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of gears, wheels and transmis.
sions? SoHo in metro Dotroit?
Uh, not s0-ho obvious.

' Then again, to be self-evidont
would be missing tho point.

In the city named for an
Ottawa Indian chief and a divi-
sfon of General Motors, artists
aro finding a gritty streot scene
that mirrors their inner grit,
defiance and sense of possibility.

Along with Hamtramck and
parts of Detroit, downtown Pon-
tiac hos become an artist's
droam: low rent, aprawling work
arcas and plenty of camaradorie.

“Wo used to move from the
fashion of one art movement to
another,” said sculptor Terry Lee
Dill, who owna several buildinga
‘near the downtown area,

“But now, thore's really no
now movement in the art.world,
1t’s ull about finding a new space
(to creato art.)”

For local artists, that now
place is hundreds of miles west
of SoHo. Calling Pontinc an "art
scene,” however, is a bit-of an
exaggeration,

*We basically sce artists in our
own buildings,” satd Marilyn
Schechter of Wost Bloomfield.

A publicized tour last summer
of artists studios drew some
media attention, but fow visitors,
according to cchtcr.

Artists are concentrated in a
fow.blocka from downtown Ponti-
ac in two renovated warchouses
on Howard Street and the recon-
ditioned Pontiac Business Insti.

H In many ways, “SoHo In the Suburbs” is about
the power of positive thinking. An attitude born
‘from hope, not desperation..

tute a few blocks away. .
Unliko SoHo, where many
alternative galleries were creat-
od to show tho work of local
avant-garde artists, there's only

a handful of Pontiac gallerics,
none of them known for showing™ -

oxclusively the work of local
artists.

And while soveral new restau-
rants have rocently moved in,

state of mind as a atriking piece
of art,

In many ways, “SoHo in tho
Sub,u;ba' E u‘bxout the power gf

updated space in the northern
edgo of an upbeat downtown.

Some landlordas have only
modestly increased renta, said
Golden. But rent in atudios
along N. Saginaw, sho said, are
increasing three-fold.

With increasing popularity,
comes the Catch-22: Mony buai-
nesses want te appeal to main-
stronm tastes while Pontiac
nr}ia’u rovel in an avant-garde

‘born from hope, not desperation.

On the verge

“There's a notion that the art
world doosn’t oxist outside of
New York * said Jef Baurxcuu,

the specter of vacant buildi
casts n shadow of doubt about
how long it'll take before a thriv-
ing "art and enterteinment”
sceno exists in the geographical
center of the county.

“Gitics don't realize what
artista contribute,” said Dill, who

. lived in SoHo for 16 yeara beforo

moving to Pontinc several years
ago. . .
“Wo move into arcas where tho
rent i8 cheap, renovate the
spaces and hring an cnergy to
the community,” he said. “This
concept that artists are a cmdxt
risk is wrong.”

In the eclectic, utility-based
1880s, “SoHo in the Suburbs” is
as much a statomont about a
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Paintings

Walking United Nations
At 71, with an easy smile and
a soft voice, he maintains the
“aw’ shucks” attitude of a young
man learning about the bound-
1css horizon beyond hia small
Ohio hometown with a popula-
tion of 1600, “counting cats and

dogs.”

‘Whether he’s been working in
New York or Dotroit, Grey
invariably returns to that cen-
tral Ohio town of Plain City,
whero his father moved frcm the
Wust Indies.

“He anuyu told us, ‘If you're
going to dig ditches for a living,
lhe; be the best ditch digger,” he
soid. |
Grey’s father, Joseph Grey Sr.,
did much more than dig ditches.
He was the first black to gradu-
ate from Ohjo State University

H ‘Yeah, definitely, |
was among the genera-
tion of people who
opened the advertising
world to African Amert- -
cans.’

Joseph Grey
Artist

whose M of Ci

Art in Pontinc is 2 Duchnmp-
inspired gallery of conceptual
art,

“Tho art community needs to
focus,” said Bourgasu of
Rochester, “The art world is
roady to be punched through,
Wo'ro hero to create our own
rules. We're not geing te reatrict
ourselves.”

