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CC defender:
Joe Jonna, a
senior guard
from Farm-
ington, plays
defense on
Cass Tech’s
Javon Clark
in the Class
A regional
final Friday
at Dearborn
Fordson HS,
The Sham-
rocks lost a
heartbreaker
in double
overtime,
116-1156.
Jonna, who
glayed cYO
asketball at
Our Lady of
Sorrows, put
in 24 points
in his final
prep contest.
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clock, CC immediatoly fouled
Javen Clark, who missed a pair
of free throws,

Nick Moore then dribbled the
ball up the floor againat the Cass
Tech prees, manuevered his way
to the baseline and launched a
10-footer.

The shot rimmed out, but
teammate Dave Lusky grabbed
the rebound and hoisted up a
shot as the buzzer sounded. His
attempt never made it to the rim
as Cass’ Hilton Napoleon blocked
the potential gaome-winner as
time expired.

No foul was called on the play,
and the Tech fans stormed the
floor in jubiliation,

The win puta Cass, the Detroit
Public School Lengue champion,
in the quarterfinal round Tues-
day at tho University of Detroit's
Calihan Hall with a 214 record,

“I told (the players) to be
proud of what they accomplished
and keep their heads up, but it
atill hurts,” CC coach Rick
Coratti said. “Both tecams shot
and played extremely well. You
won't sce a better high achool
game than that one.”

Cnss Tech conch Robert Shan-
non had empathy for his oppo-
nent afterwards.

“It was a great display of oust-
stde shooting by bath teams and
a lot of tenacity on both sides,”
he said. “Both teams never quit.
1 feel for them over there, but
I'm glad I'm ovar here, P'm just
proud and pleased we won.

“But give them credit. They're
an excellent team. Everyone got
their money's worth.”

Four of CC's five starters
scared in double figures.

Senior guard Joe Jonna added
24 points, including six three-
point baskets.

His three with :01 left in the
first overtime capped a wild
scquence and tied the acore at
105. Jonna had missed two earli-
er three-point attempts during

s db by

bench to score 10 before fouling
out in the sccond extra perjod,

D. Bryant, a 6-3 seniar guard
headed to Duke on a football
acholarship, showed why he can
hang with tho Blue Devils on the
hardwood as well, finishing with
a team-high 31,

Williamson added 22, while
Napolcon contributed 20,
Reserve Blaine Denning chipped
in 14,

“I got a little tired at the end,”
Bryant said. “I was short on a
couple of {ree throws; so { had to
dig down and make them,
because I wanted to play three
more games and get to Breslin
(for the state finals).”

As a team, the Shemrocks shot
63 percent from the floor (43-of-
81), including 11 three-pointera,

“Cathelic Central had three

h who could flat-out shoot

the p ut Y
Young and Slankster gave him a
third try.

Sophomore guard Rob Sparks
also pumped in 24, including
four triples. Moore, who handled
the ball ngainst Cass Tech’s
pressure, added 17. Senior for-
ward Don Slankster came off the

to go along with the big man in
the middle,” Bryant said. “And I
ean see why (Young) is going to
the University of Michigan.”

Shannon also came awny
impressed with Young’a perfor-
mance.

“What can I say? He played a

‘Blazers bomb Warriors, 78-55

BY DAN STICKRADT
BTAFF WRITER

The characteristics that have
made Birmingham Brother Rice
a good basketball team this sea-
son — great determination, grit,
a well-executed offense and good
pressure defense — all came up
missing Friday. The result was
the end of the road for the War-
riors in the Class A tournament,

With Dante Darling and Anto-
nio Gates scoring a combined 47
points, Detroit Central rolled
over Brother Rice, 78-55, to win
a regional title at Plymouth
Salem,

The ninth-ranked Trailblazers
move on to the quarterfinals to
play No. 3 Clarkston, a 60-42
winner over Mount Clemens
Chippewa Valley, at Ferndate 7
p.m. Tuesday.

“We had a good season,” Rice
conch Bill Norton said. “But we
just didn't have our best game
tonight, and it'a all over for us.”

