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Everyono knows St. Patrick was no friend
of the serpents in Ireland, but the spring-
legged insects nlao had their own evictor,
according to logend, St. Urho ran the
grasshoppers out of Finland to save the
grapes, and thus, the wine.

For 10 years, St. Urho's Day has been col-
ebrated at Formington Hills City Hall. On
Monday, city stoff gathered dressed in
green and purple and ate pastiea for lunch
in Farmington Hills Fire Dopartment
Hceadquarters.

The fact that St. Urho’s tribute is tho duy

E before St. Patrick’s Day mlght raise the iro
'BTAIY Paotoar smner Ly OF on Irishman, but tho spirit is in good fun.

Salnthood Farmmgton Hills “It's quite a coincidence, eh?” said Rick

Lampi, Hills city planner who apearheads
-Mayor Aldo Vagnozzi proudly iy’ yotua) luncheon, “(Former 47th District
- wears a crown and costume to

“celebrate St. Urho’s Day. Court} Judge (Michael) Hand gave me somo

which was settled by
many Finnish immi-
grants. Suomi (Finland) Cellege in the U.P,
city of Hancock was started by Finnish
spenking people in 1896, St, Urho's Day is a
tradition celebrated in tho Upper Peninsula.

The Lampis also lived in Southfield's Ever-
shire Subdivision, which was known as “Lit-
tie Helsinki” bocauso of the numerous,
Finnish peoplo living there.

The celebration of Finnish culture had an
added attraction this year: Mayor Aldo
Vagnozzi dressed up in the regalia of St.
Urho, complete with erown.

0 cost! waos made ilabl
of the Finnish Center where Lampi'a mother,
Helen, is treasurer,

*This ia the first time St. Urho joined us,”
Lampi said. “We didn't know his first namo
was Aldo.”

Said Vagnozzi: “It’s good to be a saint. You
don’t sec too many of them in politics.”
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Lake and 11 Mile. Station No, 1

vice,

“Wo've protty much been able
t0 onswer.all the calls,” said
Farmington Hills Fire Chief Rich
Mnrinn 3 ‘ ‘

:Before, firefightors could only
pmvidu Basic Life Support while
waiting for Community EMS or
another trained paramedic crew
to arrive to treat critical caro
cases,

So far, 30 Hilla firefighters are
ALS-certified. That number is
expected to rise to 95-40, which
will include both career and paid
call-back firefighters. New hires
have to be paramedica or become
certified withir a year.

,Advanced Lifo Support calls
aro answered out of Station No.
5, fire headquarters on Orchard
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on Nine Mile will have ALS-
trained paramedics and equip-
ment in April.

By August, all five department
stations will bo equipped with
medical unita to offer the service,

To help with thu transition, a
West Bloomficl di ndcs

thing, I turn to Dan and ask, ‘Is -

this (Advanced Lifo Support) or
(Basic Life Support),’ To him, it
is a3 clear as day,” Bicbel said.
“Hopefully, a month from now it
will be that way for ua,”

Other bugs are atill being
worked out,

One problem ia ics are

with two Hilla crew 1

part of an exchango botween the
two departments, A Hills fire-
fighter ia sent to observe
paramedics in West Bloomfield,
which has offered Advanced Life
Support for several yeara,

On Monday, West Bloomficld’s
Dan Dawe joined Hills firefight-
er Steve Bicbel on runs.

“When I hit the wall on some-
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sometimea stranded at out-of-
the-area hospitals such as Beau-
ment in Royal Oak or Sinai in
Dotroit, A paramedic unit will
atart troatment and a crew
member will later ride with the
patient in a Ci y ambu-

“They drive and wo treat,” said
Lt. Michael Garz,

Somcone from the department
then has to pick them up at the
hospital. More than 31 percent of
patients arc taken to Botaford

Hospital.
Another difficulty has been
lining up two trained

paramedics on every shift, In
arder to bo certified in Oakland
County, two paramedics must go
on avery run,

“We've had to juggle them
urmmd a bit," Marinucci said,

Jance to the hospital, That allows
the department’s medical unit
vohiclo to be put back into ser-

duling has becn an oxercise
in mental gymnastics to make it
work."”

tho changea Duane and Daniel's
mother, Denise, have noticed.
Daniel haa become moro self-dis-
ciplined and mature during the
past six months, they said.

Hia mothor talks to him by
phone when tho ship is in port.
Sho ndmits she wanted him to go
to collego.

"I think why Danny wanted to
;mn tho Coast Guard instead of
going college was because ho
wasn't sure what he wanted to
do,” said Deniso Symansic, who
plans to visit hor son in Boston
in July. “Hoe said, ‘I'm not sure
what I want to do and you'd be
throwing away all that money
for college.' ™

Daoniel pursued the Coast
Guard assignment with unfot-
tered determination, Denise
said, He studied vigorously and
completed eight weeks of boot
camp at Camp May in Now Jer-
sey.

Ho ran crosa country and track
at Farmington High, but his sea-
faring lega were trained on
numerous sailing trips on Lake

Erie.
*“A lot of the recruits were got-

Spsclnl sunsets: Daniel and.’
Duane Burgoyne aboard
The Eagle.

ting sick at the beglnning,
Daniel said. “Now everyone is
starting to used to the sea and-
it's all going great.

“I haven't gotten seasick yet.”

His day includes maintenance |
work, making sure the ship is.
clean for the thousands of visi.
tors who tour the veasel when'
d d. Then there are three-n.,
day sail stations to make sure
they aro set, furled or trimmed.”

Crow members relax by lnying
out on the dock, dubjously’
named “Teak Beach” or watching
videos.

The experienco on the 296-foot "
ship is a far cry from the 40-foot.
sailboats he helped navigate on
the Great Lokes.

“This s like the creme do lo
creme of sniling right hero,” he
said.
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Farmington
High School
senior Brittani
Pulver, the
daughtor of
§ Tracoy Smart,
was awarded a
University
Challenge
Grant  from

Brittan] Pulver

fer students based on standard-
ized test scores and/or scholastic,
achievement.

Capital University, located m‘
Columbus, Ohie, prepares stu-;
dents for lifelong learning in the
global environment of the 21at.
contury through five colleges::
College of Arts and Sciences;
School of Nurning; Conservatory

np:ml Umver- of Music; Law School and n
hol, Grad School of Administra-
tion.

sity. This
to incoming freshmen and trans-

Because kids
don’t always wait
for regular

office hours...

How many times has one of your children
goutn hure playing T-ball, rollecblading,

or falling off their bike?

How often have you been awakened late
at night by a child who has a high fever or

a stomach ache?

When your kids need prompt, reliable
medical care, we're here.

Your children will be treated b.y physicians
fully trained in pediatrics as well as nurses
experienced in pediatric emergencies.

You will also find on-site x-ray and lab
facilities for your convenience,
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Novi Woods Montessori Center
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Saturday March 21, i-s pm
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And, we can send your regular physician
a report of your visit to ensuse continuity

of carc.

To supplement your pediatrician’ regular
office hours, we're open evenings and

weekends, 365 days a year: .

Monday - Friday: 5 pm to Midnight
Saturday: Noon to Midnight
Sunday: 10 am to Midnight
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