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Keep kids' Internet surfing safe

R
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coupon bonds. "-.Also. minor's
trusta, under. which assots and
inga do not have to be turned

It's no secret, cyberspace
can be # dungeiuvun place
for kids.

The media is full of
accounts detailing enlins
predators who prey on
kids in chat room. And at
lnat count, thore were
something, like. 87,000
XXX-rated adult porn
sites on the Net.

Then there's the news-
groups, the
alt.dot.aex.bestiality col-
Jections of perversion and
other cyberapice smut that pander to the
warst of the worst. -

For many parents, the dilémma hos
been how to let the kids go online and
surf safely.

Now, there's n new web browoer just
for kids. It's called *Surfin’ Annette” and
it does an admirable job in preventing
curious youngsters from.ranging too far
afield of the many “kid-safe” sites on the
World Wide Web. R

“Surfin' Annette” is a fully-functional
stand alone browser. That meons it can
bo installed in plnce of Netscape or Inter-
net Explorer.

It can be customized by adults to block
access to Web sites that are deemed to
have inapproprinte content, be it pornog-
raphy, bad language or violence. Aduits
can edit from a supplied list of question-
pble sites, adding and removing Internet
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addresses, words or phrases.

Tie bivmavs steill 1z protd;
comes with some suggested sites like the
kid-oriented site operated by the big
search engine Ynhoo called Yahooligans
{(www.ynhooligans.com).

Extensive surfing, though, ia limited
by design, just to the Web. The browser
kecps young surfers from being able to

~download programs or rcad Internet
newsgroups without their parents per-
mission.

“Surfin’ Annetto” is a shareware pro-
gram. That means you can download it

- free from the net but, aRer using it for n
month, you're asked to pay $28.

That's a pretty small price to pay for
peaco of mind. You can get it from the
manufacturer at www.spycatchor,
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. ROM version in computer stores.

Let me share some other Net finds I've
stumbled across this week.

* SecureTax (www.sccurotax.com) -
I you've put off doing your taxes, you're
about out of time. April 15 is almost
here. This site on the Net let’s you do

your taxes online.

Nn

SocuroTax 1997 Login b
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Wih over S00IRS Formg and Schedules, the abiliy 10 ps
sppraved Forms, both Federdd and Stute Electronic Fili g:ull'hﬂﬂhr'ghchhw hacy
sy of your tex preparation neods,

Forty 4w state taz muns, IRS

You fill out forms right over the Inter-

net on a secure server and then, for just
$14.96, can havo them electronically.
filed directly with the IRS.

One of the producers at WDIV alerted

me to this sito lnst weok. Ho said it took
him less than a half hour to do his taxes,
Besides the federal forms, the site han.
dles Michigan tax returns, too. .
*-Houses for Sale (www.coldwell-
banker.com) - Looking for some new
digs? This is a terrific site for real estate
shopping. It’s nationwide in scope,
there's a pretty hefty collection of South-
enstern Michigan propertiea. The site's
personal service continually hunts for
homes that match your preferences..
You'll be notified by e-mail when it finds
matches.

but

* Foreign Web sites (www.nltavista

.digital.com/) - Tho speedy and very popu-
lar search engine AltaVista has quictly
inaugurated a new translation feature that
lets you now rend sites written in different

'lnx;gungen. Next time you do a search, look

carefully and you'll see you can now have
Japanese, Italinn, French, German and
other webpages translnted into English,

* Ruins of Detroit Site (www.bhere.
com/ruins/homo.htm) A few wocks
back I wrote ‘about local artist Lowell
Boileau's exccllent Web site chronicling
old buildings in Detroit. Since then, he's
greatly oxpanded the site with a lot of
now and powerful photos that show a
Detroit long gone. This site is worth
another look.

