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The world scems transfixed by
the imminent demise of the
i:;-ll:’ry Sgnfcld show on NBC.

a8 the word goes ... g0
the World Wide Web. o

Seinfold mania has captured

cyberspace.

Start with the site that bills
itself as tho “Seinfeld-est Spot on
the Internct” (httpy/www,
scinfeldiest. com/). As soon as

MIDI sound file of the showa
theme song. From there, you can
move to a downloadable archive
of tiny little video clips from somo of the favorite
episodes.

You'll have to squint. The video plays in an
inch by inch widaw, but containa almost all of the
classic scenes from recent episodes,

The site i filled with trivia from the show,
including an interactive quiz nbout silly moments
from past shows or bizarro relationships between
charncters. But where most of the action is these
days is on the “Sny it Isn’t Sol* section that
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and what may or may not happen to the stars.

Also found here is bogus synopsis of the yet-to-
be-taped final episode called “The End.” While the
anline script is no¢ bad and indeed did fool a lot of
Secinfeld fans for n couple weekas, it is, insist show
producers a fake,

Think this is n bit much? You haven't seen any-
thing yet. There’s a whole web ring (http/
www.scinfoldiest.com/rings/ rings.html) of
related sites devoted to the sitcom. At lnsf count,
there were linka to no less than 49 other sites,
Among some of the more unusuak:

S A fan's online “Shrine to Seinfeld”
(http/www.geocities.com/TelevisionCity/Se
t/8747)), proving that some people really do need
to get a life,

you log on, you start hearing a -

details the latest news about thoe final episode |

Television shows already on Web

PCMike: hittp: /lwww.semfcld:est com is just one of the Seinfeld sites.

on the Internet is Myetery Science Theatre 3000,
or MST 3K as it'a referred to on the Net, This
wacky take off of bad science fiction flicks airs on
the Sci-Fi Channel on cable and has over 200
sites. The official site can be found at
httpllldﬁ.eo

of the Web are also

n.

I prsndc guudes (http.llwww.
1.html) that

every single show,
Jcrrya anymgu (hup./lwww.noln(oldlolt.
ht

hcnvxly utilized by these TV sites. My favorite
online source for audio files and sound clips is
called The Sound Archive (http:#//www.

conmy/

tml), offering Si
LhnL have crept into our vocabulary, like “Not. that
there's anything wrong with that,” or “Get out!”
and “Yama hama.”
mA collectmn of Kmmer Sounds (http.ll
WwWW.,
devoted to the clumsy neighbor’s best un&lmm.
But the vast nrray of Seinfeld sites are just only
a part of these fan pages set up on the Internet.
There are even more sites dovoted to The X
Files. My count with the Alta Vista search engine
returned almest 300 sites devoted to that show of
the bizarre. There were X-Filea pages from
Japan, Chile, ail over Europe, South America and
Australia. Try Fox's site (http//www.thex-
files.com/) for the officinl line — just do n search
on “X-Files” using any popular web browser.
Another show with an amazing cult following

And if you want to capture your own sounds,
there's a Web gite (httpd//www. dancopublish.
ing.com/x-files’howto. htm) that shows you
how to do that, too.

Here arc some of the more specialized and
unusual. Sites dovoted to television shows.

M Cop TV Shows from the Mining Company
(http/coptv.aniningco.com/> And you thought
COPS was all there was? This site chronicles
dozens of them, offers mailing lists and online

etin and an e-zine.

B LinxNet television Index (http/ www.l
inxnet.comfv.html) - Whew! This is the most
extensive program guide you'll find, linking you
to detailed information about almost every pro-
gram out there, o8 well as news about ratings,
pilots and schedule changes.

B TV Game Shows of the World (http://
www.des.qmw.ac.ul/~-chidgey/Humour/Gam
cshow.ntml) - ’l’hls is a British site that

ical game show offt from
other countries and manages to apoof all game
shaws everywhere.

