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» Films ﬁ;m'p;zge él

ltntod in 1953 by ﬂmmakarl
artist George M

noted  Hollywood director

1li. Honey-
with the fea-

man began wo;
tival'in the, ll#;fwhtn it was..

stil] associated with thé Univer.
ity of Michigan. She has been
t‘!a% ';lkmr of the festival sinco

Kuncymnn Sperates a halr cut-
ting business in Ann Arbor.

“I run tho film festival and the
stiop. simultanecusly during the
:lhny nnd screen films at mgh!,

8 B2l

Smening

Every year more thun 300
filmh are acreened by a commit-
tee to select a group of about 100

" films that will be shown at the

Michigan Thontre over the
course of the festival. The solect-
ed.filma are shown to the public
and a threa-person awards jury.
This year the jury will award a
total of $12,000 in cash prizes in
18 cutegorlu. U M graduatu nnd

Kasdan and populer
mnvorlck documentary maker

Michael Moore ‘have. funded-”

awards in their. names. The
$2,000 Beat of Festival award s

funded by the Mosaic Founda-

tion.

Though most of the films are.

experimental, the festival sets no
rostrictiona on ‘content and has
shown narrative and documen-
tary filma. Honeyman, who stud-
fed film at U-M, said there are

nodiscerniblo trends,
“Every yoar we have.a now
bt\tch of ﬁlms - new ideas,
d " she

*I waa working on another film
when I came upon an image of
Hitler eating and it unnerved
me, disturbed me. I hnd only
thouahe of him as » munntor,

only seen him doing evil,” Rosan-

‘blatt said.

Rosenblatt nuught oit aimilar
pictures and film footage of other
notorious figures (Stalin, Mus-
solini, Franco'and Mao.

*I tried ¢o uncover the parsonal
detaila about the others, show
them as peoplo and confront tha
audience with the nature of avil,”
he said.

Thxs wxll ho the eighth film
t has ehown at tho

mages,
unld *Last year there were o lot

.of films dealing with solf-mutila-

tion, but that's not a trond. But
the work s wonderful.”

Lately many films have uacd
archival footage.

San Francisco filmmaker Jay
Rosenblatt used archival footage

for his 30-minute movie on dicta-

tors.

. gu artEt ﬁ'om page C1

Ann Arbor featival. His last film
shown, *“The Smell of Ants,”
received the grand prizo, and he
was a judge three years ago.
*Lately, I've becn doing more
collage, old footage, manipulat-
ing and rocontexualizing,”
Rosenblatt sald. *Ono thing that

‘appeals to me is the control,

even though I had help, a lat of it

was t.iono on my own. I like tak:
ing footage meant to be used or

* seen in a cortain way and chang-

ing it, aubverting it.”
Ochs’ “Lotters” is also meant
to bo subversive. She dn

archival footege and homl{
,* Och snid. It was

movies .

very challenging; the most chal-

lenging thing I've tried to'do. It *

Tved

m—
ﬁrut. person she had over known
whn had died,

Biseaki, like'Ocha had started
out making documentarics after
iving at g

was a utnmgle, but it
intoa plece. Part of

correspondence between Ameri-
can poct ennyht and translator

the roason it works it that it's
not literal. You're not alwaye

Lyn Hi and Russian-poet
Arkadii Dragomoshchenko from
1989 to 1993. The two had mot
at an artists conference in 1983
but did not meet diiring the peri-
od of tha film, Ochs combines
archival footage with . new
footage and uses actors Lili Tay-
lor and Victor Nord to read the
lotters, -

Words theme

Ocha uged words as a theme
for each letter, oxploring the cul-
tural differences inherent in lan.

guage,
“It’s a many layered film, It's a

gorgeous film, exquisite, made
up of documentary footage,

hing what you're lstening
to, It toys with tho inside of your
head”

Eva llona Brzeski’s “24 Girls®
nlso toys with your head.

*I had written this story, ‘Lyn-
nie Moore Died,’ about a girl I
know in the fourth grade,” she
said from her home in New York
City. “I got this idea of having 24
girls come out and audition for
me. Thoy didn't know what they
were auditioning for and neither
did I. I got the idea of weaving
this together with the story of
thia girl that died,

The girl's death had a strong
impact on Brzeski s it was the

%] thought I'd bo mdking
stralght forwnrd documontaries,
but 1 was inspired by those
around me and started to do
more narrative and experiman.

- tal filma.”

* These three ﬁlxm were lnv(u,-d
for submission. The other films
that will be exhibited were
announced after press deadline
on Friday.

But Ihoy will all have the
mark of individuality and the
spark of an original idea.

Even Vicki Honeyman, who
gaya sho dossn't make films,
gometimea gots the urge.

“We used to have this Bolex
camera, but it got stolen. I wish
we still had it,* she said, “I do
have this {dea for a film I'd like
to make down in Florida...”

plexed, said Gumn

“The chamber music is whero
Shostokovich - expresaoa his
rage,” he said.

‘But ho waa also a survivor.

Unknown at the time whan

Shostakovich was writing “god- |,

awful cantatas to honor the Sovi-
ot state,” according to Guinn, he
was coniposing hia defiant, yot
romantic, chamber music.

