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Peers from page Al

They also are trained to go to
tenchers and administrators
whenever they sensa that some-
one's safety might be in Jeop-
ardy.

'Z:}m program, which began in
spring 1996, is under the leader-
ship of teacher Stophanie Potoc-
ki and counsolor Jim Waeston.
Studenta who might be candi-
dates for peer mediation are usu-
ally identified by faculty mem-
bers. .
“I personally feel it is highly
cffective in tho students that
have been peor mediated,” said
Potocki, during a Friday
roundtable discussion with
Weaton, Brandon and Amanda.
“:. This {encourages) kids to fecl
comfortable talking about their
feelings,” .

Weston pointed out the process

fixing probloma
whilo at the samo
time helping kids
becomo friends —
or at least civil to
cach other,

“The idea ... is
to rosolve a con-
flict," Weston
oxplained. *“The
idea ian't for
them to become
buddy-buddy. But
that you will find
a way to get
along in. our
building.”

There ara two
tracks to that
goal: +

B In conflict
reaolution, stafl’
mambers inter-

opens up lines of

o

R L

H ‘The idea ... Is to
resolve a confiict. The
Idea isn't for them to
become buddy-buddy.
But that you will find a
way to got along In our
bullding.’

Jim Weston
= counselor
Power Middle School

vene b
angry etudents,
B Peer media-
tion involves atu-
dents leading
other atudents to
a resolution, by
following a for-
mat; mediators
such as Brondon
and Amanda ask
questions (Can
you tell ua what
happened? How
did that make
you feel?) in attempta to diffuse
arguments and dispel rumors
before someone deeides to take
matters into their awn hands.
“Wo have a conflict report
form, we go over the ground
rulea,” said Brandon, 13, “Wo
ask them what tho conflict ia.
Why are you eo angry? It goes
back and forth and we re-state
what they said.

“And we ask them what thoy

need to have this conflict
resoived.”

Farmington school and police
officials emphasized that the
vast majority of youngsters
aren't like the Arkansas boys, 13
and 11, who reportedly dressed
in camouflaged outfits and wait-
ed outside their school before fir-
ing a stream cof bullets into

unsuspecting students and
teachers as they left the build-
ing.

According to Brandon and
Amenda, there is o lot of nega.
tivity among young people, par-
ticularly those who can't commu-
nicate offectively at homae or
achool. But they don’t want to
paint all with the same brush.

“I think most kids are good,”
Brandon said. “But some kids
choose to be bad.”

Amanda, 11, noted that *"When
an incident like this occurs, it
seems like al) the kids are angry
... People start thinking kids are
getting wild in the '90s. But not
all kids are bad,”

Farmington Public Safety
Director Gary Goss fools the
same way. “Weo should alse
remember we have an awful lot

Clarenceville brings in Ohioan
as new middle school principal

Pamela Swert's firet day on

the job ns principal of
Clarenceville Middle School will
be April 20.

The new principal comes from
a similar post in Galion, Ohio.
The Clarencoville Board of

of the school ycar.”

Swert succeeds Korl Wagner,
whe retired carlier this year.
Jim Lancaster, pssistant super-
intendent for instruction, has
served as interim principal of
Clarencoville Middle School

Education Tt

since L 's retirement.

ly voted to hire the Ohio native
after interviews with the two
finalista, Swert and Gail Wecks,
an aagistant middle school prin-
cipal in Northville.

“We had two excellent candi-
dates,” anid Superintendent Tom
Tattan. “We are pleased to find
someone of the caliber of
Pamela. This is not a good time
to find a principal, in the middle

Applications for the job came
from 16 candidates.

Swert comes on board after
spring break for both
Ciarenceville and her home dis-
trict in Galion.

“That’s o good time to make
the transition,” Tattan said.

Swert is a 1987 gradunte of
Ohio State University, In 1990,
she earncd her master's of edu-

cation from Ohio's Ashland Uni-
versity.

From 1989-1893, she was a
learning disabilities resource
room teacher for the Shelby City
School District in Shelby, Ohio.

She worked s a sixth-grade
teachor in 1993-94 and a scv-
enth-grade math teacher in
1994-95.

She joined Galion City Schools
in 199597 as an assistant prin-
cipal in Galion Middle School,

She became principal.of that -

school in 1997.

The Clarenceville schoo! dis-
trict serves students in Livenia,
Redford Township and Farming-
ton Hills.

McCabe Funeral Home is offering
seminar on coping with loss, grief

McCabe
Funeral
Home is
sponsoring
“Surviving
Loss - Free
Bereavement
Seminar” at 7
p.m. Tuesday,
April 14, at
the Farming-
ton Hills Pub-
lic Library on
12 Milte Road.

“Laosing loved oncs is onc of the
most painful experiences human
beings can face,” snid Kovin
McCabe, chief exccutive officor of
McCabe Funeral Homes. “People
need oxtra support to cope with
bercavement. Thin seminar will
try to help people through thia
stresaful time.”

Cathy Clough, dircctor of
bercavement services at Arbor
Hospice for the past 12 years,
will conduct the seminars.

