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Author s intents often murky

material. Maybo he intended all
of that and mora. Or none of if
and somothing else altogether,
What.many readers will find
on these pages ia a rather odd
panc. Shot

through with symboliam and
some romarkable images (the
mest powerful usually turns out
to bo the most revolting), and
woven togother by n backdrop
that's somehow dark and vivid

. at the same time, the writing is

also sometimes muddy ( “It was
healing in the warm tun stream-
ing through the windows for
Kurt to abondon himself to slug.
gish morning currents, but
boyond the refuge was another
tide - vast, deep, resistant.”) In
addition, although Sullivan's
way with words and a kind of
painterly insight somotimes is
nrrcstlng {a victim's remains
“chili con carne”; his

hny shack is “full ofcmptlncss ),
hia dialogue too often scems nﬂ'-
the-mark and unconvincing.
What may undercut this tale
of terror most, however, ia that it
seema somehow overly contrived
and underdeveloped at once. By
the time the story reaches its
conclusion, a0 many murders
have occurred that things seem

_not only implausible but fointly

tiresome. At the same time, the
characters involved in all of the
gore remain so ateeped in murk
and shadow that we don't cver
get to know them well. Conae-
quently, our interest in their fate
is blunted to an extent, along
with our ability to become
eaught up in “The Martyring™ as
much as we would like.

Sullivan will sign his book 7
pom. \Valm’sduy, April 22, at the
Borders at 13 Mile

and Southfield Road.

BORDERS (FARMINGTON HILLS)
Harpbeat performs 2 p.m. Sunday,
March 15; Ruth Daniels from the
Star Theatre discusses the
Oscars, 7:30 p.m. Monday, March
16; Paul Russell discusses classi-
cal music 7 p.m. Saturday, March
21 at the store, 30995 Orchard

HALFWAY DOWN THE STAIRS
Authors Unda Rymifl and Rhonda
Greene read from theis children's
bocks 11 a.m. Saturday, March
21 at the store 114 E. Fourth St.,
Rochester (248)652-6066.

ELIZABETH STONE GALLERY
Reception and book signing for
Michigan Chlldren's Book Authors
and lltustrators, featuring nine
Michigan writers and artists, 2
p.m. Saturday, March 21, exhibit
through Apell 25 at the Galtery,
536 North Old Woodward Ave.,

Laura Blakeney presents program
on yoga, 8 p.m, Monday, March
16; Norma Fleld reads from “From
My Grandmother's Bedside:
Sketches of Postwar Tokyo,” 8
p.m. Wednosday, March 18; Max
Helrich marks publication of two
books on public health, 4 p.m.
Friday, March 20 at the store 313
South State Street, Ann Atbor

who brings low register arder to
sovoral duets and trios, and
Melissa Parks as a hilarious
Marquisc deliver strong perfor-
mances. Two other performers |
steal the show with broadly
comic turns, Matthew Surapine
08 the Marquise's servant, who
looka like the man on o wedding
eake and romps through his part
with skillful slapstick, and
Nnncy Shndn a8 the groteaque

Dlrccu:r Mutthcw Lurtn finds
a balance batween the romance
and the comedy, including some
slapatick. But this is not a lush
production and some of the con-
trasta and vigor of a larger bro-
duction are missing. In addition,
tho updated time period docsn't
particularly add anything but

Allen Moyer’s toy town set

- seems ot first o clover idea but

soon bocomes an obstacle for per-
formers to movo around. The
musie, directed by Braden Toan,
uses o amall orchestra thot does-
't have enough fire or volume,
aither in tho martial tunca or the
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