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Putting you in touch
with your world :

© SEVENTY=FIVE CENIS

The Cup Lord Stanley s
famed trophy will visit
the Farmington Hills Ice
Arena on Eight Mile
Road west of Gill from 11
a.m. to 3 p.m. today.

SIgnup time: The Farmmg-
ton Public School Dis-
trict’s adult and commu-
nity education classes
begin taking registrations
today. Call 489-3300.

Light It up? The Farming-

ton school board will

weigh adding lights to its

high school football fields
- when the group meets at

7:30 p.m. March 24 at the
‘board office.

‘On the homefront’: That’s
the title of a talk on
American Jews during
the Civil War at Hillel
Day School on Middlebelt
at 8 p.m. today, March 25.
Call 851-3220 for fee and
other details. *~
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Drug dogs smff Iockers

Police do,

Tho community war against drugs has
some pretty sharp tecth to it.
. On Thursday, in an effort spearheaded
by Farmington Public Schools, trained

. police doga sniffed out high | school lock-

ers in a hunt for illegal substances. Qut
of a total of about 4,800 lockera at Farm-
ington, Harrison and North high schools,
there was only one *hit,” the term for a
locker containing drugs, said Don
Cowan, oxecutive director of K-12
Inatruction and Student Services.

A small plastic bag of marijuana was
discovered in a locker at Harrison,
Cowan said there wore 10 so-called

locker at armmgton’s three public high
'Thursday. Out of 4,800 lockers searched, one bag

nrg:nnn was found. Dogs were alerted b
didn’t d drugs in 10 other lockers.

s looking for drugs sniffed out every

28 Call to Actwn

addresa at the Jan,
it chall d different

ut

“glerta,” lockers with enough of n seent to
get the doga’ attention but not containing
actual drugs. Three doga searched each
high school, assisted by Farmington and
Farmington Hills pollca nft' icers and offi-
cers from Hazol Park pol

“It's really a apin—nﬂ‘ nf our wholo (Call
to Action) summit and proactive
approach,” Cowan said, “... Considering
the rige in drug use in this country, wo're
very pleaged, One (hit) is too many, of
course.”

Present during the search was
Estralee Michuelsnn, the district's coor-
dinator Student
Anslutnncc/ﬂenlthﬂ-‘umlly Life Educa-

. groups to come together in a zero toler-

ance fight against drugs and alecohol.

“1'absolutely think there was an
impact made” by the search, said
Michaclson, “It also sots us up for the
future to do moro searches at random.
And wo're doing this proactively, to -
maintaip a safo and orderly environment
for our studenta, Wo had some kids actu-
ally say ‘Thank you.'

Cowan said tho district notified stu-
dents and their parcnts at the beginning
of the 1997-98 school year, and again in
recent weeks, thot there would be a ran-
domly achedu!ed dog search, Students
remained inside thoir classrooms
throughout the 46-minute uftomoon
exercise.

According to the student code of con-
duct, lockers are district property and
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Inch, Webb to
seek new terms
on school board

BY TiM SMITH .
st Wuma ‘I feel I'ma

t took Jack Inch - gteward to the
a little while to
decido whother to COMMunity ...’
seck election to a
sixth consecutiva C‘ngm“‘:‘;i{"

term on the Farm:
ington Board of
But
then, he thought it
might be nice to atick nm\.md and see bond
issuo projects through to complotion,

*The koy word ia consistency,” oaid the
66-yoar-old Inch, chairman of the b\mdmg
and site committee, *I would like to finish
up with it I¥'s kind of a task you'd like to
complete.

And Inch snid ho has *a aneaking suspi-
cion it will take three or four years to get it
all done,” Of course, tho “it" is in roference
to school expansion and improvement pro-
jects {ncluded in last Septembers succesa-
ful $93.1 million bond issue.

There is another reason Inch fnnl!y
decided to go ahead with a re-el id -
evon though ho hasn't yet officlally filed.

“I have a commitment to public educa-
tion,” he said. “It goss back to the fact
someone taught me how to read ... (Educa-
tion) has added so much excitorent and a

school tristee
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tion. It was Michaelson whose keynoto

Race cited
in probe of
fire at Hills

BY JENNIFER PLACINTO
STAFY WRITER

‘When former legislator David Honig-
man introdueed a bill to combat hate
crimes over a decade ago, hesaw itnsa-
trond occurring in bad economic times.

*When people aren’t doing to well,
they acapegont some groups for their
own problems,” Honigman said.

But in these good economic times, he
was doubly astonished that '« home
which burned down in the ethnically
diverae community of Orchard Lake
had racial epithets sprayed on the inte-
rior. It was being built by a Farming-
ton Hills couple.

*I am surprised because I don't live
very far from Orchard Lake,” the West
Bloomficld resident said. “It's o very
tolerant and very diverse community.”

He described West Bloomfield and
Orchard Lake as othnic “melting pota.”

The home, lecated on the 5000 block
of Hickory Point Drive on the corner of
South Bay Drive, was under construc-
tion and unoccupied when noighbors
called in reports of a fire around 7:16
p.m, Wednesday.

