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OAKLAND JOURNAL

Oakland Journal is a roundup of
Oakland County news and notes
collected from government,
sehool, civic, community and
neighborhood sources, Please
write: Oakland Journal, c/o
Oakland County cditor, Observer
& Eccentrie Newspapers, 805 E,
Maple, Birmingham, MI 48009,
Our fax number is (248) 644-
1314.

CRAFTERS NEEDED

Qakland Community College’s
Highland Lakes Campus, 7350
Cooloy Lake Road in Waterford,
{a inviting crafters to participate
in the Twiga & Sprigs Country
Craft Show scheduled from 10
am. to & p.m, on Saturdny,
March 28.

FAMILY SPORTS SPECTACULAR

A family sports spectacular to
benefit the Child Abuse and
Negleet Council of Oakland
County is scheduled from 1-4
p.m. Sunday, March 29, at the
Troy Sports Center, Big Beaver
and John R, Tickets are $10 per
person or $50 for o family of six.
Admission includes skating,
skate rental, soccer, foed, enter-
tainment and treats, For more
information, call Doris at (248)
332-7173. Ext. 202.

SECOND HAND SALE

Mom’s Second Hand Sale, spon-
sored by the Farmington Arca
.Community Women, will be held
from 9 a.m. to noon, Saturday,
April 4 at the Farmington Hills
Activity Center located at 11
Milo Road between Middlebelt
and Inskter, Children's clothes,
toys, maternity itema and much
more will be available. There is a
$1 admission fee,

JEWISH SINGLES MISSION

Singles agea 25-40 are invited to
join an informational meeting at
7 p.m. April 8 at Moosejnw
Mountaineering, 34288 Wood-
ward, Birmingham. for the 1998
United Jewish Appeal Summer
Singles Mission to Isracl. The
trip, with others from through-
out the U.S, from July 8-18,
includes parties, jeep rides in the
Golan, tubing down the Jordan,
a Shabbae mission or the meet-
ing, call Mare Berke at the feder-
ation at (248) 203-1458.

QUILY CELEBRATION

The Oakland County Quilt
Guildt at the Western Wall and
visits to religious and historic
sites. For details about th pre-
senta it's 1998 Quilt Celebration,
A quilt exhibit and contest will
be held from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on
Friday, April 17 at Lutheran
Righ School Northwest , located
on Livernois, south of M-59. A
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merchants mall, refreshments,
workshops and lectures will also
bo featured, Admisaion is $5,

Teachers press for bilingual education

By TiM RICHARD
STAFY WRITER

Teachors and parenta from

FREE WOOD CHIPS . Southfield, Pontiac and Detroit
Free wood chipa for yard beauti-  have started an uphill battle to
fication projects will be ilabl rovive bili 1 hing in pub-
for pick-up from 9 a.m. to4 p.m.  lic schools,

on April 25, Moy 23, June 27,
July 265, Aug. 29, Sept. 26 and
Oct. 31 at the Orion Qaks Coun-
ty Park. Residents must bring
their own shovels, wheelbarrows
and bucketa and can enter from

“In Southficld, the commit-
mont s there. We nced a com-
mitment from the state,” teacher
Nidahl DeCesare told the House
Education Committeo this
month. “There aro many, many

the Clark Road

For more {nformation, call (248)
868-09086 or 1-888-OCPARKS.

USED COSTUME SALE
Hundreds of period costumes,
medern and vintage clothes, fab-
rics and accessorite will be avail-
ablo at Meadow Brook Theatre’a
costumo sale from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. on Saturday, May 2. Prices
range from 60 centa to $50, The
theatre is located on th campus
of Oakland Univeraity ncar the
réo]né" of Squirrel and Walton
vd.

SENIOR VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

The Qaklond County Retired
and Senior Volunteer Program
(RSVP) secks volunteers 55
years and older to become
involved with community agen-
cies thot need nssistance. Oppor-
tunitica are available at schools,
hospitals, libraries, human ser-
vice agencies and cultural insti-
tutions throughout Oakland
County. Benefits include supple-
mental accident and liability
insurance, mileage reimburse-
ment and the chance to make a
difference. For more information,
call Kimberly Thamaa at (248)
569-1147.

HOSPICE VOLUNTEERS
Heartland Hospite in Southfield
is looking for voluntcers to pro-
vide services to terminally ill
patients and their families.
Tasks include home visits, phone
calls, errands, companionship
and general office work. Those
interested will receive training
in areas of death and grief, com-
munication skills, care and com-
fort measures, stress manage-
ment and understanding the dis-
case process, To learn more or
volunteer for this rewarding
experience, call Volunteer Coor-
dinator Kim Davids at (248) 948-
1019,

PHOTO EXHIBIT HOSTS NEEDED
Hoat the Oaklund County Parks
photo exhibit and bring the
excitement and natural beauty
of 11 county parks to businessey,
community centers, schools and
other locations. For more infor-
mation or to reserve the photo
exhibit, call (248) 858-1086.

stories of people who
came here speaking Russian,
Arabice, Spanish.”

