Sunday
Aprll 5, 1998

Banks Dishmon, publisher of The
Observer Newspapers, announced that
the home delivery rate for all Observer
Newspapers wlil Increasa to $3.95 per
month. The change goes Into affect
with the April collection.

Single coples wiil stiil be available at
newsstands for 75 eents each, Dish-
mon sald, "The price has been held
down on the home delivory desplte
increases In cost.”

Larry Geldar, cireidatinn manager,
sald carriers wilt benefit from the
adjustment by recelving part of the
Increase.

Gelger noted the home dellvery rate
will stllf be 39 percent lower than the
single copy price.
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the cards finally are an the table
for o proposal to install football f'cld
lighta next year at ihree high schuvla
in the Farmington district.

Now it’s time for the school board to
deal.

‘Thursday’s public information meet-
ing cnabled residents who oppose or

uvestion ’l‘uesdny‘ That's what it would cost
? ht the three high school foot-
e first time. The board meets
A at ’1.30 p.m. at the Schulman Building. .

endorse the 5700,000-pluu prnpoanl to
air their cox;u:cmn and ask questions ol'

Farmington ngh School pnncmal Jim
Myers. Next up is 7:30 p,m. Tuesday's
school board meeting, when the plan
might be decided.

Tuesday’s mecting will take place at
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Lights '&ake @enter stage Tuesday

The Farmington school board faces a $700,000

Myers called Thursday's mechng

the 1998~99 budget is being lized,

Ev-ryor\a hnd a chance o

the board would probobly need to make
a decision seon in order for lghts to go
up for next season.

North Farmington parent Doug Head
was at Thursday's meeting and also
expecta to be present Tucsduy night

cally going 4o pass,
said Head, one of about 4 peu;’llc in
attendance Thuraday. “They (school
bonrd members) arc there to do what's
good for the community and they think
it's not a negative thing.”

talk. Wo a lot of

Wu got intc a lot more dctml thnn we
bers) d we

wuuld."

Getting answers

Many issucs that cmppcd up during
'l"ln-—(lnun 2 l, g
Fnrmmgwn T Ccnmr were
same as those identified during a pre-

vious resident survey and March 24,
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Spring ahead: Don'’t forget
to push those clocks up
one hour - from 2 a.m. to
3 a.m. is set for the offi-

- | cial time shift.

Flle now: School board
candidates have until 4
p.m. today, April 6, to file
petitions at the school
board office. .

Talking business: The
Farmington DDA meets
at 8 a.m. today, April 7,
at the city hall.

Obltuarics/A8

Timing is everything

Handled: Perry Swartz, owner of Perry’s Cloch Shap in downtotwn Farmmgtons Village Mall
demonstrates how to carefully set alead your clock. He warns that when we “fall back”
autumn to stop the clock for an hour rather than turn the hand back.

Clock man finds time on his side

"in’

Hobbs to
interview
for job in
Boulder

BY DAVE VARGA
STAFF WRITER

Farmington
Hills City Manag-
er Dan Hobbs said
he wasn't out look-
ing for a new job.

“I told them I'm
working for the
premier city in
Michigan and one
of the best in the
midwest,” he said.

Nevertheless,
he’s made the :
final six in thoe hunt for a new city. |
manager in Boulder, Colo. And, he
won't, pnas up the opportunity,

. “This iz a real honor,” Hobbs amd
Friday. “It's one of the top 10 citics” m
surveys of best places ta live.

Hobbs has been city manager i
Farmington Hills since August 1996
He moved to Farmington Hills from
Greenbelt, Md. He replaced Bill
Costick, who held the job for 16 years. |

Hobbs, who has heen active in the
nationnl city manager’s associntion,
was targeted in a candidate search by
The Oldani Group Ine, to fill the vacant
jab in Bouider, He'it be mmong e cuns
didates interviewed by the city council
April 18. The new job pays $105,000 to
$145,000 depending on qualifications.

Dan Hobbs
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Maxfield gets

top marks
from board

Perry Swartz can fix o clock, but he

them as well.

That's why the owner of Perry’s
Clock Shop ~ like those of the non-
timekeeping ilk — appreciates the
extra daylight that starts today, He'll
only turn a fow of his 60 or so antique
clocks ahead for daylight-saving
time.

“All that ticking and striking is
annoying,” said Swartz, 73, whose
shop is in the Village Mal in down-

. town Farmington. .

Swartz approciates quicter

moments for another reason. As a

knows a thing or two about beating

whizzing bullets in Europe dunng
World War 11.

Ho saw action during the Battlo of
the Bulge, Battle of the Ruhr and in
the German Black Forest. There, he
found that lives are not alwnys best
measured by timepieces but simply
by survival,

Aftor the Germans killed two of
threc scouts in his artillery unit,
Swartz volunteercd as o replacement,
knowing he'd likely die himself,

‘That night, Swartz wrote what he
believed would be his last letter
home, He couldn’t sleep, debating
whether to send the missive,

ents. If he didn't send it, his parents
would never hear their son say good-

bye.

Wrestling with the dilemma, he
finally dozed off in the fox hole only
to be awakened at dawn by a loud
roar.

He looked up and saw U.S. B-17
bombers cavering the blue sky, Clear
weather allowed the Allics to see
their German bombing targets, which
made Swartz's impending scout mis-
sion unnccessary.

