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The Detroit Zoo isjoffering
somo unusual travel apportuni-
ties thia year that will allow a
traveler to visit an oxotic loca-
tion, exporienco high adventure
and do a good deed.

. As a result of an on-jroing pri-

mate censua project in|Peru,
z00 in secking volunteers to holp
with an Adopt-a-Schoo] program
to furnish supplies fur schools
along the Amazon River and its
. tributaries. The zoo also needs
volunteers for its |ongeing
rescarch and census programas,
" Terry DeRosa, director of con-
servation and animal welfaro at
te censua
project began in 1993, first along
the Rio Tapiche and then, also,
' along the Rio Napo, It|is a joint
project involving the Dptroit and
Dallas zoological pdrks, the
Peruvian National Un{versity of
the Amazon, Explorama Lodges,
International Expeditions and
Senor and Senora | Roberto
Rotonda,

“When the river is
can paddle along and ¢
sus from tho trees, but
water is low, it's har
gate the river,” DeRosolsaid. “We
wanted a second sita nlong the

. Napo River which haa!the addi-

high, you
ke & cen-
when the
to navi-

Ready for a
new year:

" Peruvian
teachers are
ready for a
new year
with school
supplies pro-
vided by
Adopt-a-
School.

GREAT ESCAPES

tlonnl merit of having an Explo-
rama lodge thore, used by
tourints who visit tho rainforest,
We uso it as a rescarch sito and
spond six months on tho Rio
Tapiche and six montha on the
Rio Napo.

The Adopt-a-School program
was started in 1994 by teachers
who were m‘.uymg at the Explo-
rama lodges and is co-sponsorcd
by CONAPAC and the ACEER

for each of three weeks, April 11,
18 and 25, Tho coat of volunteer-
ing is $1,700 plus roundtrip pir-

faro to Iquitos, Peru. Volunteers *

will stay ot tho Explorama lodge,
organize supplies (notebooks,
pencils, folders cte.), deliver sup-
plies by boat and have time to
explore tho rainforeat.

In addition to dolivering sup-. E

plies, the program nlso rein-
forcea a comervuuun message.

dation, two profit inati-
tutions working for the conserva-
tion of the Poruvian Amazon
Rainforest.

“People who have visited the
lodge, many of them teachers,
saw the schools didn’t have
information nbout conscrvation,
it waan't part of their curriculum
and they didn't have school sup-
plies,” DoRosn said. “In Peru,
they teach: by a rote method, If
thoy don't have paper, it makes
it difficult for them to learn.”

Each April, when the Peruvian
achool year begins, Adopt-a-
School delivers supplies to tho
266 achools in the region. A
achool classroom can be adopted
for $300, which buys cnough
supplies for a year, In 1897, the
program raised $14,000 for 2 ,200
achool children.

‘The Detroit Zoo is secking 15
volunteera to deliver supplies.

 Five volunteers will he nceded

d hunting in the rainfor-
est has endangoered many pri-
mate specics and other animals,
Thoe aren has soveral primates
(pygmy mnrmnuot:. gnddlcbgck

night monkeys, red titi monkeys,
white-fronted capuchlns and oth-
ers).

“Working with the uakaris
(red-faced, bald-headed mon-
keys), we found animals getting
deaper into the forest because of
increased hunting pressure,”
DcRosa said,

He said many of the larger pri-
mates such as tnipirs and
anteaters aro already gone.

"In Dacember I went down
there to see what was going on,”
he eaid. “There was a lot of hunt-
ing pressure. People are moving
along the river, more villnges are
popping up. People claim a stake
of land. That's what thoy do fora
living, they go into the forest to
find food for their families or to
take to market.”

DecRosa said when he was
there in December, he found ono
village where they hod created o
community garden hehind the
school to grow food and raise
domeatic animals such as guinea
pigs us food in an effort to relieve
some of the hunting pressures,

They are also taking the conser-

vation program seriously.

“The process of delivering the
achool aupplics {8 a big ceremo-
ny,” DeRosa said.

Local dlgn(tunes attend and

ers opportunities to explore Peru s rainforest

New supplles: Peruvian school children are happy to receive their new supplies

delivered by the Adopt-a-School program.

the schools sign a contract that
they will teach the conservation
curriculum.

“The people are very friendly,
hulpfuk and interested in pre-
serving their natural hemugc.
ho said. “They don't take it for
granted and are willing to use
altornative methods for their
families.”

The zoo haa a full-time
vesearcher.in the area, Suzi
Leonard, who has spent five
years.studying primate behavio-
rinl ecology in the Peruvian
Amazon for the zoo and in coop-
oration with tho National Uni-
versity of the Peruvian Amazon.

“Wa aro trying to document
what the primate population is

cst,” DeRosa said.

In August, the zoo will send
down an expedition to atudy
bird, reptile and amphibian pop-

lationa in addition to pri

For that expedition, the zoo
needs 12 volunteers for two
weeks, The cost for a volunteer is
$2,300 plus airfare to Iquitos. In
addition the zoo needs volun-
teers for its on-going primate
¢ensus, two volunteers a month
through the year. Volunteers pay
$1,000 plua airfare.