About t,hmu huurs later, firefighters
had the blaze under control, but there
wasn't much of the homo left.

*Two walls on the garago were
untouched,” said William Brown, Tri
City Fire chief.

And spray painted on the interior in
soveral colors, wore racial epithets,
said Orchard Lake Police Chief David
King, who would did not release tho
oxact content of tho hate graffiti
because of the ongoing investigation.

Plecnsa seo FIRE, AS

Clowning Is buslness, too

the-scene interview.

750
| sample a
taste of ¥
d our town

Getting connected: Tracy Walkowicz of SWOCC cable (left) hooks a
microphone on Marilyn Knapp (Mare-lynn the clown) before an on-

t left,

ton software company, works on a program whi
& Laverty, talks with Ron and Laurie Gabrys of Farmington Hzlls

An csti
got the flavor of local cuisine
and commerce at the Farm-
ington/Farmington Hilla

Chambe

Tasto of Farmington & Busi-
ness Expo Thursday at the
lehnn\ Costick Center.

he overflow crowd -
mcludmg vigitors parking on
the muddy field adjacent to
the building — nibbled and

BTAYY PHOTOS BY BIARON Lle‘k :

orby Laverty of Malglfx Brmtr’zl, a Farmmg-
is father, B

sipped their way thraugh
offerings of 14 area restau-
rants, while visiting booths ol
76 businesses.

‘This year's new site drew
more visitors than anticipat-
ed, according to Jody Soronen
of the chamber.

Some vendors did run out
of food. Still, Soronen said,
“We had very nice comments
from many people.”

imated 750 people

r of Commerce's

‘Crime hits record low

Farmington serious crime reports for 97 below 1974 levels

BY TIM BMITH
BTAFF WRITER
Thero were fower sorious crimes last
year in Farmington than at any time since
records started being kopt in 1974, Public
Safety Director Gary Goss reported to the
city council last weck.

“Many of our crime levels are at the low-

est lovel wo can remomber,” Goas said.
But police saw significant incroases in
drunken driving nrrests and 1 ies from

Other Part One categories and '96 to '97
comparisons that saw changes included:
armed robbery, five down to three; criminal
sexual conduct, four to three; aggravated

1ts with pons, 12 to ong; stalk
four to 11; burglariea mqulnng t‘nrce, 41 to
32; retail fraud (shoplifting), 49 to 30; and
larcenies from buildings, 72 to 43.

Larceniea from autos went up from 46 in
1996 to 61 Inst yeor. A contributing factor
to the | is the theft of collular tele-

automoebiles, according to the public safety
department's annual report for 1997.

- Part One crimes dropped from 397 in
1996 to 372 in '87. Once again, there were
no homicides in tha city.

phones, often left out on a car seat or in
plain view.

“The main target are the cell phones,”
Goss naid to the council. “Don't leave your

Plonsc sco CRIME, AS

Assault and Battery

Drunken Driving

Robbory, Atmod
Aggravated Assault with Wespon ',‘- " City of Farmington
P crima
Stalking te

Burglary, Forclbla Entry

Larcer

Lorcony from o Motor Vehicle

tarcony
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Vandalism

Drug Violation
1 g r

* A comparison of 1997 and 1996

ny, Retoll Fraud

from a Buliding

.Botsford Inn rocks on

The historic Botsford Inn is alive and well, report-
ed ite proprietor. A diner speculated about the
restaurant’s future after finding the eatery closed at
8 p.m. on a recent night.

- Croan Smith, who operatea the historic inn, said
thore have been some cutbacks in staff in order to
contain costa, but otherwise busincsa ia fine,

“Everyono haa their ups and downs and this {s a

FARMINGTON FOCUS

Orchard Lake roads, opens ita 91 rooms, including
12 with in-room whlrlpuul tubs, Rooma also offer
large work deska, ergonomic chairs, telephones with
dntupart and voicn mail, plus other business-related

slow time of yoar for us; it's 1"
8mith said, “It’s the same old rock 'n’ roll*

New Inn In town

-The nowoest inn ln Farmington Hills opona its
doors Mon

. The an'ﬂnld Inn, jnnl southenst of 12 Mile and

Guests cun also enjoy an indoor swnmmmg pool

utive Hotel and Suites in just down the atreet on 12
Mile.

Still looking

The city of Farmington Hilla is looking for the top
25 oldest residenta and those who have lived here
the longest in connection with its 26th anniversary
a8 a city. Residenta 100 years ald or over will also be
recognized.

They will be recognized at noon Saturday, June

and whirlpool apa, exerciso room an
ry continental breakfast.

Opening room rates start at $69 for bm.h week-’

days and Trans

Tho inn is op d b

.| Inns Management Inc., a Farmington Hills based

company that nlso operates the Best Western Exec-

27, at Horit Park, dunng a npecml ceremony
king the historic kend of neti
concerts, fireworks, a petting farm and many more
ovents,
To apply, or for more details, call Assistant City
Manager Steve Brock at 473-8502.
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