“Ho's not overt with his politi.

cal dissension,” said Scoit Dotz .

of Troy, board member of the
Cham|

“There are threads = .4 certain
tension - in hia music where he's
thumbing his nose.”

Botz in asaociation with the
Jowish Community, Contor has
arranged for o 'local group of
Russian dmfm'ds to attend the
concert.

“Composecra have always writ-'
ten about their feelings for their
homeland,” said Betz.

“What's  special about
Shostakovich is that his music is
opon to a vnnnty of interpreta-

Perhaps those with firat-hand
cxperience of the ropressive
Sovmt syatom can best deter-
mine if Shostakovich was a polit~
{cal puppet or a heroic noncon-
formist,

Appropriately, the answer lles

. in an ethereal place - the musie.

Universal 1

metaphor for the 20th-century’s
politicol disharmony.

. Apparently, finding a subtle
melody to translate his frustra-
tion and opposition to Soviet rule
is simply an argument for music
as an universal language,

“Anyone who's ever felt

In a contury filled with world
wars, political ideology and defi-
nnco !u mprosaivo ruglmns,

vich’s symphonies,

chumber music, operaa and film’

ber Music Society. - tions,” scores offer ' an auditory

I : aln er from page C1

'Bnlcnuy. the lesson is thie: L] {ronlically, his style to-late 20th century.
oo kit you w00 bt 100 may o mor fnflue | Borrowiog from B

Or, as Porter, put it: “Ths ©Nhced by abstract mate evocations of family lifo,
important thing to remember is _ expressionlst painter Porter dissects domeaticity with
e o mater s ke Wilom do Koonlng, . *keispe, L
mpmlenlnhnnn! work” more influenced by abstract

In contrast to Hopper’s melan- oxpressionist painter Willem de”
cholic urban landscapes and des- Kooning.

olate characters, Porter consid-
ers the intimate domestic dotails
!!mt. reflect o lnrger culture.

- While many of Porter's con.
temporarics followed along with
the trends in abstract expres-
sionism, pop art and deconstruc-

* tianism, he sought n more tradi-

tional path.

Despite the prevailing trends,
for three decades Porter showed
a more conservative seneibility
that owes less to modernism,
and more to 19th-century
impressionism.

Yot his subjects unquestion-
nhly représents life in the mid-

Like de Kooning, Porter
believed that a painting could
be a subject unto itself. It could,
he hoped, got people to look more
closely at their lives,

As we float in an existential
abyss known as cyberspaco,
Porter’s work presents a timely
reminder about an American
truism: there's always more than
meets the eye.

Intellectunlizations and tech-
nology are only a means. The
subject of art is invariably about
place and time.

And a thing called “presence.”

repressed can relate to
1y kovich,” said Lois Beznos

of Franklin, president of the

Chamber Music Society.

“Tho Borodin is preeminently
known for their warm, rich Rus-

sian_sound and their intorpreta- -

ART BEAT

tion of Shostakovich.”

3 1

gram,
The ﬁvo-mght perfnrmunca at

Indeed, jt's widely
edged that fow other chamber
groups in the world have cap-
tured Shostakovich as the
Borodin Quartet, established in
1943 and formerly composed of
members of the Moscow Philhar-
monic,

One member, cellist Valentin
Berlinsky, utudmd und later

was part
af the highly aceclaimed
Shostakovich Month, which fea.
tured concerts, lectures and
exhibits, The celebration was

. sponsored by the Center for Rus-

sian and East European Studies

Along wnth thelr nxpunuve
ich, the

played with

Four ycars ago, the lcgendnry
quortet came to Ann’ Arbor to
perform an all Shostakovich pro-

Borodin 4 Qunrtot has recorded
Beethoven, Brahms, Ravel, Dvo-
rak and Tchaikovaky.

PLEZIA NAMED PRESIDENT OF
FOUNDERS JUNIOR COUNCIL

* Sandra Plezia of Blonmfuld

Events include a Friday night
artists’ reception, and feature
the Celtic harp and dulumer of

Hills has been named p

Cncn]m . On

of the board of di of the

Foundors Junior Council (FJC)

at the Detroit Instituto of Arts.

Plezia is an estate planning
and employee benefits attorney
and partner with Husaynu &
Plezia in Southfield.

FJC'a mission is to increased
participation in DIA activities
among young people.

For more information about
FJC, write: DIA, Volunteer Ser-
vices Dept., 6200 Woodward
Avenue, Detrmt MI 48202,
(313) 833-0247.

