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e— They filed into the audito-
PC rium of the Onkland Coun-
ty Bonrd of C issj
in Pontinc this past Thurs.
day night. Thore woren't
many, just a couple dozen,
But the fact thot tho hand-
ful of concerned citizons
met at all shows that the
crisis is beginning to reach
the consciousness of the
public.

The media has dubbed
the crisis as “Thoe Millenni-
um Bug,” though it really
isn't o bug at all ... at least in the tradition.
al scnse of the phrase as wo use it to
describe a computer problem. It's more of &
glitch, an inadequacy in computer codo
written decades ngo,

As a result, all over the world, a virtual
army of red-eyed computer programmers
are frantically racing the clock to change
hillions and biltions of lines of precise com-
puter code 80 computer systems will recog-
nize years that begin with the number *2."

The Thuraday night meeting was the
organizational gathering for a Citizen’s
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Preparedness Council, aimed at t
people what they can do to minimize the
effects of what is called the Y2K Crisis,

Robert Mangus, a programmer himself
with some 30 years expericnce, is the driv-
ing force behind the group.

“The problems are going to be immense,”
said Mangus, who lives in Clarkston. *The
first thing people need to do is learn all
thoy can. The medin isn't doing its job.
We're going to have to organize citizen
groups.”

Mangus plans to teach people how to pro-
tect their investments if finance and bank-
ing concerna experience a failure of their
computerized systems. He worrics there
will be a total meltdown of the economy,
that transportation will grind to a shut-
down, power plonts fail,

“We have to prepare for the worst nnd
hope for the best,” is how ho puta it.

. Don't think Mangus is the only Y2K
alarmist. There are a lot of doomaday pre-
dictions being made.

I know a pr for a large aut
bile-related company in Troy who is actual-
1y starting to stockpile food, convort his
savings into silver currency and is teaching
his wife and kids how to shoot guns for pro-
tection.

I interviewed an economist who sold his
Dallas, Texas home and moved to o small
agricultural town in northwest Arkanszs
that, he is convinced, will be minimally

Will it really be that bad? I sure hope
net,

But as the calendar draws closer to the
year 2000, it's hard to find anyono who
doesn't sec at least major headaches, Gov-

industry, fi ial insti-
tutions and retail businesses large and
small are expected to be impacted by the
crigis,

I get asked all the time how bad I think
this Y2K problem will be come the dawn of
the next century, My anawer is to always
point to the Internet. That's where the best
sources of information can bo found.

Herce are the sites I recommend:

- Tho Y2k Infarmation Center (httpy/
www.ycar2000.com/) is the most compre-
hensive and up-to-dato site on tho net.
Maintaincd by Y2K guru Peter de Jager,
this site tends to be technically-oriented,
But its archive of news clippings is the best
source I've found for complete coverage of
what's being done and, unfortunately, not
being déne,

" - 2K Times (https/www.2k-times.com/

tm) is an online newapaper with arti-
clea, links, and papers written about the
millennium erisia, Publisher Gary Eubanks
passion is exposing unpreparcedness and he
sounds a serious alarm,

- The SEC nr‘|‘d Year-2000 (http/fwww,

affeeted by the coming chaos.

And, just a month ago, I was surprised to
interview a top information systems man-
ager for Ford Motor Company who told ma
that he won't fly on an airplane come Jan-
unry 1, 2000 because of widespread prob-
lems predicted for the nir traffic contro)
system.

"nia-bes.com/CASFRAME.

sec.g htm) is a site
offering up the government's take on the
problem and the status of corporationa and
the securitics industry in correcting the
problems.

- The Cassandra Project (http/millen-
.HTM) is a site
atreasing preparedness, offering tips on
how to boil water, heat a house with a fire-

20001: Latest info on the 2000 conversion is at www.year2000.com.

place, treat illnesses with buckyard plants
... survival stuff like that. The site gets its
name from the mythical Cossandra, whose
curse was “ to always speak the truth and
never be believed.” .

