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ith anniversary colebrations just avound tho

corner and a multitude of community service
programs in full swing, theso should be sunny
days for American Legion Groves-Walker Post 346
in Farmington,

After all, the post on April 18 will toast 76 years
in Fnrmingwn as well as the 50th anniversary of
the current location at 31776 Grand River. But,
instend, the sky above the brick building is filled
with rain clouds:

B With casino gambling taking hold in Windsor,
and with Detroit to follow, the numbers are dwin-
dling for weckly revenue.generating bingo games.
In 1980, about $28,600 was brought in by the Fri-
doy contests, all to help with operating costs; last
year, that total was an estimated $10,000.

# Young war vets aren't signing up and 14 older
ones have died since July. Who knows what that
trend will mean to veterans organizations 10 or 20
years in tho future?

“I guess that's good in a way, because it means
no wars,” said Lorraine Christensen, wife of
Graves-Walker Home Board President Walter
Chyristensen. “But we need new blood.”

W And residents made enough of a atink about .

another money maker for tho Legion — driver's
license testing in the back porking lot — that the
Farmington Planning Commission last week
denied the post’s request for a special exception
use permit,

50 'years‘ agb

Whlt, whore: Dunl ee]ebraﬁon,
75th Anniversary of American
Legion ‘in . Farmington; . 60th -
_Anniversary of the current loca-
"tion of American Legion Graves-.-
Walker Post 348, at 81776 Grand ..
River, west orOrdmrd Lake Road.

‘When: 8ut\lrday, April 18, from
ll am. to 11 pm,. "

Cont: Froe, open to mera! pub-
le. (Donations will be accepted.)

Highlights: Oldies tunes, coun-

: try-and-western muale, free food
and bevsmgu “Just liko they did
50 yenra'ago,” said Legionnaire
Walter Christenson. “Hot dogs;,
beer,. popeorn and pop. And at no
charge.”

Whatever those sctbacks, Wnltcr Chris

lowing sheet of paper.
Community service

The i to ser-
vice strong decadea later, even

and post Cmdr, Paul O ki plan on
ing all of the positive endeavors that the American
Legion prides itself nn aa well as mcrmumg public
and~h ~ bringing in new mem-
bers. It wouldn'c hurt for the general public to rent
tho facilitics, nvailable for everything from birth-
day parties to Super Bowl celebrations. The
Groves-Walker post relies on such rentals to help
keep the huilding running and Legionnaire pro-
grams solvent,

Toot that horn?

“Maybe we don't stand up and toot our horn
about what we're doing,” said Walter Christensen,
a Korean vet and longtime Farmington resident.

Porhaps the 250 members of the post should:
They spearhend the annual Memorial Day Parade
(May 25) down Grand River to the “Unknown Sol-
dier's Tomb" at Qak Hill Cemctory. They place
miniature American flaga at the graves of
deceased vets, Thoy aponsor youth baseball, as
well as troops from the Cub Scouts and Boy
Scouta. L ires also visit el for flng
ctiquotte assemblies. They present “Americanism®
awards to high achool students. They provide
uho]nnhipu. Earlier this decade, post momhem

Walter dquist and Chri won back-t
back Cmun of the Year Awards from the Farm-
ington-Far Hills Chamber of Cs ce. Chri

though most of the post's members are

now in their 60s, 708 or older. From
May 14-18, veta will stand on street cor-
ners for the annual Poppy Days sale, to
benefit needy veterans and their fami-
lics,

“I'll be at Farmington and Grand
River,” Christensen said,

Meanwhile, a “Vegas Night® fund-rais-
er for the post's baschall program and
Farmington High School Baseball Boost-
ers is set for 6 p.m. Saturdey, March 28,
at the post. Both programs will split pro-
ceeds.

“On Memorial Day proper (Saturday,
May 30) we also do a special service at
North Farmington Cemetery,” Chris-
tensen continued. *“There's a veteran in
that ccmetery for every war since 1776,
from the Revelutionary War through the
Persian Gulf uprising in 1891,

“Memorial Day is very apecial for this
country,” he said, “and it ought to be for
this community, too,”

Poppy pride
Also special is the Poppy Days fund-raiser.
removed a fading red paper poppy

Meanwhile, walls and tables in tho basement of
the 50-year-old building are filled with memorabil-
in and photographs, detailing the many accom-
plishments and saluting those veterans who led
the post.

“Look at this,” said Christensen, who with Lor-
raine raised four boys and two girls. He unfolded a
blueprint from one of the post’s annual Mid-Winter
Fcat:\mls, mnslly hcld in the 19308 and 1940s to

b derie in town.

Inside the bulldmg. booths were set up by vari-
ous Farmington businesses, such as the Farming-
ton Dairy, Evans Candy, Mac’s 5 & 10 store and
Sondra'a Sandwich Shop.