It was apparent the Warriors
(16-8) were off the mark from the
beginning. After Rice tied the
score at 4-4 carly in first quarter
on a baseline jumper by senior
guard Ron Austin, Central went
on a 16-7 run to close out the
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quarter. Darling acored six
points in the paint in that span,
while Rice was stonc cold from
the field,

For nearly seven minutes
starting late in the opening stan-
za, the Warriors went 0-for-12
from the field before the drought
finally ended with 3:25 left
before halftime on a layup by
senior forward Chris Petty.

“Our offensive execution just
waan't there,” said Norton, who
was asgessed a technical foul for
arguing o call midway through
the sccond quarter. “We just
weren't determined out there; we
didn't have much fight in us.
And it's tough to climb back into
game like this when your down
against a good team.”

Norton did offer some high
praise for the Trailblazers.

“They play tough man-te-man,
and they took us out of our
game,” he said. “It's not com-
pletely our fault that we played
the type of game that we did;
they deserve a lot of credit. They
played with a lot of determina-
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tion and fight.”

The Warriors trailed 35-16 at
halftime, but made a valiant
effort to come back ns they
closed the gap to 61-49 with 3:36
left in the game. But Central
answered with a 15-5 run -
highlighted by a pair of nifty
onc-handed dunks by Darling -~
before the Trailblazers emptied
their beneh with 35 scconds left
in the contest,

Darling, a 6-foot-5 senior for-
ward, had n game-high 32 points
to go along with eight rebounds,
five steals, four assists and three
blocks. Gates, a 6-4 senior center
who signed with Michigan State
ta play foatball, added 15 paints
and 12 rebounds. Senior forward
Ariee Smith contributed seven
points and six rebounds.

“It kind of disappointing that
we didn't have our best stuff
tonight,” Norton said. “If we did,
who knows what might have
happened.”

Jon Poyer led Rice with 14
peints, including three three-
pointers, to go along with seven
rebounds and a pair of blocks.
Austin added 11 points, Petty 10
and senior guard Gary Littlejohn
seven.

marvelous, superlative game, He
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Firearm hunters get
OK to use platforms .

Michigan's e
m whi OUTDOOR
firear hite- . INSIGHTS

tail deer and
bear huntera
can join archers
*up a trec” this .
fall.

That's because
the state Natu-
ral  Resource
Commission did
what many

it to do
last week at its
monthly meet-
ing by approving an order to
allow the use of elovated plat-
forms this fall during the bear
and firearm deer scasons.

This proposal had been sup-
ported by many of the state's
largest canservation groups and
was unanimously approved by
the NRC.

However, after a month of con-
siderable discussion and
research on the matter, the NRC
also voted last week to aceept
public comment for the next 30
days on the appropriate uae of
safety harnesses for hunting
from an elevated platform and a
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did what o big fella is
to do,” he said. “Big fellas have
given us trouble al year long.”

“Chris played extremely well,”
Coratti said. "He didn't want it
to end.”

Cass was 39-0f-88 (44.3 per-
cent) with 10 three-pointera.

“We figured it could be a game
in the high 70s or 80s, because
both use the same kind of press,”
Shannon said. “We have people
who know how to break o presa.
And they know where the next
pass is going to go.”

The difference may have come
at the free-throw line as the
Technicians were 28-0f-39 (72
percent). The Shamrocks were
16-0f-21 (76 percent).

Another telling statistic was
turnovers.

The Shamrocks committed a
total of 20, including 14 from the
start of the second half.

Cass turned it over just eight
times the entire game.

proposed ban on climbing attach-
ments such as spikes and screw-
in steps.

“The Commission reccived
many, many letters and took lots
of calls from hunters on the
issue, and the testimony at pub-
lic hearings was very helpful,”
NRC chairman Keith Charters
said,

*“Our vote today was based on
that public opinion. I also think
it’s important the public have
the opportunity to fully under-
stand the ramifications of a ban
on spikes and serew-in steps and
for hunters to provide comment
on the proposal that's before the
commission.”

Anyone wishing to comment to
the Commission on the use of
safoty harncases or screw-in
steps can do 8o by contacting
Charters at 8186 Bel-Cherrie
Drive, Traverse City, MI 49686.
You can rach him by phone at
(616) 947-7566.

