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New coaches selected
Farmington Public Schools has
announced the hiring of three new
coaches for prominent positions atart.
ing with the 1998-99 ncademic year.

John Bechtel will coach the Farm-
ington High varsity football team,
Richard Burrell the North Farming-
ton varsity football team and Glenn
Breuhan the new unified hockey
team.

Bechtel, who is employed in the
business world, is a former head
coach at Orchard Lake St. Mary's and
served as defensive coordinalor under
former Farmington coach Laur{
Niskanen,

Burrell is a 1979 gmdum.e of North
and was a member of North's 1978
Class A runner-up team. He later
attended and played football for Hope
College.

Burrell, who is employed 05 .a social
worker for Lake Orion Schools, had
boen Lake Orion's head couch "from
1988-97.

Brouhan, who teaches nduptlvc
physical education in Farmington
Public Schools, haa an extensive
coaching background in various lovels
of competitive hockey.

He has nn advanced level certifica-
tion from the USA Hockey Associn-
tion, and he also has played colle-
giate, sonior and adult hockey.

Breuhan, who is a gradunte of
‘Wayne State University, also coaches
the Horrison High girls soccer team
and was the boys saccer coach until a
fow years ago.

Youth baseball benefit

Farmington youth bascball and
Farmington American Legion base-
ball will benefit from a Vegns Night
fundraiser on Saturday, March 28, at
the American Legion Hall, located at

..81775 Grand River,

All rules will conform to the State
of Michigan. The event begins at 6
p.m. and losts until 1 a.m.

A raffle will be held at 8 p.m. There
will be 300 tickets eold at $60 npicce
with a one-in-300 chance to win
$5,000. There will be a $3 entry fee at
the door if a raffle ticket is not pur-
chased,

For advanced tickets, contact Wally
Christensen at (248) 474-8554,

Baseball tryout news
* Tryouts for Livonin Travel, a 13-

year-old Little Caesars baschall team, |

will be 11 a.m, to 1 p.m. Saturdny,
March 21, and 1-3 p.m. Sunday,
March 22, at Bicentennial Park.

Players cannot be 14-years-old prior
to Aug. 1, 1898, For information, call
Ken Marx at (248) 477-4489 or Max
Richl at (248) 380-9885.

* Willie Mays-age (9- and 10-year-
olds) tryouts for the Bandit Baseball
Federation will be from 6-8 p.m,
Tuesday, March 10, 17, 24 and 31, at
Franklin Middle School.

Appmnmnwly 12 players wiil com-
pote in o 35-40 game achedule May
through guly, Home games will be at
Wayne Memorial High School.

For information call (313) 728-8127.

Botsford Golf Clinic

Botaford Hospital's Total Rehabili-
tation and Athletic Conditioning Cen-
ter will sponsor o six-week golf pro-
gram titled *Teo Off With TRACC.”

The program is deaigned to help
players avoid golf-related injuries and
improve their gamea. Classes meet
overy Tuesday, Thursday and Fridny
from March 17 to April 24.

Two of the wockly sessions will be
held at TRACC (39750 Grand River
in Novi). The third will be taught by a
golf pro at the Oasis Driving Range in
Plymouth.

Tho $125 feo includes a take-home
oxorciso program. To register call
8hel Lovin at (248) 473-5600.

College tennis duo

Sistera Keely and Lauren Jones will
play No. 2 dnub]cu for'the Vassar Col-
lege women's tennis team in the
upcoming spring scnson nﬂcr posting
a 7-4 record Jast fall,

Both are graduates of North Farm-
ington High School. Kecly is a senfor
at Vassar, Lauren o freshman,

Playing No. 4 singles last fal], Keoly
was 7-5 and a semifinalist in tha New
Yaork State Tournament, .

Tho Brewere played four matches
in California during spring break and
returnton schedule of matches in
the Northeast. Vassar is located in

Poughkeopsio; N.Y.
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High seniors Bryant Bronner (45) and Trevor Gaines (64) hoist

the champmnshxp tmphy in telebration after the Falcons defeated Harrison in the district final.

Fa!cons' win district title

8 Farmington High rallied
in the fourth quarter again
Friday to beat Fanmngtun
Harrison, 43-41, and win a
district tournament title.

BY DAN O'MEARA
STAFF WRITER

Last week's district
tournament eon-
firmed this about the
Farmington High
boys basketball team:
Nover count the Falcons out in the
fourth quarter!

For the third time in a week, Farm-

ington rallied in the fourth quarter to-

win Friday, and this timo it netted the
Falcons their first Class A district
championship since 1994,

Farmington finished tho game with a
1‘7;3 run, erasing a 12-point deficit and

Harrieon, 43-41, in the final game at
Bloomfield Hilla Lahser.

