specific film information. ($5.25
Canadian; $4 US)) .

“Wings of the Dove”,
{Britain-1997). 7 p.m. throus.h
Sunday, March 16. First it was:
Jane Austen, Now the novels of
Henry Jnmes seem ripe for the
retelling. Here o couple attempk:
to manipulate love for purcly
selfish reasons, L

“Jackic Brown” (USA -1997).
9:15 p.m. Thursday-Sunday.
March 12-16. Quentin Taranti-
no's latest, based on the Eimore
Leonard nove) “Rum Punch,” has
impressed as many viewers as
irritated for its relentlesaly slow
pacing and intentional lack of
action. The cast is uml‘nrmly
great, but Oscor was wise
enough to single out Robert:
Forster in his low-key perfor-,
mance o8 a bail bondemen wlm
knows the ropes.

Scheduled to open Friday, March 13
“THR MAN (N THE IRON MASK"

Based on Alexnndre Dumas’ ciassic
novel, tha story tefls of the Four Muske-
toors who try to bring down young King
Louls XIV and replace him with his twin
brother. Stars Leonardo D(Caprio, Jare-
my irons, Jobn Malkovich.

Scheduled to open Friday, March 20
“WiLD ~ .

A tate of revengs, lust snd murder
proyed out in'the murky swamps of the
Florida Evergladea and the tony yacht-
ing enclave of the Blue Bay, Passion
Ignites passion, mystery uncovers mys-
tery, as the lives of four cunning charac-
tors tw(st and turn amid n bizarre
Iabysinth of truth and llluslon, Stars.

- Kevin Becon, Matt illon, Bill Murray.

3

“PRIMAXY COLORS
Basad on Joe Klsin's m»ullar about
how 0 Presidential hopatul, with the

* halp of enthuslastic young Democrats,

lands himsalf In the While Housa. Stars
Sohn Travoita, Emma Thompson, Kathy
Betes, Bilty 8ob Thornton,

*NO MORT M. KICH QUY*

Action comedy about a YV reporier
chosed down after being discovered
videotaping o crimo ford's ilil¢it acilvl-
ties, Stars Jacklia Chan,

Scheduled to open Fridsy, March 27
*MY GIANT*

Comedy aboul a third tote tatent agent
who discovgrs a sovon 1001 sevenineh
Riant that he thinks could be his tickel
ta the top. Togethor they sot off on a
105d that laads them to the most unex.
pected of happy endings. Stars Billy
Crystal, Kathioen Quinlan,

“THE NEWION ROYS™

The trus life thronicle, sat In the 1920s,
of the four Nowton Brathers wio
n1guably were the most prolific bank
10bbers In Americon history. Their “mag:
num opus” - the $3 million hoist of &
mail train, which was ofso thals down-
foll. Stors Matthew Mcrmnughoy. Ethan
Hewke,

“RI0E"

A regs toriches comedy Lhat chionicles
the advanturas of o group of Innet city
kids struggling to change their fato and
find sterdom, Staes Malik Yoba, Jutie

Brown and Snoap Dog,
"WIDE AWAKE"

Story of a boy on a mission filled with
comedy, adventure, mystary and L.
tompnce. asking the questions only & =
¢hild would bo brove cnough 1o ask, and;
helping everyone he encounters what
It’s like 10 really expetience hte. Stars
Denls Leary, Rosio 0'Donnetl,

Scheduled to open Friday, Aprit 10
“THK BX2 ONK"

Michael Moore has retutned to Ameri-
€0's heattland to téy to figuwo out why -
out corporations post eves highee prof:
Its, yet continuo 10 downsize. Stars
Michacl Moore, who afso directed, Gor-
rison Kelllor, Studs Yerkel.

*CITY OF ANGELS"™
A sestless angel must choose between |
Eternal life and passionate fove, Stors. H

Nicholas Cage, Meg Ryan, Dennis Fvanx.-
=3 NINJAS: HIGH NOON AY MEQA
MOUNTAIN®

An action comedy obaut the unstop-  *
pable ninj brothers. They'ra on vaco ~
Uon 1o Mega Mountaln,



