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A leading acholar on the
‘Russian economy will speak at
Oaklend University April 16
on “What's Right and What's
Wrong in the Russian Transi.
tion,” in a free public lecturo
. series to promote understand-
ing of intarnational isaues.

Anders Aslund will deliver
his speoch at the Schoo) of
‘Business Administration’s
1998 Alico Conner Gorlin
‘Memorial Lcctnm at 7 30 pam.,
201 Dodge Hall,

Gorlin was an o

many major profesaional jour-
aanls, Her dedication to the
broader role of human boings
as citizens of the world led
Gorlin's friends to sponsor this
series.

Since 1994, Aslund has been
o scnior te of tho

Scholar to speak at OU

from Oxford University,
As o rescarch scholar at the
Kennan  Institute  for

Advanced Russion Studics,
Woodrow Wilson International
Center for Scholara, ho wrota
a major book, “Gorbachov's
lo for E Reform®

Carnogice Endowment for
International Peaco in Wash-
ington,.D.C. He served as an
economic advisor to the
Ukrainian government. He
graduated from tho Stockholm
School of Ecnncmlcs and the

feasor of economics at Qakland
from 1872 until her death in
1887, In her tenuro at OU,
Gorlin gained intornational
recognition as o u:holnr of the
Soviet , publishing in

Uni of St

Aslund joinced the Swedish
Diplnmntic Servica and sorved
in Kuwait, Goneve, Poland,
Moscow and Stucklwlm In
1982, he ived his doctorate

(1489). Ho also wrote “Post-
Communist Economic Revela-
tions: How Big A Band?"
(1892), and cdited six books on

Accident i msplres song

Deborah Homelster had novor
writton a note of music in her life
- at lopat not until last June
when the Troy resident created a
ballad that she hopes will touch
the hearts of everyone who hears

it,

Entitled *To Whom it May Con-
corn,” tho song was written short-
ly after tho car crash that killed
Troy teens Androw Stindt, Ashley
Ensterbrook and  Michaol
Jami The ear in which they

Soviet and R
issues.

For further information,

contact QU's Augustin Fosu, -

chair, Dopartment of Eco-.
nomics, School of Businecss
Administration, at (248) 370-
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were riding waos struck broadside
ot Long Lake and Crooka by a car
that polico said ran a red light,
Its driver, who hnd been drink-
ing, was aleo killed,

It was this tragic accident that
made Homeister realize she had
to do something to teach the pub-
lic tho dankers of drunk driving.

*1 know tho families (of the
teens who were killed) and I had
an intenso desire to do somothing
to provent something like this
from happening again,” Homeis-
ter sold. *We don't always hear
what people say to us but we tend
to annlyzo lho songs wo Imwn to."

So d on tho

Hamlin, who leads tho praise and
worship toam at the Troy Boptist
Chureh, volunteered his services.
Alan McNair, orchestra director
at Troy High School, offered to
direct his studonts Adricnno
Jacobs, 16, en the vialin, and Jef-
frey White, 17, on the cello, Ham-
lin, along with Homoister's

task of writing an inspirational
song, which for a musical novico,
turncd out to bo an casy job. In
just 20 short minutes, Homeistor
had penned the words to “To
‘Whom it May Concern,” a plea to

inl drunk drivora written

1-800-501-0501
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from the perspective of the family
and [riends of their vietima.

After months of trying to find
someone to put the words to
musical notation, sing the song,
record it, mix it and produce o
corrupuudmg music video, thc
CD and video is now it

, Nicolo Spahn, 18, pro-
vided the 'vocals.

Homeister still needed to find
someonc who would, free of
charge, record tho song and mix
and master the CD. Dave
Kupezak, owner of Extreme Digi-
tal Audio, recorded the song at
tho Troy Baptist Church and Jefl
LaDuke, of Stoney Creek Studios
in Rochester, mixed the CD.

But Homeister still wanted to
present another aide to the song
— a sido that people could artual-
Iy see. So nho Rot in touch with

April rolease date, Homulstor
credits the individuals who donat-
ed their time and cfforts and,
most ofall, God for gotting the
project off the ground. .

*I would have to say this entire
project has been a bit of a miracle
beeause 1 had absolutely no expe-
rience in writing music before,”
Homeister said. *I have evory rea-
son to believe that this is God's
project, People would die for an
opportunity like this. The doors
Jjuat kept opening for mo.”

When the song was written,
Homeister's first hurdle was
putting the words to music. Mork

and com-
pxlcd a atory bonrd. Homeister
describes tho video as the story of
o man and his choices, a responsi-
ble bartender and the offects
drunk driving can have on a fami-

y.

Last weekend, the video was
recorded, Caribu Coffee in Troy,
Troy Athens High School, Com-
munity EMS 1| service,
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in evory step of this pro;oct-
including the family and I'nenda
of the victims, who acted in thaws
video,” Homeistor said, *It trullny
showa tho heartbeat of tho comZy
munity. I think people are tired of-}
hearing of theae prm’entab]a—»
deaths, They really do care.” —ea

Whilo the song was recentls
presented to Seny records, HomeZra
ister isn't aure if it will be acceptzt
ed by the mnjor record label, Buw-
she atlll hopes the song will hilla
tho radio airwaves and MTV nnd‘.
VH], two muaic video stations. 13

Homeister has also rcccntlf‘
written letters to Oprah Wmfrcy-
and WUFL, the family life rndm-..
station.

