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Crime v poge s
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cel] phones in the ¢car. But if you
do, lock the door and put it out of
sight.”

Goss also advised that people
make sure their coll phones are '
turned off whenever they are not
making a call, Inatead, they

' should carry beepers, The rea-
son: to minimize “cloning,”
where an outsider could place
calls and chargo them to the
owner’s account,

In the Part Two crimes sum-
mary, Goss reported that
instances of assault and battery
jumped from 61 in 1996 to 69,
Tho largest hike, though, was in
roports of fraud, which grew
from 10 in 1996 to 114 last year.
- Goss said most of those cases
were linked to the Hickory Hill
antique store closing, and not
part of a widespread problem.

Other Part Two catogories,
with their 1898 to 1887 compar-
isons were: vandalism, 120 to
110; drug violations, 28 to 45;
and drunken driving, 163 to 177.

Goss and council mombers
wero concerned nbout the
increases in drug and alcohol
offenses.

Mayor Mary Bush lamented
reading, on a regular basis,
accounta about drunken driving
in the Obsarver - despite
increased awareness in the com-
munity through efforts such as
the recent Call to Action Summit
by Farmington Families in

tion,

“There’s no way to get through
to somo people,” Bush said.

5 called it “a 'very frustrat-
ing part of this job,” Ho added,
however, that “it is becoming
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feeling of accomplishment in my life.”

Inch and Vico President Cathy Wobb
vecontly announced they plan.on seeking ro-
alection to the board. But as of Friday, noi-
ther had officially filed for the Monday, Juno
8 election, said Judy Steinhebel, exccutive
secrotary for Assistant Superintendant for-
Business and Operational Services Cheryl

Cannon.

*“I'm still gathering signatures on my pati-
, who ia the second most-
senfor board momber with cight years
sorved. “Legally, you noed only 20, which is

tion,” aaid Wobb,

kind of astounding.”

Webb, who said she is looking forward to
thc raco, cox;currcd with Inch about the

could be in Lansing.”

Steinhcbel said that one person has pulled
out a potition, but she did not wish to
roloase his name. “He tock out & petition
before, and we never heard from him again.”

Meanwhile, candidates have until 4 p.m.
Monday, April 6, to fila for tho election and
until 4 p.m, Thuraday, April 9, to withdraw,

sho said.

d officials

ing construction projects,

“I feel I'm a steward to the community and
want to see that things get done” in a cost-
offective, yet high-quality fashfon, Webb

aaid,

Moanwhile, Wobb stressed that she is
totally committed to the achool district and
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has no intentions of again running for stato
office. In 1996, sho acught election to the

Far:

that it {s the district’s right to search them.

ton Hills Police Cmdr, Chuck

37th District House of R

“Had I been elected, I would have had to
give up my board uuz Webb sald. “But
now, I know I can contribute more, I can bo
far more offective ot the local level than I

who want to vote in the election
have some time to sign up, too. Thae deadline ,
is 5 p.m. Monday, May 11.

There are two four-yoar torms up for
grabs in the Monday, June 8, election. In
addition, voters will decide who gets threo
six-year terms on the Oakland Community
Collego Board of Truatecs,

Nobus, on Friday, said the achool district

enlisted both city polica departments to lead
the search. He added that “It’s boen ng
secret” that a scarch would take placo some:
timo in "97-'98. “The idea is to provide a drugv
free environment.”

Of the 10 “nlerts,” six were at Farmmg(an.
threo at North and one at Harrison.

At those lockers, where dogs uncovered a
scent of drugs but no physical ovidence;
Cowan said “It will be clearly difficult to iden-
tify” the responsible students. “But we'll con

tinually pursue that.”

The Harrison student whose locker con-
tained marijuana will go through the usual
disciplinary process permitted by the code of
conduet, he added.

Cowan noted that the district’s Studunt
Assistance Program teams will follow-s
through “with intervention and support for-
those students identified.”

Individuals who commit mali-
cious attacks on the basis of
race, color, religion, gender or
national origin faca up to 2-yeara
in prison and a $6,000 fine.
Honigman introduced the bill
which became law in 1988 after
discovering Michigan had no law
protecting victims of racial
crmes.

*“The underlying crime, in all
these cases, is alroady illegal,”
Honigman said.

But he wanted legislation that
added years to the sentence of an
offender who waa racially moti-
vated to commit the erime,

“Not only is the individual vic-

tim harmed, but the whole class
of people is hanned,” Honigman
aaid, “It kind of tears apart the
social fabric.”

Rude awakening

The victims of this crime
would have to agree. The home-
owners and noighbors are out-
raged and fearful for their safe-

ty.

The Farmington Hilla victims,
an African American couple who
wish to remain anonymous due
to the opithets, sold their home
to movo to Orchard Lake, Now
they have two months to move
and no place to gd: Thoy don't
know if they will rc\li)uild on the
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lot.

“I felt vulnerable because
there's nothing we can do,” the
woman said. *We can't be there
at atl times.”

The couple chose the area for
it's scenic viewa and school dis-
trict, They were welcomed by
residents when they decided to
build last July.

It was through onc of those
friendly neighbors calling to
cxpresa their sympathy that the
couple learned about the fire and'
the hate graffiti.

“I thought the person who was
telling me was playing a joke,”
the woman eaid,

Early last month, a firc dam-
aged a small portion of the cou-
ple’s home. They found that fire
to bo suspicious since little elec-
trical work had been done in the
homo at ¢he time. The cause of

the blaze was not dotormmed
and conatruction continued.

“I don't believe they found nny
accelerant for the first fire,” King
said. “Thero was no racial gmffh
u, no threats ... but this puta n
in a whole different light.”

The second blaze was mueh
moro severe.

“The flames had sprcnd 80
wildly,” King said. “That, in und
of itself, makes it suspicious.”

Orchard Lako Polico ara atep-
ping up patrols in Hickory Point, |

“This thing is really frustrat-
ing because we haven't been able |
to put anything together with n,
King said. “It's very diverse i
that subdivision. This doesn’t
fit.”

Damago to the home was csti-

mated at $450,000. The cause of

the fire remains under investign-
tion.
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by Stuart M, Feldheim
Attorney at Law

WHAT IS A
CASE WORTH?

When lawyers estimate the woeth of
theie chienss’ cases, they usually draw
upon their expesience with cases, as well
as review reports of awards. This is
somewhat akin to the survey real estace |-
agents conduct of comparable homes in
the neighborhood when setting the
price of a hame for sale, Just a3 no ewo |
homes are exacely the same and’
therefore worth the same no two cases.,
are exactly alike. Factors including age,
sex, extent of injury and the county in |
which the case will be filed are |-
important toan evalwtion, 5

Wayne Counry has a reputation for
having juries that are protective of |
injured workers. Still, a Wayne County
jury expects to see teal evidence to |
support » verdict. 5

if you 've been m]und due to
someone’s negligence, it is important o
speak with an attomney as soon as {t
possible. For a free consulation, calt the |
LAW OFFICES OF STUART M,
FELDHEIM at oll-free 888-505-4900
or 248-932-3505. We're located at
30300 Northwestern Flwy, Suire 108,
Farmington Hitls, We've been fighting