W Freshwater Fighing Shows (http:// fish-
ing.miningeo.comlibrary/weekly/an060897.h
tm} - I had to include this because, well, I had
absolutely no idea that there are currently more
than a dozen shows devoted to... fishing. My
favorite name? “Go Fish,” which airs in Georgia.

There was n survey that came out in this
week's edition of Advertising Age mogazine that
measured the dramatic cffect the Internet was
having on television viewing. Nearly 22 percent of
the 100,000 Web users surveyed by investrent
bank Hambrecht & Quist and ad network
LinkExchange said they regularly raerifice TV for
surfing time.

Anather survey I read last fall said the average
Net surfer cuts their weekly TV viewing by six

hours. I wonder how many of them are scrolling-

through TV sites on the Web,

Mike Wendland covers the Internet for NBC-TV
His *PC Talk" radio show airs Saturday and
Sunday afternoons from 4-6 p.m. on TalkRadio
1270, WXYT. You can reach through his PC Mike
Web site at http:] fww.pemike.com
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has no other rotirement
plan and who during the
preceding year has 100 or
fewer employees earning at
least $6000. Employces
may elect to deer a speci-
fied percentage or their pay
to the plan but no more
than $6,000 per year.

Employees covered by
401{k) retirement plans at
work and barred from also
having a deductible IRA
can contribute up to $8.500
in this tax deductible plan.
The

money can be subtracted
from the salary nutomati-
cally, and put in the plan
to grow income tax-
deferrcd, except that, if
applicable, Socinl Security
taoxes must be fully paid.
The employer frequently
contributea additional
money, which raises the
yield even more,

If you are employcd by a
state or local government
public xchonl or by a tax-

cy contract,

The types of inaunncc
contracts which qualify
include single premium
deferred annuity, single
premium whole Jife, aingle
premium universal life,
and varinble annuities,

In general, at the time of
withdrawal, that part of
the annuity payment which
ia allocated to the cost of
the initial investment is.
treated ns a nontaxable’
return of principal; when
withdrawn, the remaining
balance is taxed as urdl-.
nary income.

A second choico conaiats
of nondeductible IRAs,
These contributions can be
made by those taxpayers
with earned income who do
not qualify for n deduction.

The reason to make
nondeductible IRA contri-
butions is that earnings on
such deposits, like earn-
ings on deductible deposita,
accumulate without being
i dintely taxed.

exempt charita-
ble, scientific, or education-
al organization, or are on

Incidentally, unlike
deductible IRAS whi

ch can-

the civilinn stall or faculty
of the Uniformed Services
of the Hcealth Sciences
{Department of Defense),
you may be abls to arrange
for the purchase of a non-
forfeitable tax-sheltercd
annuity,

Another name for such a
tax-sheltered annuity is &
403(b) plan.

A 403(b) plan may be
funded in a mutual funda
shares.

The purchase of the
annuity is generally made
through a reduction of
salary which is used to pay
for the contract. The
amount of the aalary
reduction used to buy the
contract is not taxable if it
comes within specified lim-
its,

Deferral with after-
tax dollars

Insurance contracts pur-
chased with after-tax dol-
lars provide an excellent
vehicle for after-tax accu-
mulation of earnings as
long as these carnings
accumulate within the poli-

not be withdrawn before
age 69-1/2, without penal-
ty, nondeductible IRA
deposits (but not the relat-
ed carnings) can be mth«
drawn at any time without
incurring a tax on principal
or tax penalty for early
withdrawal.

For this reason, it is a
good idea to segregate non.
deductible IRAs from their
deductible counterpart.

It should be mentioned
here that under the new
law, taxpayers can non
contribute to a Roth IRA
with nondeductible dollars
up to $2,000 per person per
year. From this account,
principal and earnings can
be withdrawn tax free, if
age 50 1/2 has been
attained and the nccount is
at least five ycars old. .

Also, if the money is used
to buy a first home or pay
college bills, up to $10,000
may be distributed tax
Dcpauitu are limited
when income exceeds
$160,000 for couples or
$95,000 for singles, .
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