*This video can be o uucfu]"
teaching aid in achools, churchcn‘
and civic groups,” Homeister saidns
“It has aur.h a very, very powcrfuf'
messago.” P

“I ean not nmphnmza cnoughts
that I deeply feel for the famil
of all drinking and driving vi
tims. I wanted to do something toe
make a difference and I think I'ves
accomplished that goal. 1 really:;
believe that one porson dnes.-
make o difference.”

The CD and video will be uvnﬁw
nhlc locally sometime in Aprili

the Wagon Wheel restaurant in
Troy and-the State Polico Depart-
ment pitched in.

“l can't oven begin to find
enough words to properly thank
everyone who has been involved

i snid Harmony Huuu-V
has already ordered 1,000 copies.;
Proceeds from the video will bene,
efit Broken Dreams, a non-, pmfk
orgnm:nunn that works to lench,‘
the negative effects of drunk drivs]
ing.
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A ‘The Wayne Oakland County Association of BEALTOHS@ presents a...

Home Buyers/Home Sellers

EXPO

Tuesday, April 7 » 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Waterman Campus Center - Schoolcraft College
18600 Haggerty Road - SE cornar of Saven Mile and Haggerty

Call (248) 478-1700 for tickats

"Becom.e informed about all aspects of the home buying and home selling
processes by attending the following expert panel presentations:

John McArdle,

1998 President, Western Wayne Oakland County
Association of REALTORS® (WWOCAR)
1997 REALTOR® of the Year for WWOCAR

Rick Bowling,
owner of Plymouth office

‘of AmeriSpec Home Inspection Services

‘Chuck Craycraft,”
v Vice-President, =
Republic Bancorp Mortgage

-Moderator: Danlelle. Boote,

. Newcomers Home inspection Service
. “askthe Exper_t. *— Individual Q & A following each speaker

The volce of public education
Raising student achievement—

a test for us all

ike many public school teachers, Brian
Loakcs Is troubled by the results of the

Third Internatlonal Mathematics and
Science Study (TIMSS) released last month,

The test of the math and sclence
achlevement of high school students In 21
countries showed. that even our best and
brightest senlors lagged behind their
counterparts in the rest of the Industrlalized
world,

But Oakes, a first-yedr art teacher at
Lakeview High School in St. Clair Shores, is
even more disturbed that so many

oliticians, profiteers and pundits are
ashing out at teachers instead of latching on
to solutions.

Before landing a uaching]ob here,
Oakes taught English in Korea. There, he
said, no onc blamed teachers or the public
education system for student fallure,

. “Educatlon is the highest priorlty
and teachers are treated with the utmost
respect in Korea,” he sald, “If students fail,
everyone knuws they must work harder.”

The blame game

It's easy to blame educators—or
poverty, or parents, or politicians—(or
faillng children.

And it's casr‘ to suggest that such
things as private schao! vouchers, tuition tax
credits or some other glmmick wil Improve
student achlevement.

1t's much more difficult to ldentify
the real problems but it's about time that we
do. Public school cmrlovces are just as
frustrated with the blame gaimes and the
rhetoric as the general public. But they know
that to significantly improve student
achlevement, we must address some
pressing problems:
lack of adequate health care for children;
low expectatlons;
no mandatory core academlc curriculum;
the absence of a qualified teacher in some
classrooms;
too little positive parental involvement.

sen e

Partnerships yield solutions

Some problems are simply beyond
.the scope of the schools. Take the health .
care crisls amang children in the United
States, for example.

Nearly 11 milllon of our children are
not covered by health Insurance, Uninsured -
children tend not to get preventative
medical care. They get sick more and miss

. school an avcra?e of 25 percent more than
children whose famllles are insured, or they
uo o s:houl ill and unprcpmd o tearn.

oiNea Michigan Education Association

Curing problems
such as this takes a
network of
dedicated and
determined public
schaol employees,
parents, politicians
and business and
community leaders
working together.

Expect, invest
and students
will deliver

Our students
are just as capable as
students anywhere In the world.

But since we do not have a mandatory
curriculum that guarantees that all students
have opportunities to learn high level math
and science, only some of our students in
some of our public schools get that chance.

Far too many of our middle schools
and high schoals don't requlire students to
take advanced math and science courses—or
even have the resources to offer those
courses. So, while students in other countries
are learning algebra and geometry In middle
school, many of our students are stlll dolng
basic arithmetic.

There Is no excuse for low acndcmlc
standards. We must raise the bar for all
students—and all public school employees:

But-as we elevate our expectations,
we must also supply the tralning, tools and

- resources necessary to reach them. One of

the most Important tools for ralsing student
achievement is a qualified teacher in every
classroom. In additton, we must toughen
teacher training and certificatton standards,
and Insist that teachers be assigned to teach
only subjects that they are certified In.

Pay attention

Perhaps one of the most profound
differences Brlan Dakes saw between
Amerlcan and Korean educatlon was the
level of parental commitment and
partnershlp with teachers,

Korcan parents support teachers by
caring about, mnnllnrlnq and encouraglng
thelr chllds success,

ey know educatlon is necessary
for su:ccss. Oakes said, “They wouldn't
think of doing anylhlng to undermine their
chlld’s chances.”

Nor should any one of us. [f we
expect our students to be on top of the
world, we must all stop the blame games.
Anythlng less pms us all in Jeopardy.
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