“When we were down 12, 1 didn't
know if there was a lot of hope, becouse
that's n lat of points to make up ngainst
a good Harrison tecam,” Farmington
coach Denny Mikel snid.

*“The kids refuso to lose; they fight to
the end, The kids played hard, and
things turned our way. It hnpponcd 80
quickly I don't remembor it all.”

The Falcons (16-7) will play either

‘Birmingham Brother Rice or South-

fiold-Lathrup at 7 p.m. Tuesday in the
rogional tournament at Plymouth
Salem. X

“I'm not going to count my kids out,”
Mikel said. “Anything can hnppen- they
don't quit, No matter who we'ro play-
ing, I'm going to say we haye a chanco.”

For Harrison (18-4), the loss was
stunning and heartbreaking. It marked
the second year in a row tho Hawks
l&uw]) lost by two points in the district

nal.

Key play: Senior Matt Orr makes an lmparlant play at the emi af

the game, knocki

"f away Kareem Smnrtt s last-chance shot.
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BY DAN O'MEARA

Oppoumg coaches and players nren&
going to like this, if they haven't hnnrd
the news already.

Mike Pesci is back in the lineun.
playing bascball for the Univeraity uf
Detroit-Mercy.

Like everyone else, Pesci thought his
collegiate playing carecor ended; lagt
spring, but ho hans been granted a rare. -
sixth year of eligibility by the NCAA,

That can only be bad newa for Mid-;
western Colleginte Conference oppo-
nents since Pesci wns named MCC
Player of the Year in 1997 and led the.
Titans to the mnfemnm :humpmnshxp

If you're long-
time U-D coach
Bob Miller, you
have a different
opinion. Nobody,
with the possible
exception of Pesci
himself, was hap-
pier at the news.

“It's liko the
Yankeos aftor
Mickey Mantle
retired, and then
he comes back-for
a year," Miller
said.

“He's not only a great player but &
great leader. That's what a lot of people
don't know about Mike — the leader-
ship qualities he has, the influence ho
hos on the younger players and ;hp
way he handles them.

“He's n hard-working, big, beauti ul
kid. That's nll I can say.”

Pesci's extra year of eligibility is !}m
result of having missed most of his
freshman season nnd all of the follow:
ing year due to injury.

After graduating from Harrison H‘gb
Schoel where he was a three-sport
standout, Pesci spent the fall of 1992 at
Eastern Michigan,

He was at annpm College in’ Ari-
zona the following spring but appeared
in only three games before breaking a
bone in a foot. Because he did play, he
thought it counted as one scason of cli-
gibility,

When he broke the same foot thut
fall (1993) and missed all of the '94
bascball season after having surgery,
Pesci figured that was his rednh:rl
year.

He later played one season (1995) nt
Henry Ford Community College: and
two (1996-97) at Detroit-Mercy, -

Pesci believed he had uaed up his clx—
gibility under NCAA rules, which
require an athlete to complete his col: -
lege earcer in five years.

He never thought a rarely- used
NCCA rule that allows for a sixth year
would apply to him until last fall when
he talked with U-D catcher Juan
Sanchez, who thought he might miss n
second atrnight season because- .of a,
knce injury.

Pesci recatled the converaation: "‘Ho
said to me ‘Weren't you hurt two
years? ‘Yeah! I only pitched in thrce
games. I'm tao old; I can’t come back.™

But ho started looking into the )nm,
ter and was encouraged when the:U.I}
compliance coordinator found a cnnq
example that was similar to his, .

If an athlete plays in Jess than 20
percent of the games before being
injured, that season doesn’t have t¢
count against his years of eligibility:
Ultimately, Pesci met the requ:rcmeni
of being injured two yearsinarow, |

*I really didn't think I had a chancd
even once I started gathering ml'ormnl
tion,” he aaid, “I thought I had 4 20‘
percent chance; I really didn't give :I
much thought.

“But the more 1 gathered mformnuorl
and showed it to people, the botter the
odds were looking. By the timo I sent:
the information to the NJCAA, I felé:
like it was the other way around. I:
thought I had an 80-percent chnncc‘.
my optimiam did a 180"

After submitting game statistics:
from Yavapai and medical documentas
tion for his injuries to the NJCAA,:
NCAA and MCC, Pesci's first year, wns:
recognized as a mcdlcnl redshirt year:
and he was granted n medical hnrdnhlp'
for ‘94,

“It's like o dream come true,” nmd
Peaci, who is working on his masters:
dcgrcu in Dotroit-Mercy's MBA pro.
gram. “It's an opportunity I neve.

Mike Pescl
etlll a U-D Titan