The other commissioners in

southern Michigan arc Jerry
Bartnik, 840 S, Telegraph, Mon-
roe, 48161, (313) 243-7326; L.

Thornton Edwards Jr., 10711 -

Northend, Ferndaole, 48220,
(248) 647-6760; Lloyd “Pete”

Weeks, 11337 Jonas, Warren, -
48089, (810) 767-4908; and Paul

Eiscle, 21001 Van Horn, Taylor,
48180, (313) 792-6031.
If you have an opinion on

cither of these mattcrs, be sure *
to let the Commission know -

before it takes up the matter at

the April 8-9 NRC mecting in St. -

Joseph.,

New commander named

Troy resident Mike Maziasz
will be inducted as the new Dis-

trict 8 Commander of the Power -

Squndron on Saturday at a ccre-
mony during the Power
Squadron meeting at the Troy
Marriott. District 9 encompassea
the entire state of Michigan
along with South Bend, Ind.

Maziasz is currently a member
of the Birmingham Power
Squadron and was the
der of that squadron in the early

90s,

The Power Squadron is the
largest boating associntion dedi-
cated to boating safety and edu-
cation. It has 2,900 members in
District 9 and 62,000 members
world-wide,

The goal of Power Squadron is
to cducate the gencral public in
basic boating in an attempt to
make the waters of Michigan
safer.

Power Squadron offers a vari-
ety of classes throughout the
year on such topics as safe boat-
ing, GPS use, celestial naviga-
tion, snil weather and many
more,

(Anglers and hunters are urged (o
feport your success. Questions and
comments are also encouraged. Send
information to: Qutdoors, 805 E.
Maple, Birminghem. M| 48009. Fax
information to (248) 644-1314 , send
e-mall to bparker@oe.homecomm.net
or catl Bill Parker evenings at (248}
901-2573.)

Save $2 per
ticket te any
Friday night
Tigers game
featuring
ostgame
ireworks!

(May 29 through September 4)

the power play, of course) in the
opening period, Yuri Babenko
getting the fivat just 3:06 into
the game and Druken scoring
the second (with a two-man
advantage) with 3:41 left.

Sting goalie Patrick
DesRochers, who played tho first
period and 14:36 of the second,
displnyed ane glaring problem: a
toendancy to not amother
rebounds.

“He's o big guy, and he tends
to lcave rebounds lying around
the not,” said DeBoers. “For us
to acore on him early was the
key.

“Wo had to go to the net hard,
Ho stops all the first shots —
almost all of our gonls againat
him in this scrica have come on
second shota.”

Shots were somcthing clse the
‘Whalers got a bunch of — an 18-

§ advantage after one period, 31-
15 after two and 48-21 for the
game.

desse Boulerice made it 3-0
5:156 into the sccond period,
knocking in a pretty centering
pass from Eric Gooldy, who bent
n Sting defensemnn to the puck
behind the net,

Two more power-play goals fol-
lowed, both in the final 4:36 of
the aecond. Babenko gat his sec-
ond of the game, beating
DesRochers with a hard shot
from the right wing.

That waa all ‘{)l" Sarnin's No. 1
goalie. Howitt replaced him, and
he was greeted by a power-play
scare 4:23 into his stint, this one
scored by Taylor.

Taylor finished with a gonl
and three nssists. Pnul Mara and
Nik Taclios added two nssists
apiece.

So: the obvious question. Can
the Whalers continue this type of
performance?

That depends, according to
DeBoers. “We're a skilled kind of
team, we rely on the refs calling
thnt (extracurricular) atufl,” he
snid.

The Whalers can be physical,
but they'd be better off (ngainst
Sarnin, at {east) with a game
that's called more closely.

NOTES: Should o gome six bo neces-
5oy, it would be at 7:30 p.m, Tuesday
in Sarnla. A game seven s fentatively
scheduled for 7:30 p.m. Thursday at
Compuware.

The epponent for next round of the
playolfs (should the Whalers advance)
deponds upon who suevives the first
round. The survivors from round one will
be reseeded.
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