- Year 2000: A Date Odysscy (http://
WWW, disk /ad.html) bills
itself as a middle-of-the-road site from The
Standish Group, a marketing firm. “The
Standish Group belicves the Year 2000
challenge is incscapable and omnipresent,
affecting every business in cvery sector, as
well as any busil licati gardl
of age or platform,” it notes in nssesaing
various problems in detail. It concludes in
serious understatement: “December 31,
1999 ia not negotinble,”

o The Y2K Fun Page (hnp://wv.'\‘rw.
Tl 1ot y foly

} is just that. Who says cverything has to
be serious? You can get a cool screensaver,
free, that counts down the days, hours and
seconds to 2000.

- The Year 2000: Will your PC Crash?
(http//membera.aol.com/solvice/y2k.ht
m) Personal computers are susceptible to
the problems, too, as is a lot of software.
‘This site tells us how to test our own sys-
tems and get them ready for the year 2000,

Mike Wendland covers the Internct for
NBC-TV Newschannel stations across the
country and can be seen locally on WDIV-
TV4, Detroit. His *PC Talk" radio show airs
Saturday ond Sunday ofternoons from 4-6
p.m. on TalkRadio 1270, WXYT and he is
the owner of Awesome Pagex, a Web devel-
opment company (248-852-1930) You can
reach through his PC Mike Web site at
http:! lwww.pemike.com.
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Converaely, o couple usually
payu less combined tox after roar-
riage when on spousc carns the
bulk of the income. Such a couple
could save on current taxcs if they
could get married during the cur-
rent year. .

Other deductions

neous

cost of resale products and
salaries to employees. . .

al estate losses, You mdy
deduct up to $25,000 for losses gn
rental property ns long as yafi
adjusted gross income does not
exceed $100,000 and $150,000 of
adjusted gross income, the loss

deduction is gradually phased oul.

Business expenses. Miscella-  Also, most ‘real estate taxes and

i ized deducti are interest arp
ordinarily deductible only to-the ded on a second i
extent that they exceed 2 percent  residence. H

of your adjusted gross income.

However, if you report self-

i income on dub

C, many of the Bame cxpenses,
which are then treated as busi-
ness expenAcs, become fully
deductible,

Examples of these expensncs
include nccnuining fees, interest

Rental expense. The tax law
on renting a vacation home etatgs
that if the home is not used per
sonally for greater of 14 days per.
year or 10 pereent of the number
of days it is rented out and it ik
also rented, then it can be desig-
nated as a business. In such a sit-
uation, you will be entitled to s

ber of busi b

2, pr 1 licenacs,

auto rent,

Top 10 from page B4 .

deducti .

ten her noticed. .

She ia convinced that the gecret
of the rapid growth of her agency
is pmesionate commitment to
understanding her clients’ unique
needs and pursuit of o positive
outcome in all aspects of their
advertising,

¢ Mary E. Kline-Cucter, Gor-
don and Compuny, P.C., is preg-
dent and managing partner of the
Troy-based CPA and business
consulting firm. She is one of few
women in the country to lead a
mid-sized CPA firm.

Kline-Cueter’s clienty represent
a variety of businesses — construc-
tion, service, wholesale, distribu-
tion und retail. She also spends a
good deal of time helping women
owned businesses expand opera-
tions and improve profitability.
As a reault of those nctivitics she
serves as President of the
Women's Network Group, Execu-
tive Director of SWAN (Services
for Women Alone Network) and is
o member of Zonta and Legatus.

Her profeasional octivities
include service on the American
Institute of CPA's Quality Review
Executive Committee and the
Board of Directors of the Michi-
gan Associntion of CPA's,

Other nominees are: .

* Faye Aw ada founder of Unit-
ed International Services in Dear.

.

