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| Drug stores
change with
‘the times

. recently bought Arbor. When 1

Rite Aid bought Perry Drugsémcn\g
Maplo Drugs in Westland lest week, the
person on the other end answered,
"Arbor when I ealled Maple

1t scems like the big

L ehopPna: drugstore chains are

ﬂwnllowing up other

+ stores faster than
Mun" gobbles up dota.
How does that affect
the emall, independent

pharmacies that still

exist? .

The answer may
surprise you.

"Actually, it's kind of
beneficial for us,

DONNA
tcAyy becauso there are
._.ﬂl._r competitors, real-
* said Bob Lytle, who

has owned Lytle Pharmacy on Main
Street in downtown Rochestor since

Tim Davidson, owner of Patterson
Drugstore on S. Washington Street in
Oxft

"Cortainly, chain pharmacies have

bnnn ﬂonrmhﬁng over the laat I'ew

Sout
Michigan, and the number of indepen-
dent pharmacies has dwindled propor-
tiomately" ho said.

As a result, those independent phar-
macies that atill survive do have fower
competitors, However, that's not to say
that competing with chain res is
a pieco of cake. It's not. And the indepen-
dcntamuneummdwxmmanmhnrblg

PuoTO8 BY TOM HOFFMEVER
Runway maglc: (From left)
Gowns by Angel Sanchez,
Jean Poul Gaultier, Melinda
Eng.

Spring '98 ,

chain that recently d Metro
Detrait — Wi
"Thero are two ways to competo

with the big chains," Davidson said. "You
can try to be like them and you can try to
be different.”

to be liko

Independent pharmacies try
the big chrins by offering the same or
lower prices on prescription and over-
the-counter drugs, he said. The indepen-
dents are able to do that by banding

er in Inrge purchnsing groups, liks
Valu-Rite or Serve-Al, to get the Jowest
possible prices from suppliers,

"Of course, a person's co-pay for pre-
scription druga ia the same, no matter
where they go, 50 wo can't really be bet-
ter prico-wise there,” Lytle said. "But for
people who don't have insurance, or
those who are buying over-the-counter
products, our low prices matter a lot."

The purchasing groups also have
helped independent pharmacics moke
inroads in gotting insurance company
contracts, Davidson said. Some insur-
ance companies, mainly HMOs and

tell patients not only what doctors
ﬂwymnsee,buzwhatphmmnuudwy

"Wum not just competing for patients
that walk in tho door, but for i

Art of fashion’
is a sheer delight

BY SUSAN DEMAGGIO
EDITOR

Skin is in.

Especially when it's visible under
black lace, or through a mesh blouse, or
from a thigh-high slit in an evening

own,

The sheer lightness of this senson's
fabrics, coupled with the intricacies of
couture detailing, made the designs in
Neiman Marcus'a Art of Fashion spring
show worth a second look - or a pur-
chnnc or two,

ding to Peg L dowsky and
Doreen LeGray, both of Troy, "’I'hc
clothes were gorgeous. The colors and
fabrics were breathtaking and the sim-
plicity of the designs.only ndded to
their elegance.”

The Thursday afterncon runway pre-
sentation doubled as a Lenefit for
HAVEN, and drew several bursta of
applause from the 100 guests who
attended the event at the Somerset
Collection in Troy.

The show was co-sponsored by Horp-
er's Bazaar magazine and featured in a

special section of the March issue,

The clothing was pulled from the
store's own spring collection by
Neiman Marcus' regional fashion direc-
tor Duane Jeffers, and included designa
by Giorgio Armani, Richard Tyler, Jil
Sander, Jean Paul Gaultier, Escada,
St. John and Oscar do la Renta.

"My favorite, were the bias cut jersey
dresses,” he said. "Their design is so
nquxmky clean.”

Following the show, store manager
Mike Lorencz pointed out that his Troy
store lends the country in sales of Jil
Sander.

of

"This speaks to the sophisticatl
our shoppers,” he said. "Seon we plan
to expand our Jil Sander boutique
within the store. Our Armani Black
Label sclections, too.”