Years beforo artists discovered
Pontinc, artist Linda Galden per-
gevered in a studio *with every
code violation under the sun.”

That was 16 years ago, a timo
of recession and pervasive apa-
thy. Today, the Bloomfield
Township resident rents an

But thero ia common ground.

Countywide Festival

A countywide festival, “Arta,
Beats & Eats,” is acheduled in
downtown Pontiac over Labor
Day Weekend.

The event will feature the
works of 100 local artista, and 60
and local ici

Stove Weikal, director of Oak-
land County Arts & Humanities
Cauncil, believes that the l‘cstr-

a

Uzeolac, a Bloomficld Hills resi-
dent and president of the Ponti-
nc Business Association.

*Wo don't want to bo nn oxten-
eion of Royal Oak or Birming-
ham,” said Uzelac, a painter and
sculptor who also owns the
Uzelac Gallery in downtown
Pontiae,

Creating a new perception will
require plenty of creative energy.

*“The power that the artist has

Ensembie

{s in the idens,” said artist Lau-
rie Domaleski of Waterford,
whose “Hands On Art" project
sets out to build a sense of com-
munity through art,

“Pcoplo might not know what's
going on here, But what you say
is what you create in your com-
munity.”

SoHo, after all, is all about
attitude.
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premicre “Bella Donza,” a work
in soven sections bascd on the
music of Schubert.

Rounding out the eclectic con-
cert will be Eisenhower’s three
contributions, *“Catharsis,”
“Ceilidh,” and “Hey.”

Tho entiro cast will perform
*“Catharsis,” one of Eiscnhnwcr’f

val could be the
catalyst for a wider acceptance of
the notion of SoHou in Pontiac.
“There's an attitude and flair
in Pontiac,” he said. “There’s a
feeling that this is a place on the
verge, just waiting to happen.”
Tho signs are alrendy appear-

“So far lhu billboards hnva

most ing works
to Phillip Glass’ hypnotic musie.

A new work, “Ceilidh,” is
inspired by contemporary Scot-
tish music with a distinctive
Celtic flavor, said Eisenhower.

And, “Hey,” a comedic dance
pcrformcd, a capella, has been

d what we
to let people know that thero's o
jowel ajtting here,” said Chuck

from ita originnl ver-
gion, firat choreographed 10
years ago.

M ‘Our work is falrly
accesslble. Each plece
really stands on its
own.'

Laurie Eisenhower
FEisenhower Dance Ensemble
Founder

“Our work is fairly accessible,”
said Eisenhower. *Each picce
really stands on its own.”

Perhaps & more specific expla-
nation of “Power and Passion”
can be found in Eisenhower's
description of the comedic touch
in “Hoy: “It’s all in the timing.”

Art programs take learning out of books

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
STAFP WRITER

Janet Fricdman's studonts
toured the Detroit Institute of
Arts on Feb, 10 without leaving
Cass Elementary School in Livo-
nia, The sixth graders electric

' reaponse to the Art to the

Schools program, presented by
docent Sharon Herman, could ba
felt oven at the back of the room.
Friedman began inviting the
into her cl. more

fourth grade because they're
doveloping listening and sitting
still skills, and stopa at sixth
grade, becouse we want teachers
to bring them to the muscum to
mee the real art work,” said Her-
man, who once a week takes the
free program to schools in Gar-
don City, Bloomfield Hills,
Rochester, Birmingham and
Clarkaton,

Depundmg on the length of
claas time, docents speuk from

than 15 years ago, The presenta-
tion iches student under-

can b sinco ho
from Columbus College of Art
and Design and headed to Madi-
son Avenue,

In 40 years, Grey went from
designing letterhead for a sock
company to directing a Noxema
campaign that broke through
racial barriers to helping to cre-
ate the national advertising
image ‘for the world’s largest

of Veterinary Medicine in 1918,

Although Grey didn’t know
about hia mother’s Cherokee her-
itage while growing up, Grey’s
recent Native American paint-
ings indicate n longing to under-
atand his lineage.