* Edith C.. Burrette founder of
Performance Enterprises, Inc, of
Warren, Michigan,

* Antoinette Benjamin, propri-
ctar and president of Food for All
Scasons Catering and Specinl

Events Company located in Ann
Arbol B

r. :
¢ Kathleen Gillespie, founder
and president of GSA Training,
Inc., o Detroit based company, *;
* Desma Reid-Coleman, presi,
dent and CEO of QPS Quality
Professional Services in Detroit. ¢
* Mary Ann Uznis, president of
Uznis Physical Therapy and
Rehabilitation Center, located oft
Detroit's cast side. o
® Cheryle Kndelsik, founder of
Aristu Cleaning, of St. Johns,
Recipients of the NAWBO
Annual Top 10 Women Businesk
Owners Awards are women busi-
ness owners who have been in
business for a minimum of threp
years, have both an ownership
intercat and an active involva-
ment in their companics, are sup-
porters and advocates for womeh
in business and demonstrate out-
standing characteristics in two of
four arcas: community servied,
revenue/dusiness growth, innova-
tion and public advocacy. H
The award program is spox-
sored by Comerica Bank, Ford
Motor Company, Michigan Jobw
Commission, and NBD. :
Ticket prices are $25 for ment-
bers, $30 for non-members, and
$100 for patron tickets tha
inctude a business card size
advertisement in the program, !
Reserved sponsored tables gf
cight are $300 and will receive
wpeciul recognition. .
For more information please
cnil the NAWBO office at (3131
961-4748 or fax them at (313
961-5434.
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cy created by the pending retire-

Jjoined Ross Roy in 1997 after

Hills has joined Plante & Moran
C

ment of long-time director, working for EDS in Farmington as a real estate consul-
William C. Offer. He has been Hills, tant. He had previously been on
practicing dentistry in Oxford the firm's audit staff.
since 1981, James Larkin of Troy has been

named chairman of the depart- Dierdre Wollf of West Bloom-

Paul Lademan of Sterling
Heights has been promoted to
vice president and call center

at Ross Roy C i
cations in Bloomficld Hills, He
will supervise daily ions for

Reaid.

ment of emergency medicine at
Mt. Ciemens General Hospital.
Dr. Larkin, on staff at the hospi-
tal for 15 years, previously served
as director of the haspital’s Emer-

field has opened Oakland Coun-
ty's first Cruise One office in
‘West Bloomfield, It is a cruise-
only travel organization that
helps vacationers get cheaper
fares and preferred cabin selec-

marketing support services. He

gency 'y Program.
Willinm Lichwalla of Rochester

tions

look of the inner workings of a
computer, an introduction of
Windows, creating a spread-
sheet in Excel, and will soon be
teaching how to work in a word
processing program. This sum-
mer she hopes to teach them
about the Internet, but only “if
we can get the phone lines and
same better equipment,” she suid,

She credita her experience at
IBM and Lawrence Tech for give
ing her the skills to teach the stu-
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“We rogret to announce (ho closing of
the Pierro Bittar Gallery alter three years in
Birmingham. We have lovod boing a part
of this line city and we hopao that you will
continue to visit our gallary at the Harbor
Springs location or our woeb sita.

At this timo, wo have markod down our
limited edition lithographs of the Detroit
melro arcn at 50% off. We hope you come
and visit us before our move on April 18.
Thank you lor your patronage and we
hope to seo you in Northern Michigan.”

1V CREMATION
Traditional SERVICES, INC.
Funeral Service 1-800-392-0995

$790.00

Pre-Planning Available
No Society or Membership Fees

e

dents, Her devotion to do the
teaching comes from a faith that
she “is here for a purpose,” and
that everyone deserves nnd needs
to know about computers,

“As computers proliferate
through everyday life, there will
be a gap between the *haves' and
‘have nots,” Those ‘have nots' are
going to really be at a disndvan.
tage,” she said. "My hope is to get
them into knowing what a com-
puter is, how it operates, how to
turn it on and not be afraid of

one.

“Being a minority myself, I've
scen the division. I was fortunate.
IBM gave me the opportunity to
do and learn a lot about comput-
ers,” she aaid,

Does she have a wish for her
fledgling enterprise? Yes.

“To get computers able to run
Windows 95, maybe some 4868,
with enough hard drive space for
the computer applications that
prople need to know to get jobs.”
she said,
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