Citics at home

‘The following Farmington area
companios will display their
goods at the second unnl!n]
Home Improvement Show, which
opens Aprit 2 and runs through
Apri) 6 in Novi: American
Bxpross, Amorican Discount

Heating, Tarnow Doors Ine. and
the Tile Shop.

Helping the hungry

The Michigan World Food Day
Committee has announced that
Florine Mark, CEO of the W.W.
Group in Farmington Hills, will
again serve as Honorary Chair
and spokesperson for the 7 Per-
cent Solution, a campaign to
bring the community together
toward one common goal — the
climination of hunger, The 7
Percent Solution takes place Oct.
16.

“Swing & Shoot” set

Golfera and sport shootera
mark your calendars for the
1998 Charity “Swing & Shoot”
Gaolf/ Sporting Clay Jamborce
starting with registration at 7:30
a.m, Friday, June 5, at tho
Detroit Gun Club and the adja-
cont Links of Pinewood Golf
Courso in Walled Lake.

Sponsored by Land Rove

‘armi Hills, all d:
from the ovent will bonefit the
Detroit Institute for Children,
providing apccinlized diagnostic,
medical and rchabilitative care
for children with disabilities
since 1920.

Hop for Leukemia

Childtime Children's Center in
Farmington Hills will hald its
fourth annual Hopathon to raise
money for the Children's
Leukemia Foundation of Michi-
gan.

The first week of April, all
Childtime centers will collect
pledges and participate in the
Hopathon, Last ycar's procecds
from the cvent raised over
$10,000 for CLF,

Builder’s license seminar

Farmington Community Edu-
catfon in cooperation with Oak-
land Builders Institute will offer
a 18-hour, pre-liconse acminar
from 6-10 p.m. Tuesdays and
Thursdays, April 28 through
May 7 at the Community School
in Farmington.

Tho class is designed for peo-
ple who want to subcontract the
conatruction of their own home
and building trades people who
want to work legally, ns well a8
for veal estate investors and
developera.

The cost of the seminar is
$170. Pre-registration and pay-
ment is required by April 24.
Call 489-3333.

Peers of preventlon: Eighth-grade student Brandon Connolly and sixth-grader Amanda Mergener
discuss their role as peer mediators at Power Middle School.

of good kids. We can't condemn
on entire generation.”

Goss, meanwhile, commends
the district for its peer medintion
und conflict resolution programs,

With those in place, “We're in
pretty good shape to identify the
kids who are at risk.”

The Arkaneas shootings creat-
cd a buzz among students across
the district. However, Dunckel
Middle School teacher Steve
Kaponen said he didn't sense
students were shocked,

“Kids are aware of it becauso
they're talking about it,” Kopo-
nen said. “But it's more of o ‘Did
you hear about it' kind of thing.

“Maybe because it h d 80

Ho added that the incident
“reflects the way socicty is going.
Parents and teachers, everybody
in the community, nceds to do a

Check ~

]

those golf
spikes

Golfers at Son Marino G
urse in Farmington Hill K
better check thoir shoes befofe, |
they head out for a spring round...!
A new city policy requires that ™
only soft spikes may be uséd,,
starting this season. The change *

-

no Pro 8hop (476-5910).

Beer
from page Al

kind of set up.” K
Goss said that when Putt'
bought the case of beer, “they~
enid it waa $35. But she said sho®
only had $25 and they said, ‘OK,
we'll take it.™ o
The store wasn't padlocked,
cven though the ecase is beings
investigated on several fronts.  ©
“From the ¢ity's standpoint,;
they were selling beer without 2
license. From an INS standpoint, »
they had people working there in
an illegal statun, and it'a a viola-;
tion for a business to hire illegal}
immigrants.” :
Qther possible issues includes
i ing and not charging sales.

lot more ion with
kids ... more one-on-one commu-
nication.” .

Don Cowan, the district’s exec-
utive director of K-12 instruction
and student services, said the
mass media {s much to blame.

“My own personal opinion, vio-
lence gn TV and movies has an

.impact on kide and adults,*

Cowan snid, “It has-a great
impact.”

Power's Weston, a teacher in
the district for about 30 years,
said “The final outcome whe

far away, there's not the same
shock as if it happened around
here” .

hing like this h L
it makes you stop and think
about your own community.”

tax, Meanwhile, Putt said the!
bottles did not have *Michigan
markings” for depogits. '

But Goss said the eity proba- .
bly wouldn’t be issuing local
charges against the business
owners or employees. “We're
going to turn the matter over to
the (Michigan) Liquor Control”
Commission,”

CLARIFICATION

A photo caption on page Al of
the March 22 issuc incomplotely
deseribed n Jocal company. Magic
Brain in Farmington is a com-
puter sales and service company.

Handbags

Jacobson’s

Birmingham » (248) 844-6900  Livonia » (734) 601-7690  Rochester » [245) 651-8000
SHOPPING HOURS ¢« MON-SAT 10-9 » OPEN SUN AT NOON

This leather handbag from

Pertina is the perfect companion

for the professional woman.

Zippered rear compartment

and {ront fold-down organizer. .
Black or brown with silver-toned -
accents. 8 x 6%, $130. ’