The zoo, if cooperation with
the Dallas Zoo, is currently sur-
veying o 260,000Aacru, sparsely
populated area north of the Rio
Tnpn:hc and Rio ano arcas for
to the

undwvnr time is tl:c population
gotting.better or warse and to
make long-term decisions on how
to prescrve thoge atill in tho for-

Peruvian government that it be

set nside ns a natureJfeserve.
All of these programs are port

of tho zoo's ongoing outreach,

which includes community pro-'

. grama, cooperative programs

with others zoos and captive:
breeding programs for endnn-:
gered species. The zoo hos also
expanded its work with local
ities to provide hand
experience in zoo work for
juniors and seniors interested in

'200 careers.

DeRosa said the zoo wants “to
be part of the process.” =

Participation in thesc pro-
grams does not require special
skille. The zoo will train volun-
teers. To find out more about
these programs or to sign up,
contact Terry DeRoan at PO Box
39, Royal Oak, MI 48068-0039 or
by phone at (248)398-0803, ext.
3231, by fax at (248)691-4194 or.
by c-mail ot tderosa@ detroitzoo.
org

RelaxIng: Toscano Gemignani
orchard near Florénce, Italy.
is hosting a trip tolltaly and

i takes a break in his olive
His niece Anria Del Ptzzo
his olive orchard.

Great Escapes features various
travel news items, Scnd news
{eads to Hugh Gallagher, assis-
tant managing editor, Observer
& Eccentric Newspapers Ine.,
36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia, MI
48150, or fax them to (313) 591-
7279. .0r. e-mail  hgallagher@
homecomm..net
ITALY TOURS

B Anria Del Pizzo is organiz-
ing a tour of Italy for Sept. 17 to
Oct. 1. The tour will:include
three nights in Venice, five
nights in Florence and four
nights in Rome. Highlights
include a visit to St, Marks
Basilica and the Ducal Palace in
Venice; sites in Florence featur-
ing mini-lectures as your tour
muscums, churches, cafes and
other sights; and in Rome, the

i
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Come visit Ns:mi
Village this spring!
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cbme o see Nesigr will receive a
|

J

TION

1=

t Collection lnvn&slbu'leeet

Nestor Fairweathe:

Fairweather, the gentleman rabbit, in the Somerset Garden
Nestor will be in his beautiful garden gazebo in the North 2™,
Grand Court of the Somersct Collection from March 28th to April 11th.
ot of futn for everyone. Plus, all the boys and girls who

spedial surprise!

To rememnber this wonderfial occasion with Nestor, you
can have your picture taken with him! The two of

you can remember how much fun

EN you had this spring with a Polaroid

picturc for only $10.

Cnmbombs, the Coliscum and
the Vatican. Special highlighta
include a dinner at Anria's
cousin Alberta’s in Florence and
a visit to her Uncle Toscano's
olive orchard to watch how extra
virgin olive oil {a pressed.

Cost of the tour in $2,600 and
includes air fare, rail-pnss,
accommodations, brenkfast and
a personal tour.

For reservations, call Anria
De) Pizzo at (248)474-4519.

B David Groen is orgunizing a
tour of Italy including Turin,
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Venice, Florence and Rome,
including a papal audience, May
4 to June 4. For additional infor-
mation, call Carlaon Wagonlit
Travel in Plymouth at (800)874-
6470 or (313)4565-5810.
B&B GUIDE

The 1998 Michigan Lake to

ZoERRLoTy
4TH ANNUAL
Serinc Novt

Lake Bed & Breakfast guide is
now available in booklet form
and on tho Internet website
www.laketolake.com

The directory is available for
purchase for 84 check or money
arder to Michigan B&B Directo-
ry, 3143 Logan Valley Road, Tra-
verse City, MI 49684
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NOVI EXPO CENTER

THURSDAY, APRIL 2, 2pm-10pm
FRIDAY, APRIL 3, 2pm-10pm
SATURDAY, APRIL 4, 10am-10pm
SUNDAY, APRIL 5, 10am-7pm

The 1998 Home Im

rovement Show at the Novi Expo

Center has more to offer this year than ever before, New
exhiblts, new products, new {deas, exciting new ways to

make your home more s

Spring I8 here, and here is where It's at. The 1998 Home

SOME EXCITING ATTRACTIONS
AT THIS YEAR'S SHOW:
“Trinkets into Treasures.” Tony Hyman
showsyouhcstcencnOpnhand Vicd.
's “The Appliance Doctor™ broadcasts

= Make moncy tuming

m Joe Gagnon,
Lv:&omoz.hc oW,
® Parade of Homes

® Home decorating demonstrations
® Home repair and remodeling demonstrations
L] mmdmwnmmdmdal!ypﬂzcs.

Improvement Show. Better than everl
Admission; Adults - $4; Sentors and
Children 6-12 - $3; Children under 6 admitted FRER

Family tickets for two adults and accompanying
children avallable at Farmer Jack - $9

NOVI EXPO CENTER
1-96 AND NOVI ROAD
APRIL 2-5, 1998

HOME
IMPROVEMENT
SHOW