Lorencz said aeveral new "surprises"
were on the way for Nelmnn Marcus
shoppers,

"We're opening a Bobbi Bmwn Studio
which will be separate from our cos-
metics department, We're expanding
our modernist collections to include

* contracts, t0o," Drmdsunmxd

ays that i

Newl af special events fnr shoppers is mcludcd in
nd i s & A

Two wi
cies try to bu different from Qhu big
chains, he said, i by focusing more on
customer service and by ﬁlhng certain
niches in the markel

His store's special niches include: rent-
ing and selling durable ‘modical equip-

ment (walkers, w] ete.), provid-
ing some diabetic nrvlcu and com-
pounding certain

vides freo delivery servico for shut-ins
and people with emergencies. .
When it comes to customer service,
Lytls and Davidson aaid, there's one arca
in particular where their pharmacies
tend to outshine the big chains — the

botter staffing levela and ‘computer
equipment.

*More and mare of my customers aro
telling me they got fed up with having to
wait two hours for a prescription at the
big chain storea and that's why they
came to me," e said. "Usually, we

peoplo in and out in five minutea.”
and Davidson both said that they

tosell,
dsan, who bought his pharmacy
five years ago from his fnthemn-law,
William Pai (who owned it since

that competition |-

is good, and that it's.of value to cus-
ane store in town, that would

concern me as & patient and consumer” |-

If there's only -
certainly

this to: Mal
e/oThe Observer & Erccnrrm Newspapers, 805 East
Maple, Birmingham, MI 48009; or fax (248) 644-1314,
Deadline: Wednesday & p.m. for publication on Sunday.
MONDAY, MARCH 16

Collaction proview

See the Richard Tyler spring group at Nordstrom from
10 a.m. to 7 p.m. with appointments for apecinl orders
and fittings. On March 17, see the coliection informally
modeled from noon to 4 p.m.

Somersct Collection North.

Big Beaver/Coolidge. Troy.

(248) 816-5100, ext, 1350

Coloring corrtest

Visit the Customer Service Booth for a coloring sheet
featuring & wild and wacky Easter Rabbit, Kids of all
nges are invited to colar the rabbit for a chance to win a
$560 mall gift cortificate. Names randomly drawn on
April 13, Winner notificd by phone or mail.

Universal Mall. 12 Mile! Dequindre. Warren.

(810) 761-3161.

. AY, MARCH 18

'WEDNESD,
Moeting for the hearing impalred
Personalized Hearing Care and the Audiology Depart-
nent at Garden City Hoapital present "Negotiating Lifo
Situations with o Hearing Loss” 1:30 p.m. at MedMax
atore. Reservations are recommended for this free on-
going scrics. Repeated Tucsday, March 24 at the Med-
Max i Tnylor,
35337 Weat Warren. Westland,
(734) 467-5100.
TIIMDAY, mmu bt
Trunk show
Seo the dazzling evening wnnr designa of Liancarlo ot
Roz & Shorm through March 21, Designer's representa-
:IIVO Stanley Levine will asslst with special orders and

ttingn.
Bloornﬁeld Plazm Maple! Ttlegraph.
(248) 855-8877.

mv. MARCH 30

Eastor Bunry
Tho “Eggstra” spocial garden at Center Court will bo
homae to.photo visits with the Enster Bunny through

. April 11, during mall hours, Each child who visits will

roceive a Evster Egg stuffed wlt.h a surprise, Digital pho-
tos availnble from $9.99 to $39.50,
Nallhland Cenkr Nuw Mi llal Grtcnﬂdd. Southfield.

" {248) 569-

ADDED ATTRACTIONS |s

DKNY Seminar
Hudson's hosts Irene Jorgenson of DKNY with the
ﬂpnng line at 12:30 p.m. Seating limited. Complimenta-
box lunch provided. Reservationa required. Level Two.
Samcrm Collcetion North.,
Big Beaver/! Coolidge. Tray.
(248) 816-4599.
SATURDAY, MARCH 24
Spring fashion show
Sca the latest colors and sithouettes from the mall's

leading retailers rep g tho best in B and
American designs from both sides of Tho Cu]lcchon
Ccmphmenmry seating. 1.p.m.
il South Rotund

Big BmucrICoolw'.gc. Troy. .