“And across the strect they had it set up for car
sales,” snid Christensen, glancing down at the yel-

Did you know that.

% The first location for Farmington's American
Legion Groves-Walker Post 346 was in a log
cabin behind where the Masonic Temple Is
today?

W The second sita was in the basement of
what is today known as the Viltage Mall?

W its third home was on Grand River at Maple,
about a half-mile wast of the cumant location?

B Florence Lee was the first post presidant in
1926 and thet Zeila Nourjlan was the first presi-
dent at the current bullding?

8 Thera probably are 1 mijlion eligibie war vot-
erans - In Michigan alone - who are not mem-
bers of veterans organizations such as the Amer-
Ican Legion and VFW?

from the dark bluc Legionnaires hat that was rest-
ing on the table. The hat is covered with pina and
emblems repreacnting some of the landmark
achievements he has been part of since 1960,

~That poppy is handmade by n disabled Ameri-
can vet,” he said. “He gets a couple pennies for it,
maybe. But you can open it up a little bit and blaw
alittle life into it.”

Christensen returned the poppy to his hat, “I
never wear this hat without it. It's my most cher-
ished part of the hat.”

The hat is always a great way for vets to start
conversations about the past. But what about the
future of the American Legion? Relative post new-
comer Olszewski isn't pessimiatic, but he's realis-
tie.

Younger men and women who went to war or
apent time in the service often are too busy going
to college or getting their pereonal lives going to
worry about signing up for the Legion — something
that requires $36 annual dues and a time commit-
ment that can be as little as one two-hour meeting
per month.

“The problem is,” said Olszewski, a Marinc vet
who joined the post in 1995, “you get out of the
military and too many vcterans aren't invelved
with the (veterans’) organizations beeause they're
trying to get their lives together.”

Perhops, he added, next month's open house
anniversary will spark some interest in younger
vets to join what Lorraine Christensen said is like
a devoted family.

“We've been here for so long and a lot of people
have worked many, many years,” she aaid. *And
they are still working to keep it going.”

3 Clarenceville seats open

Vintage shots: Paul
Qlszewski and
Wally Chris-
tensen, both
American Legion
vets, pose with a
photo of the first
Memorial Day
Farade after the
construction of the
building. can-
non is an original
Civil War weapon.

buildi)

Grand River is
shown during its
original construc-
tion 50 years ago.

At left, the Legion
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after incumbent withdraws

BY MARIE CHESTNEY

STAF? WRITZR

Linda Brandemihl, who's
gorved 12 ycars on the

Clarencoville Board of Educa- -

tion, has atepped out of this
year’s school board race.

‘That menna three seats are up
for grabs in the June 8 school
election in the amall achool dis-
trict which servea portions of
Livonia, Redford Township and
Farmington Hills.

The ather two opon scats
belong to Gary Garrison and
Marita Neal. Tho trusteces
appointed Neal to her interim
scat Thursday after accepting

the resignation of trusteo Gary

Gaoser,

Brandemihl said sho knew
going into last Thursday'a board
meeting thnl sho would not be

announced he will seek another
four-year term. Brandemih! aaid
she refrained from saying what
she intended to do because she
did not want residents to think
there is a link between the two
departures, hers and Gasser's.

“I've enjoyed it, loved it, but
it’s time,” Brundemihl said Mon-
day.

“There’s no other reason,
Being on the board leaves you
with little tima to do anything
else, and there aro other areas 1
want to explore, such ns hospice
work, or working onc-on-one
with kids as a tutor,”

Instend of waiting until the
April 8 filing doadline, Bran-
demihl snid she announced her
decision ahead of time so resi-
dents know there is ono less
incumbent in this year's achool

rd race.

filing px for
During the meaﬁng. Gnrﬂaon

“Hi 1y, we've had trou.

ble attracting candidates and
there have been uncontested
races,” said Brandemihl, an
office administrator for Michigan
Surgical Associates in West
Bloomfield.

“The most important thing is
that a candidate take the com-
mitment serjously and do the
homework, Being a trustec is n
bigger responsibility than show-
ing up for two meetings n
month.

Brandemihl's seat is atao o
four-year term.

Gasser wns two ycars shy of
serving his four-ycar term. The
successful candidate for Gasser'a
seat will serve out the last two
years of hia term.

Residents  in  both the
Clarenceville and Livonia school
districts have until 4 p.m. April
6 to file petitions for a seat on
their respectivo boards.

ynght price

right now
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serving cart
A Jacobson's exciusive.
Custom-glazed green tile top

and hardwood base. Imported.

31L x 15W x 334°H,

Jacobsons

(243) 644-6000 Livonia « (734) £91-7608  Rochester » (248) 851-6000

SHOPPING HOUHS * MON-SAT 10-9 = OPEN SUN AT NOON
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