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-: Qakland’s tax lien snlo for

; properties throughout the coun-

.ty with delinquent tax pay-
ments will begin Tuesdoy, May
5. Thoe salo is open to the gener-

- al public. It will include proper-
ty with tax bills remaining from

1985,
J} In July and December of each
ryear, Michigan eities and town-

ghips scnd out tox bills to all

““puid in full by the following
March, the property is offere
»at the tax licn salo, .

Without tho sale, the proper-

ty owner’s debt would continuo

)*ta grow, said Jim Van Leuver,

property owners. If the bill isn't.

County schedules tax lien sale

Chief, Tax Administration,.

Qakland County Treasuror's
Office. .

*“We have the tax licn sale to
put the propecty back on the
tax rolla, Van Leuver said,
“(The property owners’) debt
keeps gotting bigger and bigger
and that’s money that could bo
going to the schools or atate or
local governments. Theroe has to
bo some kind of dendline.”

After the saole, the property
ownor continues to pay tho
property tax, which is directly
reimburaed to the individun!
who- purchased the lien. The
lien buyer receives an annual
interest rate of 16 percent.

Theo lien is extinguished six

yoars aftor tho salo and the
property is either turned over
to tho lien buyer or the state,
Van Leuver said. .

“The salo is a misconception
because very little property
ever changes honds,” Van Leu-
ver soid. “An individual pur-
chnses a lien hecause they want
to varn the interest. A vast
majority of the liens ‘are
redeemed within the first year.”

The list of properties included
in tho tox licn aale will be pub-
lished in the Rocheater Clarion-
Eccentric on Thursday March
12 and Thursday, March 18.
Copics arc also available in 2ll
Observer and Eccentric offices
for 76 centa.
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Bus service,
MADD team
up for St. Pat’s

Statistics show thnt almost
half of the traflic fatalitics on St.
Patrick’s Doy ara alcohol related,
making it the number onc day
for traflic deaths.

With that in _mind, Mothers
Against Drunk Driving and The
Suburban Mability Authority for
Rogionnt Transportation are
teaming up again to reduce

drunken driving on St. Patrick’s-

Day. .

SMART will be offering.free
bus rides to anyone in the tri-
county service arca ofter 6 pm.
on St. Patrick’s Day.
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' W Nearly 30 percent of the
«ficnts are 17 years of age or
‘ynder, while 14 percent are 65 or
over, .

™ About 83 percent of client
‘houschalds receiving food from
‘emergency food programs have
‘an annual houschold income of
$10,000, :

: B In 9 porcent of the house-
holds with children, clients
‘réport that children have missed
'meals in the past month because
‘they did not have enough food or
'moncy to buy food; nearly 30
‘percent of ndults hove missed
‘meals.

+~ W Half of the ¢lients have
received food for three months or
Aess; 28 percent have recoived
food for more than three months,
:but less than a year, and 23 per-
xent have received food for more
than one year.

Agencies report that the
Jéngth of time clients have used
. their programs hns increased in

the past year from 19 to 20
weeks, a change of 7.5 percent.

® Although 70 percent of ngen-
ciea believe that they are stable,
4 percent report thl_l!. lack of

plicated visits to Sceond Harvest
network charitablo food pro-
groma throughout 1997, The sur-
vey oleo stated that more than
38 percent of households receiv-
ing nssi have at lenat one

funding p ap

Based.on the size of orders
placed by various pantries, soup
kitchens and other food distribu-
tion programs, the hunger rate
in Onkland County is slightly
rising, Kozlowski said.

*For example, in Jonuary 1997,
200,000 pounds of food was
ghipped to service agencies. In
January of this year, the FBOC
doi:(;.ribulod 263,000 pounds of

“The homeless rate was down
but the hunger rate was still
increasing,” Kozlowski said, “We
wanted to see where the occur-
rences were happening.”

Also included in the atudy
wore national statistics, The
study revealed that nearly 26
million Americans made undu-

adult who is working.

“I guess you could say I'm not
really surprised by the survey,”
said John Jackson, o Southficld
resident, who volunteers at sev-
eral food pantrics. “I know that
just beeause you hold a job, it
doesn't mean you're able to sup-
port o family and children.”

Another volunteer, Gina Cum-
mings hopes the survey will urge
businesscs and community mem-
bers ta donate food and money to
the FBOC.

“I sec the people who come to
the food pantries and its very
heartening,” Cummings, a Ponti-
ac resident, said. “I think that

many of us who are fortunate’
cnough to have a home and food
take it all for granted. If we in
any way possible can help the
less fortunate, 1 think we
should.”

