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City sets paving

When it comen to tho road
ropair program in the city of
Farmington, patchwork is good,

City Mannger Frank Louboff
rrgards the fourth-year program
an something that will keop the
city’a foundation strong well into
the 21st century.

“That'a what this paving pro-
gram ie all rbout,” Lauhoff ouid.
“It'a about saving the good por-
tiona of tho street before you lose
the base and you have to replace
the entire strect.”

At the city council’s next regu-
lar meeting, 8 p.n. Monday, bids
for the 1898 rond improvement
packago will bo up for approval.
Lauhoff outlined six arcaa tar-
geted for the work, which are
paid for by a 1.6-mill property
tax.

The projects carry a price tag
of ;about $450,000-$600,000. If
the:bids are awarded next wecek,
conntruction would folluw soon
thereafter and likely be conclud-
oil by the end of July.

‘*Residents in the affected
grens will receive letters from
the-city just before construction
starts,” LauhofT said.

. The program began in 1885
after votors approved an annual
tax levy of 1.6 mills in November
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mented,’ such road ropaira
required the sometimes time-
consuming approval of special
nssessment districts. And under
that system, pointed out
Lauhoff, “You didn’t do the
street unless 51 percent of prop-
erty owners said yes.”

Lauhoff also noted that the
pragram is a huge bargain for

crete will be put down on tho
east sido of the roadway.

12 Partinl replacement of a scc-
tion of Shiawassce, approximats-
ly 300 foot west of Farmington
Road.

@ Improvements to three
streots in the Farmington Mead-
ows and Tall Onks subdivisions,

Hills council OKs program to cover unpaved roads

.

Farmington Hills residents
who like to live on & dirt roads
aren’t afraid to kick up dust with
the city, especially over having
to'pay for the surface treat-
ments, .
The city puts calcium chloride

on 23 miles of dirt rond, which
controls dust during warm
waather months, Unlike geaeral
_maintenance of paved roads, the
city makea residents who live on
graveled roads pay through a
special nsscssment,
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Thia yeav’s bill for four appli-
cations of caleium chloride is
$39,462, which ia divided among
residenta through a flat rate of
18 cents per foot based on a sub-
division or road's average
frontage.

A couple of who lives on an
unpaved portion of Power Road
said the assessment is unfair.

“Infili developments and dust
control always brings the Ker-
nickys out,” said Irene Kernicky,
referring to the couple’s opposi-
tion to & proposed development
on the natural heauty road.

Farmington Hills City Council

bera are split on the issuc.

At Monday’s meeting, the city
the t
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council app: d
in a 5-2 vote. Council members
Vicki Barnett and Nancy Bates
dirsented.

Batea and Barnctt added a

cast of Farmingten Road
botween Eight Mile and Nine
Mile ronds; Birchwood, between
Maplenut and Annewood;
Maplenut, in ‘ts entirety; Tall
Oaks, botweon Birchwood and
Chestnut. :

ust control costs

caveat, making the city pick up
20 percent of tho costs as it does
for some road repaving projecta.
Before, residents had to pay the
entire coat.

Bates, in particular, is agninat
the special asseasment. Laat
year, the dust control program
2sscssment passcd by a slim 4-3
margin. *We're gaining,” sald
Bates before the issue was dia-

cuased.
She tried to sway her col-
leagues again but to no avail.
“Some peaple profer to live on
a road that is curved and paved;
others like to live in a rural
area,” Bates said. “... This ia

Lauhoff said other streots in  strect parking, Lauhoff asked

Farmington Meadows and Tall

thet homeownerc

exercise

Oaks nro siated for work in the  patience,

1999 paving program.

Because one side of tho ronds ©
will be closed during construc-
tion, and there isn't room for on-

“But, because of this program,

wo're nble to bid these things
early and construction will begin
carly in the season,” he uld

roads, which mainly keeps parti-
cles from spowing into their
homes, Councilman Terry Sever
said, “It's getting difficuit to vote
no,” Sever added.

Councilman Jerry Ellis had no
reservations, though.

*The citizens in this communi-
ty who have paved reads have
paid for theso improvementa.
The citizens who have graveled
roads should likewiss pay for the
improvementa of those ronds,”
Ellis soid.

‘The city pays nearly an aver-
ago of $9,769 a year to maintain -,
gravel ronds; Those rosidents
contribute $2,100 a year for

ta. Paved roads cost

cloarly road like
fixing a pothole or sweeping a
atreot. There shouldn't be an
extra cost for it.”

Added Barnett: “I think it's an
unfair tax on dirt road or gravel
road residents.” .

Dust control provides a direct
benefit for residents on dirt
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Let the experts at Guardsman
Wood Pro® recondition you deck
for the upcoming season. We uge
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$4,790 por mile a year to keep;
those residents pay $11,238 for
improvements, Ellia said. -

“As you can see, residents who
live on improved roads pay five
to six times ns much for those
improved roads,” Ellis said.
*This (dirt road covering) is a
small improvement on theso
road and & temporary improve-
ment.

It is fair and equitable to Have
a special nssessment for this.”

... This ia a new luhhti;:a,

County:
meeting
planned
at city hall

" Tho Public Services Com-
mitteo of the Onkland Coun-
ty Board of Commissionors
will be holding its regular
meeting at 7 p.m, Tuesday,
April 28, ot the Farmington
Hills Council Chamber,
located at 31656 Eleven Mile

Road. .

under the leadership of Com-
mittee Chairperson David L.
Moffitt (R-Farmington Hilla),
is designed to increase citi-
zen participation in Oakland
County government, Public
Servicea Committee roviews
and mnkes recommendations
to the Board of Commission-
ers on all sacial service, law
enforcemont and community
mental health programs and
policies.
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