The words are difficult for Swartz
when recalling the incident.:

“I still get choked up about it,” he

Mayor Aldo Vagnozzi snid Friday he
was notified by Hobbs about the mlcr-
view.

“He feels it's a step up in his cnreen
ladder and I wish him well,” Vngnnzzx
said,

Recruitment and interviews to h)ggcr
jobs “go with the position,” Vagnozzi;
added. . .
- Hobbs wasn't excited about word of
the interview getting out ]ocnlly. yet he
felt proud ta make the final six. .

“For me this is a win/win. If I don't
get'it, I'm gomg to brag ubout it fm-
many years,” he said.

In 1997, Boulder's pnpulntmn wm{

Bob'Maxfield scemingly can't do a better
job than he'’s doing as Farmington Public
t  Schoals superintendent. .

During Tuesday's closcd-door evaluation,
the school board gave Maxfield exemplary
marks for his pcrformunw during 1997 98
His “will be
said bonrd Secretary Priscilla Brouillette,

Tho board will meet in tho near future to
officinlly extend Maxfield's contract. Final
salary terms might have to wait until after
July 1, after non-union contracta aro aet-
tled, said a spokeswoman {n the district'a
personnel offico,

Maxfield, in his fourth year as the dis-
trict's chicf, is earning $126,450 in salary,
plus a car and other fringe. benefits, Vice
President Cathy Webb said the annual
evaluation cnables the board to dotermine

her to i} renewing Maxfiold’s
three-year contract.

“Ho really scored the highest ot all lov-
els,” snid Webb Thursday. *We could find
* no fault with the man. Ho's an extraordi-
. nary educational leader.”

Veteran trustes Jack Inch wncumd “Ho
shows every attribute of leadership and
team play that you want. He's a manual of
what you want a leader to bo.”

. And, Inch added, it docan’t hurt that
{ . Muaxficld *has deup, abiding intemlt in
. childeen.”

* According to Brouilletto, the uuponnwn-
i, dent'n strong work othic and eonaitivity to

.8, Army scout corporal, he heard
hia share of exploding bombs and

If he survived, he was afraid the
letter might unduly upset his par-

said.
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95,682; its median houscheld income,
544.500. according to a city report. :

Lifesaving becomlng routine
for Hills paramedic teams

Within
Smith and Steve Biebel tend to an unrespon-
sive 68-ycar-old woman lying on the living
voom floor, She is snorting while trying to

reath.

Wells tries to communicate with family mem-
bers, whose English is flcaunx

*Hor blood pressure is really high; she may
have had a stroke,”

As with the alphabot, A comes before B in
terms of médical emorgencies as well.

‘When the radio crackles with “alpha,” Farm-
ington Hills Fire Department paramedics know
the run has potential Jifo-threatoning conse-
quences.

No sooner does the paramedic crew return
from another run to Station 5, an alpha call
comes over about a woman suffering a possible
heart attack. The emergency vehicle pulls onto

Hills fire par dics Rob

Wells tells the man and

southbound Orchard Lake as the siren wails.

+ Plcose sco ALS, A3

On the move:
Farming-
ton Hills .

aramedics..

cave the
seene, H
transport- .
ing a stabi-:
lized :
patient to
the hospi-
tal.

Mark those calendars .

Get a preview of tho works of the Farmington Fes-
tival of the Arta during thae first “Starry Night,” a
gala event of music, art and stars from 8-11 p.m.
Saturday, April 25, at the William Costick Center.

Hosted by the Farmington Community Arts
Council, the black tie optional event will feature
“Farmingtan Personalitics” as a welcoming commit-
teo: Alyce Fay of the Motor City Women of Comedy;
Bill Gnllughur of WIBK Channel 2, Trudi Daniels of
WRIF-. . Bogar Webes of \VDIV Chanaol 4
and Dave o Vi rgn of the Farmington Obaerver,

The ing will feature participati literary,
performing nnd visual artista in-nddition ta
dolectablo hors d'oauvres, wine and libations. Music
will be provided by The Mntt Michaela Trio,

Tickets are $15 per porson; $26 per couple. Call

FARMINGTON FOCUS

478-32686 for details.

Ready to crulse

Two downtown Farmington eateries are planning
to rev up Monday nights this summer with a
*Cruisc Night” of classic cars on display in the park-
ing lot behind Page's Bar & Grill.

Hosting the cvent will be The Pasta Stop and
Pago'a. Plans are to host the Cruise Nights from 8-
19 p.m. every honday starting in June. Theyll cffer
giveaways, nightly uwards, outdoor scating, food
apecials, a disc jockey with alassic music and cruiser

of the month awards.
Tor more details call 477-7600.

Burylng winter

Dennis Tini of Farmington Hills will play a key
role in next week's *Funeral for Winter.”

‘The ceremenial event to bury old man winter is an
annual event for Woyne State University students
and Circa 1890 Snloon on Cass in Detroit. Students,
faculty and musicians march Now Orlcans-atyle
from WSU's student center to the restaurant on
Thuraday, April 9.

Tini, chairman of the WSU music department,
helped found the 20-year-old event which raises
maney for the univeraity's music program. It also
foatures Dixicland band music by Matt Michacls
and a jazz concort at the restaurant. |