* Mike Wendland covers the Internet for
NBC-TV Newschanncl stations across the
country and can be secn locally on WDIV-
TV4, Detroit. His "PC Talk" radio show
airs Saturday and Sunday afternoons
from 4-6 p.m. on TalkRadio 1270, WXYT
and he is the owner of Awesome Pages,
web development company (248-8562-
1930) You can reach through his PC Mike
Web site at http:/ lwww.pemike.com
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* over to the child untilage 21, are ™

hopefully taxed at a lower than
parent’s tax rate cven though the
child is under 14 and has
unearned income of over $1,300.
However, cventually this strategy
docs result in double taxation,

Gifts -

An attractive woy to shift
income is for an individual with a

igh morginal tax bracket to give
a gift to a child in o low tax brack-
ct. A gift of cash bencefits the tax-
payer to the cextent that the after-
tax return received by the child
would presumably bo higher than
the after-tox return received by
the taxpayer. A gift of apprecinted
property, such as common stock or
income producing property, can
bring even higher tax benefita. For
instance, tho appreciated atock
could be liquidated and rei d

.1 not déductible by the parent, it is

not treated as income to the child. |

Axn example can demonatrate
tho wit of gifts (limited to $10,000:
per year per person) am & way i,

" yeducing the tax liability. Far:

instance, suppose John Smith.
wishes to creato a college fund for!
his son Mike and has $5,000 in al
fund earning 7 percent interest.
Assuming a 28 percent tax brack-
ot, John currently pays & tox of
£08 par year (28 parcont nf $350)..
If he gives tho fund to Mike, who!
has no other sources of income,:
Mike immediately gains $9
beeause he would not owe this tax:
to the govemment., ¢
Child Employment

A taxpayer ean shelter income by.
putting a child on the summer pay-'
roll. A dependent child could earn,
as much as $4,160 from a job with-
out poying tax on that income.:
Also, if the taxpayer i

. to generato g greater after tax

return for tho child than it would
for the taxpayer. Although the gift

Bob’s Job

'a business is a
propri hip or a partnership.
with the spouse, the carnings of.
the child younger than 18 eseape;
F.LCA. taxes as well. :
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up a real finished copy of the film.

“Northwest said wo'd love to
sce o thow we can use in our out~
reach program when pilots visit
area schools,” said Yarmy, who
wan huappy W ceaté a finfshed
product for the airline. “Thoy
helped us market it and we are
giving the nirline some good
exposure too.”

Video Design, Inc.’s own staff of
photographers filmed the feature
and outside firms provided the
music backdrops. It tock about
three months to complete the
final release, Yarmy said.

“Wo could do a film like this for
someane in three weeks time we
wero just making ours in between
Iots of other projects,” he said.

The company pegged produc-
tions costs at around $80,000
altogether but it only actually
cost Video Design about $25,000
because they did so much of the
work in house using their own
cquipment.

*“We hod a ball and we know it
was going to be fun because wo
do a lot of corporato stuff,” Yarmy
said “And it's going well it's only
been six wecks since we got our
first tape in our hands.”

The partners are just beginning
to try and market their film to:
retail outlets and it's a huge leam-.
ing experience, according to Yarmy,
“It's just & whole new world’
voy triad to asll a°
project reta ore,” he said.;
Despite their rookic status the:
firm recently learned “Bob's Job™:
has been picked up for distribu-:
tion at 43 locations of the PBS!
Stores of Knowledge acrass the
country und the Smithsonian.
Institute Gift Shops. '

“Wo're happy about those but
we still want to hiro a distributor
50 wo can get going on other Bob
projects,” Yarmy said, ,

Right now they arc in early.
pre-production on a “Bob’s Job™
inatallment featuring a Pediatri-;
clan gt work. They'd also liko to;
do lata of other kinds of employ=
ment like perhaps a circus clown
or street sweeper. :

“In the near future we want to -

do some jobs that are a little
unusual, not necessarily high
paying but very fulfilling,” Yarmy
said,

To get “Bob’s Job,” - Airline
Pilot call 1-800-667-9477. It is
$12.95 plus $4.95 for shipping.
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