(248) 643-6360.
Eastor Bunny anival

Kids of all ages are invited to JC Penncy Court to wel-
come the Easter Bunny at 11 a.m. after a magic show
performed by Bill and Di Schulert. Photos and bunny
visita follow through April 11. Free.

Westland Center: Wayne!/ Warren,

{313) 425-5001.
Kld fashion show
hosts n 1l breakfast at 8:30 a.m.

followed by a casualholiday runway show of the latest
spring children's clothes at 9 a.m. Cost ia $10 per person.
Reservations required,

Somerset Collection North,

Big Beaver{Coolidge. Troy.

(248) 816-5100, ext, 1690.
Arthur visits

Hudson's hosta PBS character Arthur the Aardvark
from noon to 3 p.m. in tho Children's Department for vis
its and photos (bring your ewn camern.) Arthur will visit
Hudson's Summlt Placo store in Waterford on March 22
I‘mm noan to3p,

Twelve Oak.s 12 MAIeINauI
(248) 344-6800)
Model visits

Moot Polo model Tyson Beckford during a special
autograph session at the grand re-opening of Hudson's
Polo Ralph Lauren shops at the Northland Center (noon
to.1 p.m. Main Floor) and Oakiand Mall (34 p.m. Lower

Dolce & Gabbana. And in April, we'll « sandnl flats
announce that we'll begin selling the ® linen
collectiona of onc of the biggest houses o chiffon
in the fashion industry.” « twinsets
Fashion show guests moved to the * iridescence
third level after the show, to find lunch ® tank tops
served in rice bowls strategically « garongs
placed on tables along the couture = cargo pants
aisles, Bamboo shoots overflowed jnde- * ruffles
colored urns for an East Meets West
cffect.
“How do you like the presentation?”
publie relations director Marilyn Con-
nor, asked her guests. “It's all part of
the Neimon Marcus mindset that com-
bines tabl , fashion and cntertain-
giﬂ’er.e“ the best things that life has Contrast:
From the
Giorgio
* tulle dreasca with floral embroi- Armani Le
dc:yanymmetncul lines at.the neck, Collezion,
waist and hem . g;‘a,‘ydqndttan
« glip dresses in layers of mesh and Piaidcoa
tace and charcoal
* platform sandals gab pants.
Level) stores.
(248) 697.. 2200

"I'he World Bf.-yond The Garden,” a show by the Chil-
dren's Theatre of Michigan, performed free on Grand
Court stage, 11:30 a.m. 3:30 and 5:30 p.m. A differcat
story on Sunday, March 22 at 1 and 3 p.m. Visita with
the apring bunny Nestor Fairweather, begin March 28
thrdolugh April 11. Polaroid courtesy of the mall for $10
cach,

Someract Collection North. .

Big Beaver/Coolidge. Troy. |

(248) 816-5484. N ,,"

Cat Adoptions

‘The Backdoor Friends cat shop ia sponmnng cat adop-|
tions from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. The cats come from the
Purebred Cat Rescue, thoy are tested and ready for
adoption.

Muirwood Shopping Center. '

Grand River! Drake. Farmington Hills.

(248) 442.0840.

Characters visit

FAO Schwarz welcomes Hello Kitty and Keroppi the
Frog from 11 am.to 2 pm. Thuﬁmt200|zumhmmwun
complimentary gift.

Somerset Collection North.

Big Beaver/Coolidge. Troy.

(248) 643-4554.

SUNDAY, MARCH 22

Puppet Show
Enter the Mask Puppet ’mcalm's magic world where
sing to v 2 pm. qu

show.
Borders Books. 30995 Orchard Lake.
Farmington Hills.
(248) 737.0110.

Book

signing

Mect Stephanie Mellen from 11 a.m. to 6 pm. Waldm~
books. 30200 Plymouth, Livenia.

(734) 261-7811.

MOMDAY, MARCH 23

Advance fashion show

Join Hudson's for a cutting-edge fashion show with
designs from D for Men. Lola and Max Studio. 6
“7:30 p.m. cocktail recoption. From 7:30-8 pm. the run-
‘way show. 8 p.m, dancing and dessert. Tickets, $25, bcnn~
fit l-hncluh Foundation for the Arts,

Majestic Theatre. Detroit,

(248) 988-O-FAN.

.