Rasmin Kassab, a Southfield
mother wearing a Vandenberg
School sweatshirt, credited bilin-
gual clasaes for teaching hor
English.

Professor Phyllis Noda, of the
Eastern Michigan University
faculty and president of the
Michigan Association for Bilin-
gual Education, said Michigan
looks at bilingual teaching as a
burden when it should look at
bilingual kida as “a precious
resource — they all havo a see-
ond langunge. We're a free-trade
zane, folks.

“We don’t want that money
{$4.2 million from the state in
the Inst year of the program). We
want that mandate, The only
thing that motivated some dis-
tricts was the atick (state man-
date).”

Bilingual education means
teaching pupils in their native
language for three years or until
their English proficiency is great
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enough to allow mainstreaming.
Michigan mandated it for more
than 20 years until 1996 when
the School Code was revised to
eliminate as many rules as pos-
sible,

Michigan spent $4.2 million a
year for bilingualism’s last 11
fiscal yenrs, with no ‘uflation
adjustment, With the now School

mates” placed the number of eli-
gible students at 56,000 to
76,000 etatewide. At $289 per
pupil, the minimum cost would
be $16 million a year.
Deborah Vargas, o R

h

she said. “All our children need
to spcak o second language.”

The battle is uphill because’
the mood in Lansing is against,
writing d into law thaot'

Hills resident teaching in Ponti-
ac, recalled that when her par-
cnts came from Puerto Rico, *1
couldn't speak a word of English.

Codo, the money was folded into  After kindergarten, | was looked
the school aid budgnt. The at for special education because
money is there, but school dis-  they thought I was dumb.”

tricts have no mandato from Now in charge of bilingual
Lansing to inue bilinguat d ion in Pontiac, Vargas
instruction. said a second language should be

Rep. Martha Scott, D-High-
land Park, ia sponsor of a bill to
restore bilingual instruction.
“There is an allegiance to the
flag that includes all

looked at as an asset. “Many
waitera (in foreign countries) can

may contain growing costs down
the road. :

No one spoke against the bill -
— a ajgn that many education:
lobbyists enw no need to fight a.
bill that probably isn't going;
anywhere.

Refer to House bill 4196 when:
writing to your state representa-.
tive, State Capitol, PO Box

speak three or more languages,” 30014, Lansing 48909. _

There is no better way to give
them an opportunity than this,”
she told the panel,

Scott's bill would require a
school district with 20 or more
children of “limited English-
speaking ability” in grades K-12
to operate a bilingual instruction
program. If fower than 20 had
limited English in a district, the
county intermedinte district
would determine whother te
operate a countywide program.

Education chair Sharon Gire,
D-M. b County, took testi
ny but hasn't scheduled a vote.

Committee members prodded
Professor Noda about costs. “If
we mandatae it,” said Rep. James
McNutt, R-Midland, “we have to
fund it.”

Noda said “ncbulous esti-
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you "'\l\'le_s't__].O'_te'ntZS; [
oth IRA, you really ought
to |_niiest" ]0_min’uvte_s_‘ B

Many people can now open a new Roth IRA that offers tax-frec earnings” That's
good news for investors, The bad news Is that Roth IRAs, as well as the changes
In the new 1ax law, are complicated. That's where Comeri(ca can help. Comerica
Securltles’ lnvestment Consultants can review your IRA options, including
stocks, bonds and mutual funds. Comerlca Securitles may refer you to a Comerica
bank Private Banking Relationship Manager for complex estate and tax planning issues.

So for more information, call 1-800-292-1300. There's a lot 1o discuss, We should talk.

We listen. We understand. We make t work

Mutual Funds and other investments offered hy Comerica Securitles are not FDIC insured:
are pot deposits or abligations of, or guaranteed by Comerica banks; and Involve risk, including possible loss
of principal. Comerlca Securitles Is a broker-dealer, member NASD/SIPC and an affitlate of Comerica banks,

“Some reatriciions apply Comenica banks Equal Opportunity Lendees Members FDIC
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Redeflning Retlrement Living

3250 Walton Blvd. 2000 Canton Center R4,
Rochester Hills, Ml 48309 Canton, MI 48187
{248} 3752500 1313} 397-8300 v

She CAunCArbor
FLOWER & GARDEN SHOW

March
26th-28th,9-9 pm
29th, 95 pm

Admission

Adults - $10, Advance - $8.
Order by phone (734) 763-TKTS or at
Michigan Kroger Stores.

Location
Washienaw Farm Councd

Ann Arbor-Saline Rd., 194 o exit
#175, go south 3 mies

Parking/Shuttle
Free pariing at show or free shuttie from
Sears/Briarwood Mall, +4 al ext 177.

"This four-day gardening extravaganza
cures spring fever once and for all.*
Michigan Travel Ideas

P d by Matthaei Botanical & University of Michigan
(734)998-7002
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