VOLUNTEER AWARDS BERUNCH

Volunteers can expect to bo
entertained when they attend
the Volunteer Awards Brunch 10
a.m. Saturday, March 21 at Oak-
lnng University's Mendow Brook

Lecturer John Cameron will
prc"aeng "D.dm,:d‘ow| ?rook Hall:

SRR
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Ar and
Decoration,” a slide exhibit.
- Thirty five volunteers will
receive awards for their service
to Meandow Brook Hall, formerly
the home of OU’s founders,
Alfred and Matilda Dodge Wil~
son. Tho self-funded 100-room
auto-baron mansion ie opon
year-round for puh]lc tours,
events and rentala.
Volunteors who'll receive
awards include: Harriet Schmidt

- of Birmingham; Joyce Hancock

of Bloomficld Hills; Marylin
Brooks, Geneva Campbell, Mary
Cichowaki, Shirley Holt,
Winifred Roborts, William
Cichowaki, Robert Line, Glenna
Long, Llndn Price, Nndu Smith
and Robert Toje of

ytoller Grace Ward
will recite talea from America to
Corsica. And on Sunday, the
liturgy will feature o brass quin-

‘tet led by Jason Bornsgesser of
the M litan Arts E 1

CRANBROOK WRITING RETREAT
Writers of all skill levels can
retreat into nature and composi-
tion at Cranbrook Schools’ sec-
ond annual “Retreat for Writers,
from July 10-July 23,

Tho retreat includes scssions
with ‘more than two dozen
authors n( poof.ry, ﬂctmn, mem-

Nativity Episcopal Church is
located at 21220 W. 14 Mile
Road, between Lahser and Ever-
green Road, Bloomfield Town-
ship; (248) 6464100,

JAZZ VESPERS

The Gary Schunk Trio will
perform Sunday, March 16 in
downtown Birmingham ns part
of the First Baptiats Church's
“B'Jazz Vcspen" series.

The trio ta known for its arse-
nal of electronic kuybonrd.a and
high energy.

Schunk has been a featured
artist with the Detroit Sympho-
ny Orchestra. He has performed
as an orchestra pianist at the
Fisher Theatre for travoling
Broadway musical shows,
including *Evita,” and “Phantom
of the Opera.”

The trio performs prodomi-
nantly original compositions.

On the third Sunday of each
montlx, B'Jnzz Vespers is held 6-

oirs np and
c}uldnsn books.

Cost ranges from $280-$630
depending on the length of the
sessions.

Thia year's participants
includo poet Mark Daty, chil-
dren'a author Elaine Greenstein,
fiction author Joshua Henkin,
poet Thomas Lux, screenwriter
Bill Phillipa and poot Gerald
Stern.

A catalog of classes, tcachers
biographies and registration
information available at (248}
646-3492,

NEW RADIO PROGRAM

“Spotlight on Musicals,” a pro-
gram of classic songa from musi-
cals aira 4-5 p.m. Fridays on
WPON-AM (1460).

The program is hosted by
Rochelle Rosenthal, an actor who
studied and performed musical
theator in New York. Since
rn!urningh;n metro Dm‘.rmt,

8 p.m. in the gothic 'y of
the First Baptist Church of
Birmingham, located at the cor-
ner of Willits and Bates strects,
A DOLL'S HOUSE

Tho Doll Hoapital & Toy Sol-
dier Shop in Berkley is display-
ing through March, “Littio
‘Women Throughout tho Yenrs.”

‘ The oxhibit of 14 dolls are
based on Louisn May Alcott’a
clﬁuic nrury, 'thtlo ‘Women,”

Hills; Mary and Walt Scutt of
Rochester; and Mary Kaunert of
Troy.

* For information nbout becom-

- ing'a Meadow Brook Hall volun.
.toer, call Irene Connors at (248)

370-3140.

HATIVITY'S FESTIVAL OF ARTS

Nativity Episcopal Church in
Bloomfield Township will host
its annual Featival of the Arta,
March 20-: 22. .

THOMAB
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BVBRYTHING FOR YOUR HOMB AND GASDKN :
Bath Show @ Detrolt Flower Show »
-’&nlln‘l-ldln Mxlbollllmﬂl -ﬂcm&uuu Btations lAduph,dm

',‘ ® Hooss of Nalls and Treaswrs

books,
clothing and accessories.
Madame Alexander Doll Co.
introduced the first set of Little
Women dolls in 1830,

A question and answor scasion

will be held 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Sat-:

urday, March 21,

The Doll Hospital & Tay Sol-
dler Shop ia located at 3847 W,
12 Mile Road, Borkloy; (248)
543-3115.

Spa # Recreation

hwhudmuofwmmlnn Ihegnm!lkkaom

Admlnlom ‘Adults - $6.50 Seniors - $4,50

*Children 612 $4,00; Children under admitted FREE,
. * ramily tickets accompasying children avatlable

nhmuluk .00

Detroit A"
Spomsored By

d in pro-
duetions with the Michigan
Opera Theatrs, Attic Theatre
and JET in West Bleomfield.

DIRECTORY OF NIICHIQAN ARTISTS

An updated 1998 listing of
artista is now being complied

Prerequisites included artists
who have work in museums, per-
manont collections, galleries,
juried art showa, or art competi-
tion award winhers,

The referencs director will
include an artista biography and
artist statoment,

It will not include illustra-
tions, photos or any specific com-
monts about tho artists work.

There is nio cost to be included
in the directary.

The 1997 edluun, *Directory
of Michigan Artists” is available
at libraries or by cnllln Marilyn
gu;burs. (617) 644-2485, Pricc:

lmu-utu)