“'m a walking United
Nations,” he said, referring to
his ethnic influences of Native
American, African American,
West Indian and Irish,

And in ways that aren’t readi-
ly apparent, Grey is a symbol of
the profound changes in Ameri-

MM RONC

When Grey began his career in
the mid 1950s, there were virtu-
ally no blacks in

standing of the place of art and
humanities in gociety. The
docenta usually precede an
annual visit by students to “sce
the real thing.”

“They need to see history in
other ways than a book," anid
Friedman, a 30-year veteran of
teaching. “Theoy have to sce it
through tho eyes of other people
and hear it from someono clse as
well”

A heartening moment carly in
ﬂm presentation m:curmd when

-0 West B field resi-

“I was either too dumb to renl-
ize it, or too stubborn,” hoe said.

“Yeah, definitely, I was among
the generation of people who
opened the udvnrtmmg world to
African Americons.”

dent, asked how mnny students

had visited tho DIA, All 18

hands went up. Although stu-

denta receive only 50 minutes of

art a weck at Cnss, Friedman

supplementa the class wkh DIA
by local

In some ways, Grey's
lyrical painting style offers an
apt mer.nphnr for umvnrd mobili-
ty.
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in the Livonia Public Schools
Masterworks program. |
“Art to the Schaols ‘starta in

to one hour using the
“Vigual Thinking” approach
which encourages students to
observe and develop eritical
thinking skilla. After writing
terms such as narrative, mosaic,
portrait, sculpture, Herman
illustrated each with slides of art
worka in the DIA's permanent
callection, The terms lnndscape
and sculpture came easy to the
sixth graders.

*I want you to do the work,’
said Herman. “I want to encour-
age you to start thinking about
works of art in differcnt ways,
not just paintings and sculp-
ture.”

Using a bronze aculpture of o
freed slave, & mosaic created at
the DIA by Romare Bearden in
1986 for the 100th anniversary
of the museum, and a silver ten
pot crafted by Paul Revere, Her-
man created a slice of *Ameri-
can Life” which relayed this
country's history from the 1700s
to 1986. Greg Goddard admired
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Art to the Schools
What: Organized by the Detroit Instituto of Arts in 1961, this
program sends docents into tri-county area achools. The free 46-

minute to one hour session

student of the

place of art and humnmtieu in nocwty. For those who would like
1A A

wiill hold their

Detroit.

Ori ’l'h
ber of ways lo volunteer. To find out where you might fit in, eall

more the D
1 Vol
{313) 833-0247.
en: 12:30 p.m. Sunday, Mar. 29,

Whero: In the Lecture Hall of the muscum, 5200 Woodward,

offers a num-

William Merritt Chasc’s still life
of ecl, stingray and octopus from
the Iate 15th century.

Students were impressed by
the art works. When asked at
the end of the prescntation for
their thoughts, Goddard replied,
“Ilearncd the different waya you
can make paintings and sculp-
ture and that you can put what-

" cver you feel like into them.”

Laura Skrobot, who had paint-
ed a portrait of her mother in art
elass said, “I thought it was
great. I learned you can tell a
story without words,”

In the 1996-97 school year, Art
to the Schoals docents gave 905
talks at 302 schools bringing art
to 26,386 fourth, fifth and sixth
grnders in 71 communitiea.
Docents reccive 10 months of
intensive art history studies at
the muscum bofore stepping into
their firat ¢lassroom. Herman,
an interior designer, always

loved art even before taking the
training six years ago.

“It's not only a chahce for me
to go inte my daughter's school
but a way to expand my knowl-
edge-of art history.”

While Herman spoke in Fried-
man's class, Barbara Wojcik led
n discussion next door in Mari-
lyn Pobnnz's sixth grade class-
room. The chairman of the Art to
the Schools program is an old
hand at bringing art to life. Like
all of the doconts, she give a
minimum of 20 talks a year.

“The training is different for
younger children than it is for
the older ones,” said Wojcik, a
Farmington Hilla resident. “I
love talking to the kids. I love it
when they say, I never knew I
liked art. We try to teach chil-
dren how to ook at art without a
docent. You don't have to figure
it out, just enjoy it or just hato
it

o
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