Organized in 1984, the FBOC
distributes food snd houschold
products to 185 service agencies
around the county, serving 3 mil-
lien meals a year, which is
approxi
per month,

In 1985, ita first full yeor of
operation, the food bank dis-
tributed 500,000 pounds of food
to 28 emergency pantrics, shel-
ters and soup kitchens,

Today, the FBOC operates a
20,000 square foot warchouse in

‘Pontiac. Lost year, the network

supplied foor for 8 million per-
sons.

ly 75,00 residents |

NEWS & NOTES
- FROM SMART
Play It Safe And SMART

This St. Patrick’s Day.

Statistics show nearly. half of the
traffic fatalities that occur on St.
Patrick’s Day are alcohol related.
To help reduce this alarming trend,

- SMART and Mothers Against Drunk
Driving (MADD) are joining forces. W
After 6:00 p.m. on St. Patrick’s Day, ' @
SMART will *be offering free bus rides to
anyonc in our tri-county service arca, If
you're going to drink, please use this
free service. Because it’s up to all
of us to help make this St. Patrick’s Day a safe one.

Need A Job? Need Workers?
Call SMART Jobline. -

Call the SMART Jobline anytime at (248) 362-1544 to
hear about all sorts of great job openings along SMART
routes. Or, if you're an employer who necds more people,
call (313) 223-2191 to post job openings. Either way,
SMART Jobline is a free service. It's part of the SMART
Plus Plan, which also includes: ’

* Buses To Business - Employers, get a tax deduction when
you pay your employees’ SMART Bus fare.

' ualit Life Our Qerlatric _ program LADESHARPENING e
| w—L— ﬁum,;::gs r;g:: h%ulfr b:s';[? . TH TUNE-UP Y - * Get A Job, Get A Ride - Newly-hired employees can ride
.- [ ’ - - > - SMART free fi .
' a e recreaionst | o] AVOID THE 2:3 WEEK , ree for s monh
theraplst  and  activity WAIT IN APRIL & MAY!

« Faclary Trainod Mochanics

» Large Showroom display for those
wanling to trada for new oquipmont

* Plck-up & Delivery

+ John Doare

coordinators as well as
volunteers. .
» Cheerful semi-private rooms
» Meals prepared by chef
{kosher meals avallable)
« Barber/beauty shop
+ Resplte and extended stays
* 24 hour physiclan coverage

ez,

* Dixon

* Toro

« Homelite/Jacobsen
= Briggs & Stratton
»Tocumseh

* Kohter

« And Morall!

Dear SMART,

il I'm a physically challenged person
= &5 whao rides your 615 in the afternoon. One
day last week, 1 got off work late and !

couldn’t get to the bus nn'n‘me bzc:;us;
my legs arc always in pain. I saw the 1us
pass my stop and [ was very upscl.l Bu
when 1 finally got fo the bus stop. .
{ooked up and saw the bus ‘{nve"r stani
ing there waving at me, Saying .Cogl;’
on, P'll wait.” This made me smile. b)
legs couldn’ carry me fast t'nr.mgh. I‘AII
she waited. Thank you for hiring £00 "
people like this. It made me feel so good.

B v
| % To schedule a tour, or for more information,
call Sherry Samson at (810) 350-8070,
]I'éng 26900 Franklin Rd. « Southfield
(810) 350-8070

s .

(¢ ACCOUNT.
'ON BOARD

Thank you againt, David Bolgars

SMART And Your Community.
Working Together.

At SMART, we know that each community has unique
transportation needs. That's why SMART has joined
forces with area ities to form the Ci ity
Based Service Plan, giving people a say in how SMART
operates in their community. Currently in Wayne County,
we're working with Allen Park, Dearbom, Dearborn Heights,
Ecorse, Lincoln Pack, Livonia, Mclvindale, Redford, River
Rouge, Romulus, Taylor and Wyandotte. As a result, we've
been able to provide more reliable and efficient transportation
than ever before, particularly for senior citizens and disabled
riders. And it's going to get even better.

| Climb on board for auto insurance discounts!

professionals, accounting groups, ongineering groups,
and others. And in addition to gelting special savings,
you get someone you can count on day and night withour
24-hour claim seivice. It's easy to get a quote too—

in person, by phone or on our web site.

You can now get to Livonia Mall from Grand River, with
our new route on 7 Mile, In Macomb County, we've
expanded service to Lakeside via our Van Dyke route.

O SMAR,

RIDE.

With auto insurance through AAA Michigan, you get
a discount if you belong to a qualified professional
association or credit union. For instance, you save if
you're a member of an association for teachers or school
administrators, nurses, doctors or ‘other healthcare

Suburban Mobility Authority for Reglonal Transportation

More Routes. Record Ridership.
And So Many Reasons fo Ride!

SMART5 on a Roll.
(313) 962-5515

Sy, U

So climb on board and save.
~ Contact your local AAA Michigan office
for a free quote today.

v Michigan
Or call 1.800-AAA-MICH ¢ www.aaamich.com
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