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Fastball’'s
sophomore
album “All the
Pain Money Can
Buy” (Hollywood
Records) debut-
ed on the Bill-
board charts at

A No. 111 and
CHRISTINA  8ingor/guitavist
fFuoce Miles Zuniga
has  already

indulged.

#I actually immedintely booked
a plane. We played in Phoenix
yesterday and we were going to
drive to Austin right after," Zuni-
ga explained during a phone con-
vorsation March 19,

*We have a full day of radin
and promotion tomorrow and if
wi drave we'd be getting in at 11
or 12 tonight and just have to go
to bed and give up on sleep. But
when I saw we were nt No. 111,1
said I'm fying." We were going to

pay for it but Hollywoad offered.”

Sales of the album have been
bolstered by the hit single “The
Way," a snappy low-fi number
that opens with the cracking and
snapping of an old 45.

The song, Zuniga explains,
speculates on what happened to
an elderly couple from Texns
who wero reported missing when
they didn't show up for a family
reunion. The woman had
Alzheimer’s and the husband
was partially paralyzed from a
stroke,

“It's just Tony’s (bassist/vocal-
ist) idea of what might of hap-
pened. They may have just got-
ten tired of their jobs and decid-
ed to go in an RV and drove
away. Maybe they went to renew
their romance,” Zuniga said of
his songwriting partner’s idea.

After Fastball finished record-
ing the song, the Texas-based
band found out that the couple’s

AT -

car had been found at the bottom
of n canyon near an old fomily
vacation spot.

Dark lyrics are commonplace
on *All the Pain Money Can
Buy.” “Fire Escape” explores the
desire to have a casual relation-
ship, “1 don't wanna make you
mad/l don’t wanna meet your
dnd/I don’t wanna be your dream
come true,” Zuniga singa,

An o maore upbeat note, the
Scalzo-penned “Warm Fuzzy
Feeling” ie an ode to Ben
Kweller, the tcenage lend singer
of the fellow Texas band Radish
who wore a Fastball T-shirt in
his band's latest video.

The pop noir of “All the Pain
Mancy Can Buy,” howover, offers
undeniable hooks with the help
of vintage-sounding keybonrdist,
odd time changes, horns ang cel-

o8,
“It's all about taking risks.
This time out we were going for

Fastball takes the fast track on release of

somothing a little more cxpan-
sive and a bit more mysterious.
We didn’t worry about what
other people were going to think,
we just wanted to mako a per-
sonn! atatement with our music,”
Zuniga said.

That recording process was
completely different than the one
for “Make Your Mama Proud,” its
1896 debut on Hollywood,

“We just tried to mess around
with things and really use the
studio and experiment. The first
record we pretty much just went
in and recorded it the way they
were.”

“This time we let the songs
organically grow in the studio.
‘That helped a lot. A song could
go in any direction.”

Zuniga citea that experimenta-
tion and his band'a influences aa
reasons for the success of “All the
Pain Money Can Buy."

“We try to write from our heart

Backstage Pass returns with the Friars

s — Whew! Pledge
BACKSTAGE ;; ,yer, and
PASS  yicwers of and
employces at

Detroit Public
Television can
breathe n sigh of
relief. The nasty
busincas of the
bottom line is
done, and now
we can go back
to enjoying the
fruits of our
labor — and your
génerosity. Thanks to everyone
who donated - with dollars, time
ond feedback. Detroit Public
Television ia truly a partnership:
We can't do anything without
you, the viewer.

And who would want to? With-
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immense personal vitality hns
sustained it.” “The Master’s Eye”
runs through April 18 at the
Robert Kidd Gallery.

Back home in the Detroit Pub-
lic Television studio, we're host-
ing the unbridled fun of The Fri-
ars. The Friars is a vocal octet
made up of members of the Uni-
versity of Michigan Men's Glee
Club. The group is currently
comprised of students Dante
Maastri, Tedd Claybaugh, Ryan
Clarkson, Patrick Evoe, Jeff
Hogg, Nate Pierantoni, Andrew
‘Watchorn and Chria Jordis.

The boys sent us some inter-
esting advance press. Listen to
this: “The group took its name
from n prestigious drinking soci-
ety that flourished at the U of M
in the early 1900s. The froth:
h 1

out viewers, br 4 are

the Frior trad, k

the proverbial trecs falling in the
woods. It's the audience, stupid!
8o after a Backstage Pass pledge
special that broke format and a
week off the air to make way for
special pledge programming,
we're returning to regular air-
ings with renewed vigor. That's
right, no vim, just vigor. Nobody
really knows what “vim” is, any-
way.

-Typical of our return to regu-
larity (if not normalcy) our own
Gerry Craig will take a Back-
stage Pass camera crew to
Robert Kidd Gallery in Birming-
ham to sce “The Maoster's Eye,”
an exhibition of work by conter-
porary artist Larry Rivers,
Rivers' art often spenks to the
abaurdity of the very concept of
art. Assessing his veocation,
Rivers says, *I continually pic-
ture the artist as a minister
without a parish ar as some ludi-
crous opera singer, serious, with
hand on breast, bellowing to an
empty theater.”

