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'Thcy couldn't be in Lansing
bpcuusu they had new johs, But
two Onkiand Community Collego
sjudents let a state Senate panel
know how an advanced technolo-
gl program changed their lives,
lhcir fortunes nnd the stato's mx

cture

v"p\ gll‘t from Heavon,” one
mother called the 18-week inten-
sive training course nt OCC's
. Flontinc Center.

1Sen, Harry Gast, R-St. Joseph,
who chairs the Senate Appropri-
ations Committee, promptly

asnnounced he will try to boost
l e Engler administration’s pro-
. posal that community colleges be

E:st at $271 million next year —
azero increase. “We're onna get
sjatic from the front oflice,” said

ast, who wants to boost com-
munity colleges by 3.5 percent.

+ The students’ letters were read
By OCC Chanccllor Richord T.
Thampsaon.
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‘Aliving wage'

+“Before I got into the ATP, 1
was working part time for only
$6.36 an hour,” wrote Kaye Bur-
ll, the 23-year-old mather of an
18-month-old girl.

“Mont of the time I was not
qualifying for asniatance.
Bccnuno Twas mnkmg too much
tmoney.’ | wasn't receiving child
support and was often horrowing
thoney from my mom and dad.
“But now I am earnirg a living
age and am able to take care of
oth of us ... The advanced tech
frogram ... for me means inde-
dendence, skilled lmminp, job

flacement, success
-t With clothes, doy care and car
help ahe was able to “attend
gehool full time, work part time
and spend time with my dough-
-ter. Without this program, 1
Yould probably still be on state
4id and dreading going to work
i the morning. But now,” she
conclutlu.l 1 look forward to

Star Theatre to host
awards night party

! The Star Southficld Entertain-
ment Centre, brings home the
glitz and glamour of the Acade-
my Awards on Mondny, March
23 in a benefit for the Detroit
Area Film & Television scholor-
ship fund.

t Tickets for the event are $30
per person or $50 per couple.

* Ta purchase tickets, contact

AFT at (248) 547-0847.
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going to work cvery day.

-Molissa Edwards, a mothur of
three now working at EDS in
Troy, aaid her son now sces her
going to work instead of receiv-
ing food stamps in the mail.

At EDS, she wrote, “My team
and 1 wero responsible for the
recovery of millions of dollars of
misplaced equipmont ... We
implemented the installation of
the Novell Client on over 4,600

desk tops in

Legislator fights to boost
community college’s

portion of state budget

B ‘We're going to get
static from the from
office.’

‘State-Sen. Harbr;y Gast
— e —ReSt Joseph

public policy and o particularly

astuto investment of sharoed
resources.”
Com ted Sen. Jackie

" am a member of the moni-
toring team (for the Global
Microsoft Exchange Project), My
positian is very critical,” said
Edwards, who is certified in
administering MS Window NT
4.0, the first step toward becom-
ing a Mi ft certified

Vaughn 111, D-Detroit; “I can’t
think of anything more impor-
;p{nt than the saving of a human
ife.”

Goal: 3.5 percent
Gast, who chairs tho nppmpnv
ations sub

engineer. She intends to com-
plete college through EDS’
tuition assistance program.

Started as pilot

‘Thompsen said ATP started in
1995 ns a pilot welfare-to-work
program, the firet of its kind in
the state. It is funded by state
and corporate grants.

The second ATP class, 13 stu-
dents, graduated Feb, 9. Stu-
dents spent 15 wecks in prepara-
tion, training and internships.
Tuition cost was $3,700 per stu-
dent.

Spearhended by Rep. Hubert
Price, D-Pontinc, ATP waa devel-
oped by the college, Greoter Pon-
tiac Consortium, the bus ageney
SMART, Pontine Urban League
and two state departments —
Family Independénce and the
Jobs Commission.

Carporate aponsors were Kelly
Services (which placed them in
jobs), Fanuc Robotics and Deco
Technologies.

*In its first year, the program
reduced state welfare benefits
for grants, food stamps and day
care by $188,000,” snid Thomp-
son. *This program represents
an incredibly wise expression of

‘

ALZHEIMEB 's/DEMENTIA
CARE SPECIALISTS

Sutton Homes provides for every aspect of a vesident's life...
¢ customized behavioral, recreational and

social services

¢ staffing ratio 2 to 6

country kitchen,

residential home

calling 248-258-8282

¢ 24 hour Alzheimer's Care Specialist

% nuiritious meals and snacks planned by a
reglslered dlelman prepared in a warm

¢ family visits and social interaction
4 private room in a beautifuly decorated

A ¢ professional and family involved plan of care
4 personal care/diguity in caring for incontinence
4 scheduled transportation
¢ no entrance fee - no hidden costs
¢ Incontinence supplies included
Sutton Homes is happy to ansiwer questions
You may reach Sutton Home representatives by

nity colleges as well ns the full
committee, said he parted com-
pany with Gov. John Engler's
proposol to keep the 28 commu-
nity colleges at a total of $271
million with no increase from the
current year.

“We're going to ask for 1.5 per-
cent more ($4.1 million),” Gost
said. Half will go into an acrose-
the-board incrense 'for all col-
leges, holf for formule increases.

In nddition, Gast snid, he will
try to pry 2 percent more {35.4
million) from the current fincal
year's surplus for a “supplemen-
tol” appropriations bill. The
funds would be earmarked for
technology, infrastructure and
maintenance.

Currently, OCC gets a bit
more than $20 million of its $100
million-plus budget from the
state.

*“This is no guarantee,” said
Gast. “How much will prevail, T
don’t know. I think it's attain-
able, The money is there, but
there's going to be a big scramble
to get it.

*We're gonna get static from
the front office (Engler). And
whatever we do, the House will
maneuver to change it.”
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I} can provide a comprehensive package of
information; a shors videotape sent to your home
and an on-site tour of one q/);ur lovely residences. '
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