He may attempt to diminish
the grandiosity that is too often
part and parcel of the art world,
but he's the real deal. As Prince-
ton University Professor Sam
Hunter writers, “In his career,
Rivors has had, on jon, to

pays tribute to the light-hearted
spontaneity of each Friar perfor-
mance.” Exactly what is a “drink-
ing society” and how do they
become “prestigious?” And they
have the audacity to call MSU a
party school!

As anyene who has seen them
perform can attest, the Friars
create o party atmosphere at
their shows. And they've brought
the party all over. The past 40
years have seen the group at the
White House, the Rose Bowl, the
Miss Hawaii USA contest, the
islands of the Caribbean, the
Pirates of the Caribbean, Iguns-
su Falls, the beaches of Rio and
the handicrafts fair in Santingo.

Closer to home, they also stay
busy planning nctivities and
singing for various campus orga-
nizations. Weekends are often
spent performing for alumni or
campus groups, with an occa-
sional local business or social
gathering thrown in. And, of
course, they perform at Michigan
football games. Over Martin
Luther King Jr. Weekend, the
Friars traveled to New York City
to perform for an alumni club
there, which marked the first off-
campus alumni performance

age ind iently of the

play mony roles — realist, tradi-
tionalist, rebel, icanoclast and
even buffoon. His art grew out of
his life, to a degree unusual in
contemporary ort, and his own

eng ¥
Men's Glee Club.
The Friors sing all types of
music including barbershop,
raock, pop, seul and country.
Members of the group write and
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arrange all of the musie that the
group performa, Many academic
interesta are reflected in this
yenr's group, including engineer-
ing, archeology, communications
and political science. The group
rehearses twice a week for two
hours — I guesa that's whenever
they're not busy maintaining
their status as a venerable
drinking society! The Friars

have a concert 8 p.m. Saturday,
March 28 ot Rackham Auditori-
um on the UM campus, They
also have a CD available for sale
called, "Nice.”

All that and more on the Back-
stage Pass, airing tonight at mid-
night, repeated Friday night at
7:30 p.m. on Detroit Public Tele-
vision,
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and sometimes people can really
relate. We're pretty ‘old school.’
Wa like rock ‘'’ roll. I don’t mean
alternative rock. I mean rock ‘0’
roll, like Elvis and Chuck Berry,”
he said.

“I love Chuck Berry. I try to
emulate Chuck Berry and people
influenced by him like Angus
Young from AC/DC. I have a lot
of respect for rock ‘n’ roll and
whero it comes from. We also lis-
ten to blues and country music
ond that really filters inte the
music.”

Fastball is Zuniga and drum-
mer Joey Shuffield's second foray
into the major lenguea. The duo
formerly played in Big Car and
Zunign calls their expericnce
with record companies “a night-
mare.” .

“Everything that could go
wrong did go wrong. 1 thought
about maybe not playing music
profesaionally anymore and just
playing for fun.”

All that changed when Zuniga
traveled to Europe and played in
the subway in Paris and at a
bridge in Italy.

“That probably factored me
into continuing to play music. I
went to Europe and played on
the street there, played in bars,
anywhere I could play. I just
realized that I really loved play-
ing music so much that I should
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new album;,

]
keep doing it and not wurry«ig
about if it was going anywhere” f

Fostball is going somowherern
“The Way” went to No. 7 on Bill- i
board’s Modern Rock charts last <
week and the band is planni
on touring through Christmas:
After opening for Whiskeytown &,
ot the 7th House in Pontiac ol %
Friday, March 27, Fastball wilp™
return to the aren in June with 3
Everclear and Marcy PloyZ2
ground. ~

Fastball opens for Whiskey- s
town at 8 p.m. Friday, March 27, ..
at the 7th House, 7 N. Saginaw,
Pontiac. Tickets are $10 i
advance for the 18 and older;
ahow, For more information, cal
(248) 335-8100 or visit http:/
wwiw.96melt.com

Fastball's website is http:/ 1.
wuww. hollywoodrec.com f fastball

* Just a reminder that tickets
for Janet Jackson and Usher,,
Friday, July 17, at Joe Louis;
Arenn in Detroit go on eale Sata ¢
urday, April 4, at all Ticketmas
ter outlets, Tickets are $45
$62.50 and $75. For more info:
mation, call (313) 596-3200 o
(248) 645-6666. p

If you have a question or com-’
ment for Christina Fuoco write
her at The Obscrver & Eccentric.|
Newspapers, 36251 Schoolcraft
Road, Livonia, Mich., 48160, ar.{}
via ¢-mail at cfuoco@aol.com. :
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